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Proposal to 
reform BoE 
faces delay 


StuCo President-elect 
appeals postponed vote 


BY BRENDAN SCHREIBER 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-LetTTER 


Following a series of last-minute decisions, 
the Board of Elections has decided to delay the 
student vote on a series of amendments pro- 
posed bymembers of the Student Council, one 
of which would abolish the BoE and set up a 
new body charged with running elections. 

Under normal circumstances the amend- 
ments to the StuCo constitution would be pre- 
sentedas referendums on thenext regular elec- 
tion date. Doing so would place these 
referendums on Thursday’s election ballot. 

As of Thursday morning, StuCo Execu- 
tive President-elect, sophomore Atin 
Agarwal, had filed an appeal to have the vote 
held during the election, rather than later 
this semester. 

But the BoE felt that submitting petitions 
with signatures from the required 15 percent 
of the student body on the night before class 
elections would prevent students from mak- 
ing well-informed decisions when voting. For 
this reason, voting on the amendments will be 
pushed back until a date yet to be determined. 

BoE Co-Chair senior Michael Seibert, 
who called the move to abolish the BoE 
“antagonistic,” said that the vote would 
likely be held prior to the end of the aca- 
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Michael Korbey spoke on Monday about 
the future of Social Security reform. 


Republicans 
host Social 
Security talk 


BY JOSEPH HO 
THE JoHNns Hopkins News-LeTTER 





On Monday’s College Republicans- 
sponsored event addressing the future of 
social security in the U.S., Michael Korbey 
from the Social Security Administration 
spoke on the possibilities of social security 
reform. 

The panel also featured Adam 
Sheingate, a professor from the Hopkins 
political science departmentand Bruce W. 
Hamilton, a professor from the econom- 
ics department. 

“In policy jargon, social security is known 
as the pay-to-go system. Whenyou're work- 
ing, all the money you pay as taxes come in 
from the front door and go out of the back 
door to the beneficiaries. There’s very little 
surplus,” said Korbey. 

Korbey explained that such a system 
would work well when there are a lot of 
workers paying for social security. How- 
ever, ultimately there will be a need to re- 
form the system in order to keep the level of 
contribution to the system stable. 

Hamilton further described the situation 
by using a boxes analogy to compare the 
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COURTESY OF THE BALTIMORE SUN 
Suspect Donta M. Allen, shown here being escorted by 
police officers, was indicted for murder and burglary. 


BY ERIC RIDGE 





ary. 


THE JOHNS Hopkins News-Letrer 


A grand.jury has indicted Donta M. 
Allen on first-degree murder and first- 
degree burglary charges in connection 
with the killing of Hopkins senior Linda 
Trinh, whose body was found in her off- 
campus apartment building in late Janu- 


According to Allen’s attorney, War- 
ren A. Brown, news of the indictment — 


Allen indicted by grand jury 


Suspect in Trinh murder case faces first-degree murder, burglary charges 


which was announced on Friday — was 
not a surprise, 

“We knew it would be an indict- 
ment,” he said. “We knew that was 
coming.” 

The grand jury’s decision sets the 
stage for Allen, a 27-year-old Baltimore 
native who once worked near the 
Homewood campus and dated one of 
Trinh’s sorority sisters, to face an ar- 
raignment hearing, according to Jo- 
seph Sviatko, public information of- 
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More than 150 students gathered to commemorate the one-year anniversary of junior Chris Elser’s death at the Decker Garden on Monday. 


One year later, students remember Elser 


BY XIAO-BO YUAN 
THE JoHNS Hopkins News-LetTTER 


The last time senior Ben Dower spoke to his 
friend Chris Elser was during the 2004 Caro- 
lina Cup horse races. Dower, then studying 
abroad in Denmark, made an impromptu 
phone call to Elser just as he was sitting 
trackside at his beloved races — but instead of 
being put on hold, Dower recalled his friend’s 


enthusiastic greeting. 


“He took fifteen minutes out of his day at 
the Carolina Cup to ask how I was doing,” 
Dower said. “He was always there for his 


friends. That’s what we should take away from 


his life.” 


Dower’s anecdote was one of many shared by 
students during the memorial held at the Decker 
Garden Monday afternoon in honor of Elser, one 
year after the 20-year-old junior was killed by an 
unidentified intruder inside the Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon fraternity house. 

The memorial — organized by junior SAE 
brother Brian Kinsella, along with University 
Chaplain Sharon Kugler and Dean of Student 
Life Susan Boswell — began with a moment of 
silence to “honor the Elsers’ Quaker practices,” 
said Kinsella, after which the stage was opened to 


anyone who wished to speak. 

A first glance at the estimated 150 students 
in attendance would have revealed little about 
the somber occasion — groups of friends chat- 
ted beside the Decker Garden’s pond, and the 
mood, like the weather, was warm despite the 
occasion. 

But at the end of a year marked by the tragic 
deaths of two more Hopkins students, senior 
Linda Trinh and sophomore Dominic Ferrara, 
Elser’s memorial marked a period of grief and 
personal reexamination for many students. 

“The first year without Chris is the hardest,” 
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ficer for the Baltimore City State’s 
Attorney’s Office. 

At that hearing, which is scheduled to 
take place in Baltimore Circuit Court on 
May 11, the State Attorney’s Office will 
formally announce the charges that Allen 
is facing. 

According to Maryland criminal law, 
an indictment of first-degree murder al- 
leges that the suspect’s killing of the vic- 
tim was willful, deliberate, and premedi- 
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j Security 


plan on 


schedule 


|, Admin. publicizes 


cameras, new gates 


BY PATRICE HUTTON 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-Letter 


University officials releaseda state- 
ment on the fifth installment of secu- 
rity upgrades lastweek, markingcon- 
tinued efforts toimplement President 
Brody’s 15-pointsecurityaction plan. 

_ The statement outlined several 
improvements, including the comple- 
tion of the first installation phase ofa 
new closed-circuit surveillance video 
system on March 28. 24 cameras are 
in place, and all 32 cameras will be 
operational within a few week 

The update and Thursday’s meet- 
ing of the Committee on Homewood 
Security and Safety addressed the 
implementation of the new “smart” 
camera surveillance technology, the 
addition of gates and guardhouses in 
front of the AMR residence halls, 
changes in the blue light telephone 
system and lighting around campus. 

Hopkins officials and students 
on the committee spoke of the im- 
portance of the addition of this sur- 
veillance technology. 

“From our vantage point the sys- 
tem is indeed meeting our expecta- 
tion in fulfilling the role we planned 
for it. That is, a technology supple- 
ment in support of our security of- 
ficers on patrol,” said Hopkins Di- 
rector of Security Ron Mullen. 

He added, “Hopkins officers 
now have ‘eyes’ constantly watch- 
ing areas that heretofore our offic- 
ers could only watch periodically 
during their tours of duty.” 

“The cameras use behavior-smart 
software that recognize sixteen be- 
haviors such as falling down, lurk 
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FAS examines Mexican politics 


New York Times editor critiques course of government reform 


BY DAVID CORRIGAN 
Tue JouNns Hopkins News-Letter 


Journalist Julia Preston spoke 
Tuesday night on the successes and 
failures of democracy in Mexico, and 
America’s responsibility to the 
country, as part of the Foreign Af- 
fairs Symposium. 

Preston is currently working as 
deputy investigations editor for the 
New York Times, and worked for 
both the Times and the Washington 
Post as a correspondent in Mexico 
for over a decade. She is part of a 
Pulitzer Prize winning team, and 
received the Maria Moors Cabot 


Prize for distinguished coverage of 
Latin America. 

Preston also co-wrote the 2004 
book Opening Mexico, which de- 
scribed the triumph of democracy 
in the 2000 election of Mexican 
president Vicente Fox. 

Preston argued that the future of 
democracy in Mexico is uncertain. 
Though Fox’s victory was certainly 
a success, she reasoned, recent de- 
velopments have threatened democ- 
racy and have been met with little 
response from the United States. 

“We have a crisis in Mexican de- 
mocracy, and at the same time, a 
major lost opportunity for the 


United States,” Preston stated. 

Preston was speaking about the 
recent move by the Mexican Con- 
gress to strip Mexico City Mayor 
Lopez Obrador of his political im- 
munity from prosecution, a rarely 
used move called “disafuero.” 

The Congress is blaming 
Obrador for his 2003 breach of a 
court order by building an access 
road to a city hospital through a 
disputed plot of land. 

Though he was only remotely 
involved in the situation, the Mexi- 
can Congress, with the help of the 
Mexican justice system, is using the | 
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New York Times editor Julia Preston spoke on Mexico’s future. 





SPORTS 
Jays shell Terps | 


Hopkins Lacrosse kept its No. 
1 ranking, with an 11-6 victory 
over UMD last Friday. They’re 
nowtheonly undefeated D-1 team 
in the nation. Page A12. 








SCIENCE _ 
Unhappy 21st 


In a move to ruin the fun of 


young people everywhere, legisla- 
tors in some states are 
that prohibitdrinking until theday 
after 21st birthdays. Page A8. 
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FEATURES 
They got game 


OK, not really. But Hopkins 
professors did take on students, 
and almost beat them (no sur- 
prise there) in a basketball show- 
down for charity, Page B3. 
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Anniversary of Elser’s death honored 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
said senior Cory Wingerter, “to 
come back here in the fall and not 
have his presence, his tough-guy 
attitude.” 

Many students at the memorial 
remembered Elser as a charismatic 
fraternity brother and athlete who 
balanceda love of partying with genu- 
ine compassion for his friends. 

Sophomore Rodney Boden re- 
called meeting Elser during his first 
day at Hopkins. 

“I walked into my Italian class, 
my first class at Hopkins, and I sit 
next to his scruffy-looking guy, who 
says to me, ‘Hey, you’rea freshman, 
aren’t you?” Boden said. “That 
whole semester, he was always there 
with a smile or a headache, depend- 
ing on what the previous night was 
like.” 

Boden, who later pledged SAE, 
continued, “It’s sad not seeing that 
smile anymore. He had a huge im- 
pact on me, on my choices.” 

Senior Peter Dixon spoke about 
Elser’s leadership on his club soccer 
team: “One of the things he said to me 
was that you don’t need a title to bea 
leader. He’d always had leadership 
qualities.” 

Even students who were not close 
to Elser participated in the remem- 
brances, paying homage to his cheer- 
ful, approachable spirit. 

“I didn’t know Chris that well,” 
said junior Jonina Lasser, “but I did 
hislaundry for him my freshman year. 
That was my excuse to see him, my 
way of catching up with him.” 

Elser, who is survived by parents 
Kip and Rhetta Elser as well as two 
sisters, was also known to be family- 
oriented and devoted to his home 
state of South Carolina. 

In celebration of his love of home 
and horse races, a large group of 
Elser’s friends and SAE brothers trav- 
eled to see the Carolina Cup this 
spring in his memory. 

Sophomore Dustin Tamsen com- 
mented on the lingering connection 
with Elser’s family: “After getting 
down to South Carolina to see his 


> 


family, I feel like a distant cousin. ’ 

Others who made the com- 
memorative trip to the Carolina 
Cup recounted that the experience 
was cathartic rather than melan- 
cholic. 

“As I looked around me during 
the Cup, nobody was sad, because 
Chris was there,” said senior Popi 
Benisch. 

“He was there in Rhetta’s kind- 
ness, he was there in Kip’s generosity 
in buying us all tickets to the Cup, he 
was there in that we had two kegs 
under a tree and were blasting all his 
favorite songs.” 

After the memorial, attendees were 
invited to a reception at the SAE 
house. For many students who had 
lost a friend in Elser, the memorial’s 
open and casual format struck a per- 





fect note. 

“T thought the format was really 
good, allowing everyone to express 
themselves candidly,” said junior Pat 
Montague. “Andhis loyalty to friends 


- can be seen in the response.” 


Montague added, “His death 
brought people together, and people 
have reached out to each other. 
There’s a very un-Hopkins sense of 
community.” 

Despite the focus on positive 
memories, some students also com- 
mented on the issue of campus se- 
curity after Elser’s death, a source 
of concern that had been com- 
pounded by Trinh’s murder in 
January. , 

“[Elser’s death] was a sad re- 
minder that we live in Baltimore,” 
said senior Yasmine Assadipour. 
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opportunity in an attempt to remove 
Obrador from power. 

“He is being targeted, though he 
didn’t make the decision that led to 
the building of the road. We expect 
that the justice system will have the 
role of resolving these disputes, but 
here, the justice system turnedasmall 
civil dispute into a major criminal 
issue,” Preston said. 

Congress has made this move 
against Obrador because he is con- 
sidered the favorite to win the Mexi- 
can presidency in July of 2006. He is 
extremely popular in Mexico City, 
which has historically beena very dif- 
ficult place for politicians to win over. 

“He is actually doing what the 
people of Mexico City elected him to 
do,” Preston said. 

Preston warned that this latest un- 
democratic move could havea severe 
impact on democracy in Mexico. 
“Mexico has made a major step for- 
ward, but it is currently a very young 
and unstable democracy,” she said. 

In July 2000, Vicente Fox defeated 
Francisco Labastida of the Institu- 
tional Revolutionary Party (PRI), 
which had been in power for over 70 
years in Mexico. 

However, his party, the National 
Action Party (PAN) party, teamed 
up with the PRI in the Mexican Con- 
gress to press charges against Mayor 
Obrador and his surging leftist party. 

“He [Fox] has turned into a disap- 
pointment,” Preston said, “all of the 
skills of working in a democracy — 
he really doesn’t have those.” 

While the election of Fox was a suc- 


“cess, the Mexican justice system, which 


Preston argued is essential for a de- 
mocracy, has failed. The pending arrest 
of Obrador, andasituation in the city of 
Ciudad Juarez involving over 100 un- 
solved murders, stand outas particular 
failures of the current justice system. 
Preston argued that a dramatically 
reformed election system combined 
with the lack of a solidly functioning 
justice system isa sign that Mexico isin 
an unstable and uncertain situation. 
She criticized the American govern- 
b= an ignoring this issue in Mexico. 
have a democracy right on 
our borders, and they did it them- 
selves without bloodshed or wars. 
There has been no recognition by the 
US. of the dimension of this accom- 
plishment in Mexico,” she said. 
Prestonargued thatthe United States 
shopid be moreinvolvedin teed 
democracy. ; 
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She said the United States should 
pay moreattention to Mexico because 
it is one of our largest trading part- 
ners and we share a very long border. 

“Tf there is a steep decline in the 
Mexican economy, it will have a dev- 
astating effect in the southwestern 
United States,” she said. 

Finally, Preston spoke about immi- 
gration, which has lately been a contro- 
versial topic in American politics. 

“Not only do we have a very long 
border, but it divides economies that 
are so disparate. A new bilateral dis- 
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Students compete for 
business plan honors 


With potential investors and skep- 
tical judges alike hurling questions at 
youngentrepreneurs, Hodson Hallhad 
the trappings of a high-powered busi- 
ness boardroom Friday as students 
traded theirsandalsfor slacksand made 
business presentations aimed at earn- 
ing two $5,000 first prizes. 

The sixth annual Johns Hopkins 
University Business Plan Competition, 
sponsored by the W.P. Carey Program 
in Entrepreneurship & Management, 
featured three groups vying for victory 
in each of two categories. Stackeroo, a 
company aiming to rent textbooks to 
buyers online, won first prize in the 
small business category while Veinject, 
a company aiming to simplify the vein 
puncture medical procedure, earned 
first prize in the technology category. 

Stackeroo co-founder sophomore 
Sravisht Iyer said that his group’s vic- 
tory could signal the start ofa business. 

“The important partis thatit’s vali- 
dation for our business idea,” he said. 
“It givesus the confidence to goahead 
with it.” 

Iyer said that he and his business 
partner, junior Ram Chivukula, plan 
to start building a Web site with the 
intention of getting their project off 
the ground this summer. 

Iyer and Chivukula’s spirit was 
precisely the attitude that Hopkins 
officials said they hope to foster by 
holding the annual event. 

Lani Hummel, director of Indus- 
trial Initiatives at the Whiting School of 

i said she hopes that entre- 
geo will pene pemegon 
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cussion about immigration reform is 
way overduein this country,” she said. 

She complimented the Bush ad- 
ministration for trying to give immi- 
grants temporary visas to work in the 
United States, but said that the time 
limit attached to them — only a few 
years — would simply delay the prob- 
lem and not solve it. 

Preston said that eventually im- 
migration will be accepted in the 
United States. 

“There is a willing worker and a 
willing employer,” she said. 





teh 


izingin forensic investigation services 
and one of five judges in the compe- 
tition, said thathe was impressed with 
this year’s applicants. 

“The variety of this year’s presen- 
tations is amazing,” he said. “It’s en- 
lightening and very rewarding for us 
to help students open businesses.” 

Hummel agreed. “This is a prac- 
tice run to present to venture capital- 
ists,” she said. “They've now had a 
rehearsal and a dry run.” 

— Eric Ridge 


Local students meet 
for homeland security 
conference at Hopkins 


Over 50 Baltimore-area high 
school students gathered last week- 
end for a two-day conference on 
homeland security, hearing from city, 
state and federal policymakers and 
first responders. 

Theconference, titled “Securing the 
Future,” sought to engage students in 
dialogue on issues in homeland secu- 
rity and teach them about the role of 


Jocalofficials in safeguarding Baltimore 


City against a terrorist attack. 

Guests included Maryland Con- 
gressman Benjamin Cardin, Balti- 
more Fire Chief William T. Goodwin 
and Maryland Director of Homeland 
Security Dennis Schrader. 

Following each presentation, stu- 
dents divided up into breakout ses- 
sions in which they debated the issues 
discussed by the speakers. 

Subjects covered included the role 
of Baltimore City’s first-responder 
system and the strategic implications 
of U.S. foreign policy. 

Fora final project, each student was 


responsible for proposing programs to 
sdaripes awareness of local efforts to 


and the security of Baltimore City 
event terr attacks, 
es eed Schreiber 
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Students gathered in Decker Garden near the Nichols House to honor the life of fallen student Chris Elser. 


For Kinsella, the tragedy of 
Elser’s death could teach students 
about their responsibilities to keep 
the community and themselves safe. 

“Hopefully, it will remind people 
to remember their personal security,” 
Kinsella said. “It’s like 9/11 — it’s a 
tragedy, but people should be able to 
learn from it.” 





Six professors win 
5 Guggenheim awards 


BY KATHERINE BREWER 
THE JouNns Hopkins News-Letter 


Six Hopkins professors won 
Guggenheim Fellowships this year, 
three of whom teach on the 
Homewood campus. More Hopkins 
professors won the prestigious re- 
search grant this year than in the last 
ten years at Hopkins. 

Generally encompassing a period 
of six to 12 months, the Guggenheim 
Fellowships are awarded to support 
outstanding scholars in their research 
work. 

The Hopkins professors awarded 
the fellowship will be using the fund- 
ing to work in a variety of fields. 

“This award will allow me to write 
a book on which I have been working 
for quite a few years, and which now 
requires a period of uninterrupted 
time to complete,” said philosophy 
professor Eckart Forster, who will use 
the Guggenheim to finish a book on 
Immanuel Kantand Friedrich Hegel. 

“The Guggenheim will allow me 
write a book during the next academic 
year about how and why American 
families are different from families in 
other wealthy countries,” said An- 
drew Cherlin, the Griswold professor 
of public policy and sociology. 

Professor Christopher Sogge, 
chairman of the department of math- 
ematics, plans to research wave equa- 
tions on Riemannian manifolds. 

“IT was very happy to get the 
Guggenheim. Itcomesata good time 





Grand jury indicts 
suspect in Trinh case 


Allen to face arraignment hearing May 11 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
-tated. A charge of first-degree bur- 
glary alleges that the suspect entered 
the victim’s dwelling with the intent 


_ to commit theft or another-crime of 
violence. 


ad tied ik top henner 


During Allen’s arraignment, the 
prosecution will also announce the 
penalties they are seeking in the 
case. 

Although first-degree murder car- 
ries a maximum penalty of death, the 
prosecution can instead elect to seek 
life in prison either with or without 
the opportunity for parole. 

Butregardless of whether the pros- 
ecution seeks the death penalty, 
Brown said that his client will likely 
enter a plea of not guilty at the ar- 
raignment. 

At that time, Brown is expected 
to make several motions requesting 
various pieces of evidence against 
Allen. 

For example, although police and 
prosecutors have said that Allen’s 
DNA was found somewhere on 
Trinh’s body, Brown says that he will 
ask the State’s Attorney’s Office to 
specify exactly where it was found on 
her body. 

In addition, Brown will also likely 
ask the prosecution to provide infor- 
mation about the interrogation that 
occurred in the hours following 
Allen’s arrest. 

“T'll be very interested in seeing 
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Perfect for students! 
Market Research Company in 
Randallstown needs telephone 

interviews. NO Sales, will train. 
Day and evening shifts available. 
Bay Area Research, 9936 Liberty 
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JEWISH EGG DONOR 
$50,000+ (Plus All Expenses) 
Loving, caring couple is seeking a 
highly intelligent, attractive 
woman who is under the age of 29. 
If you have a desire to hep and 
would like more information 
please contact us. 

Email: darlene@aperfectmatch,com 
www.aperfectmatch.com 


1-800-264-8828 






PAID ADVERTISEMENT 


EGG DONORS NEEDED $10,000 
(PLUS ALL EXPENSES) 
Weare seeking women who are 
attractive, under the age of 29, 
SAT 1300+, physically fit and 

healthy lifestyl estyle. If 
you have a desire to help an infer- 
¢ family and would like more 
information please call us. 
Email: darlene@aperfectmatch.com 
www.aperfectmatch.com 
1-800-264-8828 





maintaining a 


exactly the particulars of the inter- 
view,” Brown said. 

During the interrogation nearly 
one month ago, Allen told investiga- 
tors that he breached the lock in 
Trinh’s apartment in The Charles on 
the day that she was killed with the 
intention of stealing items or money 
from inside. 

He admitted to having a brief al- 
tercation with Trinh in which he as- 
saulted her, but Allen maintained that 
he did not kill her, according to 
sources close to the investigation. 

Also at the arraignment, the judge 
will set a court date for Allen’s trial, 
which could be scheduled to begin 
later this year. 





for me. Iam stepping down as chair 
of the mathematics department and 
want to be able to travel and catch up 
on research next year,” said Sogge. 

He added, “The Guggenheim will 
helpalot. Next semester, I will be co- 
organizing a semester- long program 
in my area at the Mathematics Sci- 
ences Research Institute in Berkeley. 
In the spring I'll visit Paris.” 

M. Gregg Bloche, adjunct profes- 
sor in the department of health policy 
and management at the Bloomberg 
School of Public Health, will use his 
funding to write a book titled 
Hippocrates’ Myth: Medicine in the 
Public Sphere. 

Professor Piero Gleijeses at the 
Paul Nitze School of Advanced Aca- 
demic Studies will write a book on 
Cubanand U.S. policy toward South- 
ern Africa in the Carter and Reagan 
years. He will use his money to travel 
to Europe, Africa and Cuba, the last 
of which has allowed him access to 
closed documents. 

“Considering the documents I 
have I would have to be an idiot not to 
write a good book,” said Gleijeses. 

The money given in the 
Guggenheim Fellowships varies de- 
pending on the project. 

”In my case, there is not very much 
moneyinvolved,” said Forster. “Unlike 
scientists or movie directors who need 
to apply for considerable amounts of 
money to carry out their projects, a 
philosopherisknown tonotneedmuch 
money to do his job — and conse- 
quently is awarded relatively little.” 

Forster and Gleijeses both com- 
plained that there are currently few fel- 
lowships available in the humanities. 

“There are unfortunately very few 
scholarships in the humanities left to 
apply to. This year I was eligible only 
for a Guggenheim and the National 
Humanities Center, so I sent in an 
application to both and hoped for the 
best,” said Forster. 

“This fellowship will help me to 
take a six-month academic sabbati- 
cal, my first in 16 years while at 
Hopkins,” said Guohua Li, a profes- 
sor of emergency ogee at the 
School of Medicine. / 

“The substaitive area Be my 
funded research is injury epidemiol- 
ogy and control,” said Li. “Hopefully 
I can publish these results in a book 
titled Safe Aging.” 

According to Cherlin, the appli- 
cation process forces scholars to dis- 
till their ideas and accomplishments 
into five pages: a three-page research 
proposal and a two-page account of 
the applicant’s career. The applica- 
tions must also be supplemented by 
four letters of recommendation. 
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CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
ing, acide “iy movements above the 
head,” 1 Security Council mem- 
ber junior iste Thrift 
Mullen noted that the student 
body may not be aware of the cam 


eras’ installment. He said, “Students 


have been ‘pleasantly surprised’ b 
the quality of the news camera sys 
tem, but they thought that it shoulc 
be publicized a little bit better so th 
they know what’s available.” 

Dean of Student Life Susan Boswell 
called the addition of the cameras a 


“visible sign” of improvement fo 
campus security. 

“However, | thinkit’s still too soon 
to tell what their impact will be, 
Boswell added. 

Another point on the security 
date detailed a pl an 
trances of the AMR c 
the installation of a gate and guard- 
house entrance building. 
Similar systems will be set up inside 


up 
1. to secure the en- 


complexes with 


for each 





Wolman and McCoy to secure those 
as W ell. 

“T believe the modifications to the 
rances will be made over the sum- 
, completed by [students’] fall 
nove-in,” Mullen said 


ent 


Interim Dean of the Krieger 
School of Arts and Sciences Adam 


Falk said that the reevaluation of 

the entrances to residential com- 

plexes is necessary because of the 
‘ 


oblems that easy access to the resi- 


dential halls pose. 

not been successful 
with our current system. The prob- 
lem is that everyone in the dorms 
erybody else in, regardless of 
Falk 


We have 


lets eV 
if they know who they are, 
said. 

The security update also dis- 
cussed upgrades that have been 
made to the blue light phones 
around campus. The update noted 
that the project took longer than 


was expected, due in part to sys- 


NEWS 


Impact of security cameras unclear 


Committee's student members concerned about poor communication with undergrads 


tems that needed rewiring. 

“Lighting improvements are be- 
ing made as quickly as contractor 
schedules, equipment and supplies 
permit,” added Mullen. 

In addition to the upgrades listed 
in the e-mail, Thrift noted several 
other potential changes as discussed 
by the Security Council. 

Thrift said that there was discus- 
sion over a plan to move the secu- 
rity station from behind Shriver to 
a larger and more centralized loca- 
tion on campus. She said that this 
location would serve as a security 
command center from which the sur- 
veillance video technology would be 
operated. 

Thrift also stated that the Coun- 
cil plans to reevaluate ways to make 
the security escort van service more 
effective; such as ensuring that ar- 
eas in which students wait to catch 
vans are safe and upon dropping 
students off making sure that vans 


Panel examines Social Security 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE AI 
amount oftaxes received and the ben 
efits given out. 

“Tf two boxes are of the same size, 
there is no problem,’ 

“Right now, the tax box is a little 
bit bigger than the benefit box, but 
it’s not going to last. Therein lies the 
fundamental problem, and the ques- 
tion is what possible fixes there are,” 
Hamilton added. 

The speaker addressed two major 
directions for solving the problem, 
includeding a tax raise and benefit 
cuts. 

Hamilton pointed out that un- 
der these two possible fixes, the gov- 
ernment could also raise the retire- 
ment age. This means that more 
people would be paying for social 
security. 

“The least difficult thing to do is 
to raise the payroll tax. That’s what 
we've been doing,” said Sheingate. 

Sheingate addressed the politi- 
cal difficulties of the social security 
system. 


Hamilton said. 





He pointed out that a problem 
with this kind of system is that the 
are very concentrated but the 
benefits are widely diffused. 

The event was 
organized by the 
College Republi- 
cans in an effort 


costs 


to raise the stu- ested,” said 
dents’ awareness ity | Goldwein. 
on theissue of so- security ed VET Y “They asked 
cial security. ° a d 29. 
sae importantissue, ——_fenaotaver 
dents attended : of the campus 
the panel discus- especially for the hasn’t showed | 
sion, ; much interest in 
“Tjustfeltthat YOUNQer generation. the issue. We 
meen ele —MARCGOLDWEIN, (59°85. 
issue, especially SOPHOMORE people’s atten- 


$2 0E a! Le A TRAD Sa IE EE PAR, 
| just felt that social 


security that need to be addressed.” 

The College Republicans hoped 
to create a platform for discussion 
about the debate over security re- 
form. 

“I feel like 
those who came 
were very inter- 





for the younger 
generation,” said 


Marc Goldstein, former director of 


operations of the Hopkins College 
Republicans. 

He added, “Thereare strong opin- 
ions out there talking all about social 





tion and it’s a 
hard thing to 
do. I don’t really have an easy an- 
swer for that,” he added. 

College Republicans have also 
planned an upcoming panel discus- 
sion on medical malpractice liability. 





THE ONLY THING 
YOU EXCELLED IN 
THIS SEMESTER 


WAS FRISBEE GOLF. 


Summer classes at Towson. 
They might be just what you need. 
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Face it, it wouldn't hurt to get a few credits out of the way. And this summer, Towson 
University is offering more of the classes you need than ever before. Plus it’s close to home, 
and we offer lots of easily transferable courses at all levels. Call 410-704-2471 to register. 
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wait to see that students get inside 
safely. 

“Students needing an escort van 
will be able to go to an emergency 
phone that has a camera either on it 


or within view of it and call for an | 


escort using the chrome button. The 
monitor would then be able to keep 
an eye on the students and the loca- 
tion until the escort van arrived. These 
areas would be clearly marked with 
signage,” Mullen said. 

Despite these improvements, 
Thrift noted several concerns that she 
still holds for students. 

“I think our main problem is com- 
municating what’s going on to stu- 
dents,” Thrift said. 

She hopes that a restructuring of 
the Security Council, which is to take 
place through a series of meetings 


over the summer, will seek to remedy 


this concern. 

“There are going to be two sub- 
committees of the Security Council 
formed,” said Thrift, “one will focus 
on communications and the other on 
community relations.” 

However, no matter how much 
communication there is, Thrift is still 
concerned, “I think the on thing that 
worries me is students. I see students 


| whocontinue to make horriblydumb 


decisions,” she said. 


Thrift expressedaconcernthattoo | 


many freshmen do not take the ori- 
entation security meeting seriously 
enough. 

“Tn the future they will be done 
in small groups — where the lead- 
ers can see everyone's eyes,” Thrift 
said, 

Upon surmising the recent secu- 
rity upgrades, Thrift noted that the 


changes should have taken place | 


sooner: “I think that this all should 
have taken place after [Elser’s] mur- 
der.” 

Hopkins administrators also con- 
tinue to search for a replacement for 
security director Mullen, who is due 
to leave as soon as a search headed by 


the central administration hires a re- | 


placement. 

“In the fall, we expect to have iden- 
tified the new director of security,” 
Jim McGill, senior vice president for 
administration, said at the Security 
Council meeting. 


Fri/Sat, May 6/7, 8 pm 
KWAME RYAN, conductor 
Grieg: Holberg Suite ~ Mozart: Violin Concerto No. 5 





StuCo officers seek 


CONTINUED FROM Pace Al 
demic year, but could not confirm 
that it would not take place early next 
semester. 

Voting in the class elections will 


| run as usual on Thursday, from 9 





a.m. to 9 p.m. at various locations on 
campus. 

In total, sixamendments were pro- 
posed, all put forth by StuCo mem- 
bers. Five were packaged into one 
petition, while the amendment to 
abolish the BoE stood on its own. 

If passed, the amendment to abol- 
ish the BoE would set up anew Com- 
mittee on Student Elections to run all 
future elections. 

The executive president of StuCo 
and the director of student involve- 
ment would provide managerial over- 
sight of all CSE decisions. 

StuCo Executive President-elect 
Atin Agarwal, a sophomore, com- 
mented that a history of problems led 
to his decision to author the amend- 
ment. 

“In the past two years there have 
been problems with basically every 
election, and that’s not acceptable,” 


| Agarwal said. “We've had several 


meetings with [the BoE], and basi- 
cally there’s been nochange. This is a 
consistent problem and the solution, 
as we see it, is to abolish the BoE.” 
He added that he does not expect 
any immediate problems if the refer- 
endum is passed. “The next election 
wont take place until fall. Part of the 
amendment is that the new group’s 
bylaws need to be written by Septem- 


ber 1, 2005, so everything that needs 


to will be in place by then.” 

Inthe amendment’s original draft, 
only the director of student involve- 
ment — currently Jeff Groden-Tho- 
mas — would supervise the actions 
of the CSE. According to Agarwal, 
Groden-Thomas recommended that 
the StuCo executive president serve 
as an additional source of oversight. 

Groden-Thomas was not imme- 
diately available for comment. 

Seibert said that the proposed 
amendment did not come as a shock 
to the BoE. 

“Honestly, at this point it really 


| doesn’t mean anything. We're still 


going to run the election to the best of 


BALTIMORE SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


Great Discounts 


Mozart Violin Concerto No. 5 


Sun, May 8, 3 pm 
HENNING KRAGGERUD, violin 


to dismantle BoE 


our ability. We certainly have a more 
antagonistic relationship with StuCo, 
and it has always been somewhat like 
this, though they rarely ever do any- 
thing to help us,” Seibert said. 

There have been instances of co 
operation between the two organiza- 
tions recently, but Seibert does not 
anticipate that the relationship will 
improve. 

Seibert’s co-chair, Jae Cho, added, 
“1 don’t mind the BoE being blamed 
for mishaps, but I really want every- 
thing to be fair. This amendment 
would give the president the power to 
influence the election. Ifmembers are 
re-elected, people are going to start 
asking questions.” 

He continued, “Ifit were up to me, 

I really have no pro blem not being on 
the BoE as long as e verything can run 
smoothly. A lot of people think we're 
power-hungry, but we’re not. We’re 
mostly frustrated about students not 
showing up to vote.” 

Agarwal said that there are checks 
in place to prevent the StuCo presi- 
dent from exerting undue influence 
over the CSE. “This will all be speci- 
fied in the bylaws, but the president is 
not allowed to be involved in any de 
cisions that involve him. This way we'll 
prevent an obvious conflict of inter- 
est.” 

The other set of five amendments 
includes several significant changes 
to the StuCo constitution. If all five 
passed, StuCo would be empowered 
to changeits constitution without hav- 
ing to present amendments for ap- 
proval by the student body. 

Another amendment would 
change the group’s policy for filling 
vacancies. Currently, class presidents 
have the power to fill open positions 
in their delegations on their own. This 
new amendment would allow the en- 
tire class delegation to vote and fill 
vacancies. 

Agarwal noted that a recent con- 
flict in which Senior Class President 

Payal Patel appointed her roommate 
Michelle Lee to the class de legation 
was part of the reason this amend- 
ment was proposed by StuCo. 

He added that the amendments 
were met with almost universal sup 
port within StuCo. 


~ Beethoven: Symphony No. 1 


Underwritten by a generous grant from the M & T Charitable Foundation Media Partner WYPR 


JUNICHI HIROKAMI, conductor 


Aerial 
Thur/Fri, May 12/13, 8 pm 


HAKAN HAROENBERGER, trumpet 


Program includes; H.K. Gruber; Aerial ~ Rachmaninoff: Symphony No. 3 


Presented by Mercantile-Safe Deposit & Trust Company 


Wachovia Presents 


Boys Choir of Harlem 
Sun, May 15, 3 pm 


The Boys Choir of Harlem returns for an inspiring mix of 


JACK EVERLY, conductor 


classical, spiritual, gospel and jazz favorites. 


Swing! 
Fri, May 20, 8 pm 
ANN HAMPTON CALLAWAY, vocalist 


THE CAPITOL QUARTET 


The Meyerhoff is jumpin’ and jivin’ with Swing, featuring the outrageously 


Presented by Constellation Energy Media Partner: WBAL 


talented Ann Hampton Callaway, 


SPECIAL FACULTY ¥ DISCOUNT! 


Great seats are available 2 for j just $20 by buying online 
at www) baltimoresymphony.org/ faculty, (Offer only available online.) 
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“Students can purchase advance $10 Student Rush tickets now! » 
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Bush condemns Syria, 
Hezbollah funding of Iraqi 
Baathists in insurgencies 





WASHINGTON (AP) — If Syria wants to improve its | | 


relations with the United States, it needs to stop backing 
Baathists in Iraq, completely withdraw from Lebanon and | 
shut down the offices of the militant group Hezbollah, 
President Bush says. | 

“Hezbollah not only is trying to destabilize the peace 
process between Israel and the Palestinians, but Hezbollah, | 
as you know, is a dangerous organization,” the president 
told the Lebanese Broadcasting Corp. Monday. 


Both Iran and Syria have supported the Lebanese | | 


group Hezbollah in its attacks on Israel. The State De- | F 


partment considers the group a terrorist organization, 
but Lebanon considers Hezbollah a legitimate resis- 
tance movement. 

“Syria has got to do its part about making sure that 
Hezbollah doesn’t receive support from Syria,” Bush said, | 
according to a transcript of the interview released by the 
White House on Tuesday. 

The U.S. government blames Hezbollah for numerous 
attacks since the 1980s, including the bombings of a U.S. 
Marine barracks and U.S. Embassy in Beirut. The group | 
has also been accused of striking the Israeli Embassy anda 
Jewish cultural center in separate bombings in Argentina | 
in the early 1990s that killed scores. Hezbollah denies the 
claims. 

Demands by the United Nations and the United States | 
that Syrian forces leave Lebanon intensified after the Feb. 
14 assassination of former Lebanese Premier Rafik Hariri. 
Bush said his administration has been clear about the steps 
it wants Syria to take. 

Bush said he thinks Syria will respond to diplomatic 
pressure, and that the United States would be willing to 
rally the international community to help Lebanon’s 
economy. 


— The Associated Press 


Government abolishes 
singular food pyramid, 
adopts 12 different guides 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The government on Tuesday 
discarded its one-size-fits-all food pyramid in favor of 12 
different triangle-shaped guides, each geared to differing 
lifestyles and nutritional needs. 

Inside the familiar pyramid shape, rainbow-colored bands 
representing different food groups run vertically from the tip 
to the base. The old pyramid’s sections ran horizontally. 

Agriculture Secretary Mike Johanns called it “a system 
of information to help consumers understand how to put 
nutrition recommendations into action.” 

Officials hope the new symbols will renew interest in 
healthy habits butacknowledged thatit will take time tomake 

a difference in America’s growing girth. 

People have steadily grown fatter since the food pyra- 
mid debuted in 1992. A report last month in The New 
England Journal of Medicine contended that obesity, par- 
ticularly in children, was causing a reversal in life expect- 
ancy, shaving four to nine months off the average life span. 

Johanns said the 1992 pyramid had “become quite 
familiar, but few Americans follow the recommendations.” 
He said that knowledge about nutrition and food con- 
sumption patterns has grown significantly in the past dozen 
years and is reflected in the new food guidance symbols. 

“If we don’t change these trends, our children may be 
the first generation that cannot look forward to a longer 
life span than their parents,” said Eric Bost, the Agriculture , 
Department’s under secretary for food, nutrition and con- 
sumer services 

The new guide is just one element of a system aimed at 
making people slimmer and healthier, said Eric Hentges, 
director of the Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion. 
Also in store are Internet tools to help follow the new 
recommendations, as well as tools to help educators and 
nutritionists spread the word. 


— The Associated Press 


Poll puts O’Malley ahead of 
Ehrlich in race for governor 


BALTIMORE (AP) — A new poll shows Baltimore 
Mayor Martin O’Malley leading Gov. Robert Ehrlich ina 
potential race for governor. 

The poll, conducted by Potomac Inc. for The Baltimore 
Sun, shows O’Malley ahead of Ehrlich 45 percent to 39 
percent with a margin of error of 3.2 percentage points. 

Thesurvey resultsshowa downward shiftin the governor's 
job approval rating since January, the last time Potomac Inc. 
questioned likely voters on state politics and issues. 

The three-month period was dominated by news of an 
aide to the governor spreading Internet rumors about 
O’Malley, and a legislative decision to put a constitutional 
amendment on the ballot next year giving the legislature 
veto power over the sale of certain state land. 

Still, more than half of potential voters say they like the 
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Conclave ended at the Vatican Tuesday, when Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was selected 265th pontiff of the Catholic Church. Ratzinger chose the title Benedict XVI. 


German cardinal, Ratzinger, selected as Pope 


BY VICTOR L. SIMPSON 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — At 78, Joseph Ratzinger 
seemed the ideal candidate for the role ofa “transitional” 
pope —ashort-term papacy allowing the Roman Catho- 
lic Church to take stock of the legacy from Pope John 
Paul I’s dynamic 26 years. 

Known as the Vatican enforcer of church teaching, 


| the first German pope in nearly 1,000 years was the most 


suitable prelate to pursue John Paul’s conservative poli- 


cies — including rejection of contraception, abortion, — 


women priests and gay unions. 

This time the cardinals made the favorite the pope, 
electing Ratzinger with unusual speed Tuesday. After 
being chosen on the fourth ballot, the new pontiff dis- 
played a broad smile and took the name Benedict XVI. 

Appearing on St. Peter’s Basilica balcony as dusk fell, 
a red cape over his new white robes, the white-haired 
Ratzinger called himself “a simple, humble worker.” 

The crowd responded to the 265th pope by waving 
flags and chanting “Benedict! Benedict!” 

From Notre Damein Paris to the Basilica of Guadalupe 
in Mexico City, cathedral bells tolled and prayers were 
offered. Millions watched live television broadcasts of St. 
Peter’s bells pealing at 6:04 p.m. and white smoke pour- 


ing from the Sistine Chapel’s chimney — signs a new 
pope had been chosen. 

Not everyone was happy, however. Jose Silvano, a 40- 
year-old travel agent from Brazil, called Ratzinger “the 
right pope for the cardinals, but not for the people. We 
were hoping for a South American, a Brazilian, a pope 
who would work for the neediest and the rights of women 
and children.” 

Niels Hendrich, 40, of Hamburg, Germany, jumped up 
and down at the prospect of a new pope — but then gave 
only three halfhearted claps when he learned who it was. 

“T am not happy about this at all,” he said. “Ratzinger 
will put the brakes on all the progressive movements in 
the church that I support.” 

But Cardinal Walter Kasper of Germany said 
Ratzinger’s communication skills were a factor in his 
selection. “They wanted a man who is firm in faith and 
church doctrine but also a man who can explain things,” 
Kasper told CNN. 

At the sound of the bells, nuns pulled up their long 
skirts and joined others jogging toward St. Peter’s Square 
to watch the new pope emerge. Many were delighted 
when Chilean Cardinal Jorge Arturo Medina Estivez 
stepped onto the balcony and announced Ratzinger’s 
election. 

“The cardinals elected a good and holy man who was 


close to Pope John Paul II,” said Mark Wunsch, 27, a 
religious philosophy student from Denver. “He'll be a 
wonderful and good leader in preaching the truth and 
love.” 

As head of the powerful Congregation for the Doc- 
trine of the Faith, Ratzinger disciplined dissidents, backed 
John Paul in resisting reforms sought by liberals and 
urged caution in pursuing relations with other denomi- 
nations. 

Coming from a continent where many churches are 
empty, he has pushed for Europe to rediscover its Chris- 
tian roots while suggesting that Turkey’s bid for mem- 
bership in the European Union may be incompatible 
with European culture. 

“Dear brothers and sisters, after the great Pope John 
Paul II, the cardinals have elected me —a simple, humble 
worker in the vineyard of the Lord,” the new pope said in 
heavily accented Italian after being introduced. 

“The fact that the Lord can work and act even with 
insufficient means consoles me, and above all I entrust 
myself to your prayers,” he said. 

Ratzinger went into the conclave a favorite. But the 
cardinals had appeared torn among choosing a short-term 
pope, returning the papacy to Italy after Polish-born John 
Paul’s reign or electing a prelate from Latin America, home 
to nearly half the world’s 1.1 billion Catholics. 





job the governor is doing and tend to hold a favorable 
personal view of him. SE 
Voters overwhelmingly say Ehrlich does a good job com- 
municating his priorities, although in general they disap- 
prove of the way he has handled key issues facing the state. 
O'Malley, a Democrat, leads Ehrlich, a Republican, 45 
percent to 39 percent in a potential gubernatorial general 
election next year, with about one in six likely voters 
undecided. In January 2004, the governor and mayor were 
deadlocked, each getting the support of 40 percent of 
respondents, with 20 percent undecided. 
Ehrlich would defeat the other top Democratic contender 
for governor, Montgomery County Executive Douglas M. 
- Duncan, 44 percent to 38 percent, in a general election pair- 
ing, the survey showed. Eighteen percent were undecided. 


— The Associated Press 





Iraqi Shiites advocate death sentence for Hussein 


BY JAMIE TARABAY 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) — The largest 
political bloc in Iraq’s new government 
demanded Monday the execution of 
Saddam Hussein if the ousted Iraqi leader 
is convicted of war crimes, saying incom- 
ing President Jalal Talabani should step 
down if he is not prepared to sign the 
death warrant. 

“This is something that cannot be dis- 
cussed at all,” said Ali al-Dabagh, a 
spokesman for the clergy-led United 
Iraqi Alliance, which holds 140 seats in 
Iraq’s 275-member National Assembly. 

“We feel he is a criminal. He is the 
No. 1 criminal in the world. He is a mur- 
derer,” he said. 

Talabani, a former Kurdish rebelleader, 
told the BBC on Monday that signing a 
death warrant for Saddam would be con- 
trary to his beliefs as a human rights advo- 
cate and opponent of capital punishment. 

“I personally signed a call for ending 
execution throughout the world, and I’m 
respecting my signature,” Talabani told 
the BBC. 

Talabani conceded, however, that he 
was probably alone in the government to 
hold this view. 

“No one is listening to me, to be frank 
with you,” he told the BBC. “My two part- 
ners in the presidency, the government, 
the House, all of them are for sentencing 
Saddam Hussein to death before the court 
will decide.” 

Saddam and his top lieutenants will be 
tried before the Iraqi Special Tribunal es- 
tablished in late 2003. The tribunal has 


given no official dates for starting the tri- 


als, although national security adviser 
Mouwafak al-Rubaie said earlier this 
month that Saddam could go on trial by 


| the end of the year. 


_ The death penalty was reintroduced 
in Iraq in August 2004 for crimes in- 
cluding murder, endangering national 





security and drug trafficking. But it is 
only meant to be a temporary measure 
in the effort to stamp out the country’s 
insurgency. 

Al-Dabagh, a member of the Shiite ma- 
jority long oppressed under Saddam’srule, 
said Saddam’s execution was not nego- 
tiable. 

“Tf the court says he’s a criminal, we will 
follow it,” al-Dabagh said in an interview 
with The Associated Press. Talabani “isnow 
the president, and he should follow the 


law. If he doesn’t want to sign it, then he 
should resign the presidency.” 

Talabani said he might abstain from 
making a decision and leave it to his two 
deputies. 

“I can go on holiday and let the two 
others decide,” he told the BBC. 

Saddam was captured north of Baghdad 
in December 2003 and has been in custody 
with several of his top henchmen ata U.S.- 
guarded detention facility near Baghdad’s 
international airport. 


He spends his days in a 10’ by 13’ cell 
and “seems to be enjoying himself” read- 
ing books, national security adviser 
Mouwafak al-Rubaie told the AP. 

“He chooses every day books, from 
hundreds of choices — literature, fiction, 
not political stuff,” al-Rubaie said. 

Saddam was also allowed to watch a 
recording of the election of the presidency 
council, and continues to write what al- 
Rubaie called “rubbishy” poetry. He could 
not provide an example. 





Clinton considers 2008 run for pres. 


BY MARC HUMBERT ~ 
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


ALBANY, New York (AP) — She is 
leading in the polls for the Democrats’ 
presidential nomination in 2008. At least 
one top Republican ranks her as a formi- 
dable presidential candidate. Longtime 
critics are amassing money and manpower 
to derail her political career. 

And all Hillary Rodham Clinton wants 
to talk about is her bid for re-election to 
the U.S. Senate in 2006. 

“06, ’06, 06,” the New York Democrat 
chuckled when asked recently about her 
presidential ambitions. 

The former first lady and her top aides 
steadfastly maintain that her focus is on 
winning a second term representing New 
York state in the U.S. Senate. In fact, they 
haye stopped talking publicly about the 
White House and 2008. 


But Republicans say her sights clearly - 


are on the presidency and they are deter- 
mined to stop her. 

New York’s Republican chairman, 
Stephen Minarik, has beguna “Stop Hillary 
Now!” fund-raising drive while longtime 
party operative Arthur Finkelstein is lin- 
ing up donors with a separate “Stop Her 


Now” effort looking to raise $10 million. 

Minarik is imploring the Republicans 
to defeat Clinton in the 2006 Senate race 
and dash her presidential hopes. “This is 
not merely a race for New York,” he wrote. 
“It’s a race for America.” 

Cash and enthusiasm may not prove 
sufficient, however. 

Republicans lack a big-name challenger 
to take on Clinton next year. Rudolph 
Giuliani’s top political adviser said the former 
New York City mayor, widely seen asa presi- 
dential contender, is too busy with business 
interests to run for the Senate. New York’s 
Republican governor, George Pataki, has said 
he has no plans to run. 

Others mentioned include Manhattan 
lawyer Edward Cox, a son-in-law of the 


late President Richard Nixon. Clinton led 


Cox by a 66-26 percent margin in a recent 
statewide poll from the Marist College In- 
stitute for Public Opinion. 

Any challenger would need to start rais- 
ing money quickly in a state where Senate 
races are among the costliest in the country, 

Forher 2006bid, Clinton’s campaign said 
Monday that it had raised almost $4 million 
during the first three months of this year and 
had more than $8.7 milliononhand. 

The high-profile political life of this 


Democratoften vilified by the rightand wor- 
shipped by theleft took an odd turnlast week 
when her husband came to her defense. 
Asked about Finkelstein’s “Stop Her 
Now!” effort, former President Bill Clinton 
called it “sad.” Healluded toareportthat the 
Republican Operative had recently married 
his longtime male partner, a development 
that contrasts with the Republican party’s 
tough stance against same-sex marriage. 
One politician mentioned as a possible 
Republican candidate for the White House 
in 2008 is Newt Gingrich, the former House 
speaker. He told the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors last week that he 
Clinton to win re-election in 2006, capture 
her party’s presidential nomination in 2008 
and have a good shot at the White House. 
“Any Republican who thinks she will 
be easy to beat has total amnesia about the 
Clintons,” Gingrich said, adding that she 
has in her husband “the smartest Ameri- 


cording to a February poll by Co 
tetas by Siena College 


Rice had the support of 42 percent, 
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A Poignant Commemoration 


It is important to remember that April 
18,2004 was a beautiful day. The magno- 
lias on the lower quad had opened and 
their petals had begun to fall. Prospective 
students hid from an irrepressible sun 
under newly bought Hopkins hats as 
they toured a campus looking its best. 
Professors held classes on the grass 
outside, in the Decker garden and on 
the upper quad before the cricket play- 
ers took over. If you didn’t remember 
the sun or the flowers or the students 
sitting cross-legged on the grass, you 
might think April 18, 2004 was a dark 
day at Hopkins. You'd be half-right. 

When Christopher Elser succumbed 
to his woundslast April, sorrow gripped 
the Homewood community. On April 
18, 2005, it was evident that the sorrow 
had begun to lift. 

This time, no classes were held in the 
Decker garden. Instead, about 150 sol- 
emn undergrads took time Monday af- 
ternoon to sit quietly around the foun- 
tain on the Nichols House lawn to reflect 
on Elser’s life. 





Guggenheim 


Six Hopkins-affiliated professors 
were awarded Guggenheim grants this 


week, the largest number of awardees 


in a single year in the University’s his- 
tory. Hopefully, the successes of these 
six Hopkins scholars signal a rising 
trend for external grants for Univer- 
sity-affiliated professors. The awards 
— most of which were granted for hu- 
manities or social science research — 
signify that Hopkins is continuing to 
improve its reputation as a well- 
rounded institution. 

The Guggenheim awards exist so that 
the recipients can pursue specialized 
research projects. For instance, SAIS 
professor of American foreign policy 
Piero Gleijeses plans to examine “Cu- 
ban and U.S. policy toward Southern 
Africa in the Carter and Reagan years.” 
Such projects often involve travel and 
lodging expenses in foreign countries. 
The awards will cover such expenses 





Giving our campus some Life 


Last Saturday evening, there were hun- 
dreds of students on the Upper Quad. 
Just getting them there isan achievement. 
The fact that those in attendance raised 
well over $30,000 for cancer research 
makes it even more spectacular. That 
those students actually had fun doing it 
should serve as a heads up for University 
administrators whose job it is to improve 

student life on campus. 

Relay for Life is a yearly effort by the 
American Cancer Society held at schools 
across the country. This year’s all-night 
event at Hopkins featured a DJ and bands 
for entertainment, as well as free food 
anda raffle. This unusual combination of 
philanthropy and funisjustwhat Hopkins 
needs, as the undergraduate experience 
here has much room for improvement in 
both areas. Homewood takes onan eerily 


receive from the University. 


Students shared stories, alternately | 
poignantand amusing, about how Elser | 
had affected their lives and what he had 
taught them. Elser’s family relayed word | 
of the appreciation they felt for his 
friends and fellow students, even ex- 
tending an invitation to their home in | 
South Carolina. It was a fitting tribute 
to a student lost to us, but whom no- | 
body wants to forget. | 

But for all the muted tones and mo- 
ments of heavy laughter, nothing spoke | 
louder than the assembled crowd sit- 
ting silently to acknowledge Elser’s life. | 
Only the light splashing of the fountain 
could be heard for those short minutes 
when the school gathered to pay its 
respects. 

If you didn’t see the grief struck faces 
of Christopher Elser’s friends, if you 
didn’t hear the loss in their voices as 
they spoke at the microphone, if you 
didn't notice the bittersweet smiles of 
the crowd, you might think April 18 
was a beautiful day. 

Youd be half right. 


adds prestige 


and will serve to supplement the finan- 
cial support Hopkins professors already 


Sabbaticals and academic travel can 
be expensive for individual depart- 
ments to sponsor. Awards such as the 
Guggenheim enhance the faculty’s abil- 
ity to conduct meaningful research and 
write about their findings. In fact, four 
of the six awardees from Hopkins plan 
to use the grant to write a book. 

Hopkins’ success with the humani- 
ties-focused Guggenheim awards will 
help boost the University’s improving 
reputation in the humanities and so- 
cial sciences. This banner year will help 
attract more interest in Hopkins from 
prospective undergraduates, graduate 
students and faculty alike. 

We congratulate professors M. Gregg 
Bloche, Andrew Cherlin, Eckart Forster, 
Piero Gleijeses, Guohua Li and Chris- 
topher Sogge on their success. 


silent quality at night, especially on week- 
ends. At the same time, Hopkins students 
are starving for weekend campus activi- 
ties. . 

While this year’s event was clearly a 
success, we hope to see even bigger things 
next year. Other than those who partici- 
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HopkinsOne editorial 
unfairly critical 


Your editorial (“HopOne puts fac- 
ulty second,” April 7) marshals a se- 
ries of falsehoods in support ofa spe- 
cious argument. HopkinsOnewillnot 
“centralize accounting control.” Its 
purpose is to make Johns Hopkins’ 
business operations far more effec- 
tive. It fully respects our decentral- 
ized organization. 

HopkinsOne is not concerned 
with “bureaucratic nuisances.” It cov- 
ers essential functions: accounting, 
purchasing, hiring, payroll and stew- 
ardship of research grants. Without 
efficient performance of these tasks 
— no longer possible with outdated 
systems — the University’s teaching, 
research and patient care could not 
continue for long. 

Your implication that 
HopkinsOne unfairly burdens the 
Krieger and Whiting schools is un- 
warranted. First, many HopkinsOne 
dollars would be spent to replace fail- 
ing hardware and unsupported soft- 
ware, even if we did not improve sys- 
tem performance. Second, the 
project’s costs are divided — one- 
third apiece — among the health sys- 


tem, the School of Medicine, and the 
seven other academic divisions. Simi- 
larly, your intimation that the Uni- 
versity is “deviating” from its “pri- 
mary goal” of facilitating scholarship 
is insupportable. After all, President 
Brody is leading a $2 billion fund- 
raising campaign to support teach- 
ing, research and patient care. The 
beneficiaries are students, faculty and 
patients. 

The assertion that the divisional 
“tax” has doubled “recently” is in- 
correct. While University expendi- 
tures have doubled over 10 years, 
the “tax” has grown much more 
slowly. Lastly, your description of 
“lack of communication” on 
HopkinsOne is off-base. We have 
conducted faculty surveys, work- 


number of letters printed. 





| LETTERS POLICY POLICY 


The Johns Hopkins News-Letter welcomes letters to the editor. Letters 
should not exceed 250 words. Letters must be delivered to the Gatehouse 
by Tuesday at 7 p.m. or emailed to News. Letter@jhu.edu for inclusion in 
that Thursday’s issue. All letters received become property of the News- 
Letter and cannot be returned. The News-Letter reserves the right to edit 
for space, grammar and clarity. Letters must include the name, address 
and telephone number of the author. Letters credited only to organiza- 
tions will not be printed. The News-Letter reserves the right to limit the 











shops and focus groups and re- 
ported the results. There have been 
broadcast e-mails and articles in 
University publications. Recently, 
we launched a monthly newsletter 
and held campus open meetings. In 
short, HopkinsOne does not “put 
faculty second.” It does not arise 
from any regard for them as “sec- 
ond-class citizens.” In fact, were it 
not for the University’s desire to 
support the work of faculty and stu- 
dents ina “first-class” manner, there 
would be no point in pursuing 
HopkinsOne at all. 


Sincerely, 

James T. McGill 

Senior Vice President for Finance 
and Administration 
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pated, not many students were even aware 
that the event was going on. Organizers 
for next year’s event should see that there 
is even more potential on this campus for 
functions like this. But in order to fully 
realize that potential, these events must 
be properly publicized. 

Those who organized Relay for Life 
clearly saw that the Homewood Campus 
does not have to be completely spiritless 
on the weekends. With a little more pub- 
licity, perhaps all undergraduates can do 


the same. 
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n Monday, the College 
Republicans put on 
panel discussion on So- 
cial Security, one that 
included perspectives 
both forand against private accounts. 
While interesting and informative, 
this panel was only able to draw 
around 40 students. Four days ear- 
lier, the head of the National Com- 
mittee to Preserve Social Securityand 
Medicare delivered a petition to Sen- 
ate Minority Leader Harry Reid which 
was signed by over two million se- 
nior citizens who opposed private ac- 
counts. 

Both ofthese events representa fun- 
damental misunderstandingby people 
of the United States. Both students and 
seniors need to realize: this is our issue, 
not theirs. Every politician has made it 
clear that those over 55 will not be af- 
fected by any changes, and yet senior 
citizens are up in arms over Social Se- 
curity Reform. The AARPhaslaunched 
a major press campaign to fight an ini- 
tiative that cannot and will not affect 





any of their members. 

Meanwhile, it is our generation 
that stands to benefit from private 
accounts and to lose big time from 
the current system. According to the 
trustees of the system, the trust fund 
(which does not really exist to begin 
with) will run out in the year 204 L. If 
the system remains as is and the aver- 
age Johns Hopkins student begins to 
work full time in 2010 at the age of 23, 
he or she will pay the full 6.2 percent 
of their wages (or 12.4 percent if self 
employed) for 45 
years. We will re- 
tire around 2055, MARC 
14 years after the 
system has gone 
bankrupt. ia i 
other words, un- 
der the current 
system, we will pay in full retirement 
benefits to the baby boomers, only to 
receive a small fraction of them for 
ourselves. 

Reform is vital for maintaining a 
retirement safety net for our genera- 
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tion; without it, we run the risk of 
losing guaranteed benefits for our- 
selves and our peers. If the govern- 
ment pays back the trust fund debt, 
the current system can maintain most 
of the baby boomers and some of 
Generation X. Without fixing it, 
however,Generation Y will not be 
covered in any substantial way. 

The best way to ensure the safety 
of our retirement is through private 
accounts. By giving young workers 
the option of putting a portion of 
their payroll 
taxes into private 
accounts, the de- 
mographic diffi- 
culties that exist 
between genera- 
tions could be 
eliminated. In- 
stead of relying on our grandchildren 
to finance our retirement, much of it 
could be financed through personal 
savings accounts created out of part 
of our own payroll taxes. Further- 
more, the compound interest and 


high rates of return created by the 
stock and bond market will likely 
leave us much better off, 50 years into 
the future, than we would be under 
any pay-as-you-go system. 

While private accounts are the 
ideal fix for our generation, Social 
Security can be reformed without 
them. Traditional fixes such as rais- 
ing taxes, cutting benefits, or rais- 
ing the retirement age can all have 
the result of returning solvency to 
the system, at least until there are 
significant demographic changes. 
The problem is, there are no politi- 
cians advocating alternatives to pri- 
vate accounts. While President Bush 
has supported making “traditional 
fixes” a part of his reform, the 
Democratic platform states that 
they “oppose privatization or rais- 
ing the retirement age [or] ... re- 
ducing benefits [or] ... raising the 
payroll tax.” 

Politicians are afraid to change the 
status quo because they fear any of 
those measures will lose them votes 


or money. If nothing changes, as the 
Democrats suggest, only our genera- 
tion will really be hurt. 

Despite this fact, we have done 
nothing to encourage reform. Not 
only do we not show up to the polls, 
we seem to have very little interest in 
this issue. While seniors who won't 
be affected by changes are fighting 
Social Security reform tooth and nail, 
we remain silent. 

As long as we remain ignorant to 
the issue, we will be the losers in the 
battle over Social Security. College 
students and young workers in this 
country need to stand up for their 
right to receive the Social Security 
benefits we deserve. We can no 
longer allow ourselves to be side- 
lined on an issue of such impor- 
tance. The current is fine for our 
grandparents, but we need real 
change. We must demand that the 
system be repaired permanently, 
lest we be doomed to retire to a 
generation in poverty. 

—Marc Goldwein is a sophomore 
political science major. 





Hopkins Middle East specialization inadequate 


he Middle East is 
apparently not an impor 
tant region of study for 
Hopkins International 
Studies students. Judg- 
ing from the course selection and cor- 
responding language program, it 
seems that the administration as- 
sumes that students must not be in- 
terested in studying the Middle East. 

Even though it is one of the most 

important political and strategic re- 
gions in the world, Hopkins students 
are left largely in the dark. It’s shame- 
ful that there are one or two courses 
focusing on the Middle East per se- 
mester within Hopkins’ strong po- 
litical science department. 

What kind of monolith do we as- 
sume the Middle East to be? The 
classes on the Israel-Palestine con- 
flictand Middle East politics are con- 
sistently offered, but the sad reality is 
that by the time IR majors reach the 
end of their sophomore year, they 


have run through all the potential 


Middle East classes. Incoming stu- 
dents’ dreams of a Middle Eastern 
Studies program that is even a hint of 
the SAIS powerhouse are quickly 
shattered. To prevent more genera- 
tions of disillusioned freshmen, when 
NPR quotes Fouad Ajami, they really 
should specify which Hopkins branch 
he comes from. 

Professor Waleed Hazbun, a re- 
cent addition to the political sci- 
ence department, is currently the 
only professor who specializes in 
Middle Eastern politics. Combine 
the possibilities of scheduling con- 
flicts and Hazbun’s academic or 
personal leave, and students could 
go through their entire Hopkins 
education without a proper Middle 
Eastern studies class. And even ifa 
student took every class that Pro- 

_ fessor Hazbun taught over the 
course of four years at Hopkins, this 
could hardly be considered enough 
to gain a true “specialization” in 
Middle Eastern policy. We simply 
need more political science profes- 
sors’ perspectives. 

One can look to the anthropol- 

- ogy department for cultural discus- 





le 











sions on the Middle East, but these 
professors could hardly be expected 
to fill the shoes of a political scien- 
tist. Learning about gender relations 
in Oman is simply not the same as 
learning about the political 
economy of Saudi Arabia. 
Hopkins needs to make this a 
budgeting priority, either by ex- 
panding the Political Science de- 
partment, or, better yet; give Middle 
Eastern Studies its own department. 
The long-awaited Africana studies 
department was a step in the right 
direction of academic diversity. 
Now, the administration only needs 
to look a little bit toward the east. 
Georgetown has a center for 
Contemporary Arab Studies that 
has been in place for almost 30 years. 
Within this center, one can special- 
ize in economics, culture and soci- 
ety , history, politics or women and 
gender. At Hopkins, I worry that I 











may not complete a simple Middle 
eastern studies focus within IR be- 
fore graduating. 

Even if Hopkins expanded its po- 
litical science department — a proce- 
dure that requires extensive adminis- 
trative maneuvering, any student 
hoping to branch out into a career in 
the Middle East is crippled without a 
good language 


even offered. With one professor for 
all students in the Arabic and Farsi 
programs, respectively, the program 
is overstretched and inadequate. 
There is no possibility for students to 
take anything beyond Advanced Ara- 
bic. Georgetown offers Arabic syn- 
tax, Arabic literature, and more. 
Hopkins Arabic students consider 

ourselves lucky 


program. fe that we finally 
Up until this have a profes- 
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pered by a pro- Further- 
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accumulated multiple, legitimate stu- 
dent complaints every year. Only this 
year, with a new professor and a new 
T.A., is the program nearer to being 
sufficient. Yetthe Arabic program and 
the Farsi program at this school are 
barebones at best, and Turkish isn’t 


risk of giving into the Hopkins men- 
tality, it is hardly in keeping with our 
reputation asa research institution to 
have such a deficient program. Po- 
litical science students would love to 
do more research, too, but it’s almost 
impossible to do research in the 
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Middle East without speaking to your 
subjects. The one student] know who 
is doing research in the Middle East 
is able to do so thanks to an inten- 
sive Arabic language program he 
took at Middlebury college. If 
Hopkins would like to pay for all 
interested students to sign up for 
Arabic programs over the summer, 
they are welcome to do so. Yet, I 
would hope that Hopkins would 
take this deficiency seriously and 
expand the scope of our on-campus 
study of the Middle East. 

Asa school that has the capacity 
to breed fellows, politicians and dip- 
lomats, the school should take stu- 
dents who would like to study the 
Middle East more seriously. A weak 
Middle East focus at this school is 
not acceptable. 

—Francesca Hansen is a junior In- 
ternational Studies and French 
major. 





Democrats must target center vote in 2006 


‘ou could easily describe 
Maryland Governor 
Robert Ehrlich as a cen- 
trist Republican. His 
website does contain 
some obligatory pro-business 
sloganeering, but other than that, 
there isn’t much tying him to the re- 
actionary right sect of Bill Frist and 
Tom Delay. By balancing the state 
budget, funding education in poor 
neighborhoods — through the 


Thornton Act, and expressing sup- 
port for Chesapeake Bay conserva- 
tion efforts, Mr. Ehrlich has managed 





Gov. Ehrlich may not be up for 
re-election until 2006. But if he had 
hoped to face the kind of unknown 
liberal that the Democrats routinely 
sacrifice to Republican incumbents, 
he must be sorely disappointed. 
This February, Baltimore Mayor 
Martin O’ Malley, whose revolution- 
ary Citistat program’s improve- 


ments in urban development and 


education have earned national at- 
tention, announced that he was 
“laying the foundation” for a gu- 
bernatorialrun. - 
Pitting one of 
TIME’s top five 
big city mayors 
against a popu- 
ter ndlddiog the 
road Republican 
isbound to make 
for an interesting political battle. Al- 
ready, O’ Malley has aroused conser- 
vative ire by blasting Bush’s 2005 bud- 
get, while Ehrlich’s statement that 
and’s minority business pro- 


gram has to end could undercut his 


support. There is still a long way to 
. But there is also an important 
sson for today’s Democrats to be 
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gleaned from all this commotion. 

Right now, all eyes on the left side 
of the aisle are fixed on 2006. With 
Tom Delay practicing Ken Lay-like 
ethics and Bill Fist trampling on the 
separation of church and state, the 
Democrats think that they can tap 
into popular disapproval and take 
back the country. I think so myself — 
provided that they choose the right 
targets. 

To reclaim Congress and key goy- 
ernorships, Democrats must solidify 
their home turf, 
even if they take 
out Republican 
centrists in the 
process. Demo- 
crats must offer a 
vigorous, practi- 
cal challenge to 
Ehrich, which is exactly what 
O’Malley is doing right here in Mary- 
land. And as a national policy, 
strongly engaging blue-state Repub- 
licans could lead to automatic Demo- 
cratic majorities. 


- First of all, the public in states like _ 


Maine, Pennsylvania, and New 
Hampshire — all of which have two 


Republican senators — is more likely 
to embrace moderate or liberal posi- 
tions. Presenting a powerful alterna- 
tive to a New England Republican 
would be more effective than, say, 
running the same notable candidate 
against a Deep South conservative. 
Disgust with the Republicans’ cur- 
rent extremist bent will crystallize 
most effectively in the urban states 
that were formerly, Democratic 
strongholds. 

Second, and perhaps more impor- 
tantly, even moderate Republicans 
are sticking to an irrational conserva- 
tiveideology. Nota single GOP sena- 
tor opposed the appointment the of 
torture-condoning, Geneva Conven- 
tions-flouting Alberto Gonzales as 
Attorney General. Nor are any (even 
supposed internationalist Lincoln 
Chafee) expected to vote against ana- 
lyst-bullying, fact-distorting John 
Bolton’s selection as our U.N. repre- 
sentative. Bi-partisan trust is no 
longer working, and the only answer 
is for the Democrats to maximize their 
advantage. 

When Republican “pragmatists” 
like Richard Lugar endorse the oblit- 


to follow. 


eration of the filibuster, you know 
something is wrong. There is no jus- 
tification for the allegiance that GOP 
centrists pledge toa White House that 
disregards the Constitution’s division 
of governmental powers, obfuscates 
its reasons for launching a multi-bil- 
lion dollar war, and peddles an entire 
roster of divisive judicial nomina- 
tions. Since today’s Republican mod- 
erates lack the courage to stand up for 
true centrist principles, they should 
not be excused from Democratic op- 
position. 

It is natural that blue state Re- 
publicans, including Mr. Ehrlich, 
find themselves in a slippery posi- 


tion — torn between backing an 


empowered right wing that de- 
mands obsequiousness and repre- 
senting constituents who demand 
progressive leadership, 
But with the radical movement 
winning out in the Republican 


Party, the winner-take-all approach — 


of Maryland’s anticipated guberna- 
torial election is the only philoso- 


phy that the Democrats can afford 
—Patrick Kennedy is a freshman, — 
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With the exception of editorials, the 
opinions expressed here are those of the 
contributors. They are not necessarily 
those of The Johns Hopkins News-Letter. 


New pope, 
no new 
agendaé 


he loss of Pope John Paul 

II has brought out great 

emotions for many 

people across the globe. 

For dayshundreds of mil- 
lions of Catholics across the globe 
mourned the death of the late Polish 
pontificate yet were enthralled by the 
prospect of who his successor should 
be. On Tuesday, the College of Car- 
dinals elected Cardinal Ratzinger to 
be the next pope. There is great specu- 
lation about what Cardinal Ratzinger, 
now called Pope Benedict XVI will 
do in office. 

A new Pope could mean a new 
direction for the church, and anew 
interpretation of Catholic dogma, 
leading to radical changes in the 
practices of Catholics worldwide. 
Benedict XVI, age 78, wasa trusted 
friend of John Paul II and was in 
step with John Paul II’s conserva- 
tive interpretations of Church doc- 
trine. It is believed he will simply 
continue the legacy of John Paul II 
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for the next fewyears until he dies. It 
is also speculated that Benedict XVI 
will serve as a kind of transitional 
papacy between the lengthy reign of 
John Paul II and Benedict XVI's suc- 
cessor. 

However, I must ask: what will be 
the effects ofa new pontificate on the 
world? A friend suggested that the 
late John Paul II was inherently evil 
because he opposed birth controland 
contraceptives and hampered the 
fight against AIDS. 

Although I believe that such a 
stance is extreme, those who do not 
do everything possible to fight AIDS 
are not inherently evil. For the head 
of the Catholic Church to uphold 
its fundamental doctrines is not ma- 
levolent. However, it is wrong to let 
those doctrines lead to suffering. I 
have great respect for the late John 
Paul II, regardless of his stances on 
Church doctrine and social issues. 
He was a great statesmen and intel- 
lectual, and attempted to remedy 
many of the past errors of the Catho- 
lic Church. However, in upholding 
Church doctrine he caused suffer- 
ing, or did not do enough to pre- 
vent it, and he was in error. 

Akey tenet ofthe Catholic Church 
is that the mission of all men, the 
Popeincluded, is to help preach God’s 
willon earth. Part ofthat missionis to 
help end suffering, war, disease and 
poverty. 

When Cardinal Karol Wojtyla 
became Pope John Paul II in 1978, 
it was his duty to continue this mis- 
sion in any way possible; if it be- 
came apparent that church doctrine 
no longer allowed for the fulfill- 
ment of these key values that Ca- 
tholicism centers around, then it 
was his duty to change them. If John 
Paul II did not change doctrine to 
conform with these larger values of 
the Church, then he failed in some 
respect during his papacy. 

Benedict XVI has achance to con- 
tinue the good themes of John Paul 
Il’s papacy while correcting minor 
errors the late Pope might have com- 
mitted. This might include liberaliz- 
ing dogma on such issues as stem cell 
research, AIDS, and allowing priests 
to marry. Many say that this will not 
happen since Benedict XVI was an 
official enforcer of John Paul’s con- 
servative interpretations of Church 
doctrine. I do not wish to rule out 
such an option; anew Papacy means 
a chance for a new direction for the 
church. Siite, Lutes cae 
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There are millions of Catholics in 
the world, and anew direction for the 
Church could mean a new direction 
for the world. People of all faiths and 
nationalities should look eagerly to 
see in what direction betiedce I 
will lead the church. He could con- 
tinue the legacy of John Paul II, or he 
could be true to his namesake, 
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BY NINA KEYVAN 
THE JOHNS Hopxins News-Letrer 


Skin cancer rising at al 


It’s been said many times, but it 
can’thurtto say it again: Protect your 
skin from the sun. 

Over the past few years, awareness 
of both the harmful effects of the sun 
and of skin cancer has increased. Un- 
fortunately, the number of cases of 
skin cancer hasincreased proportion- 
ately. 

Skin cancerstarts in the outer layer 
of the skin in one of three types of 
cells: basal, squamous, or melano- 
cyte. The most common form of skin 
cancer, basal cell carcinoma usually 
appears as slow-growing, translucent, 
or raised nodules. If left untreated, 
they may ulcerate and bleed. How- 
ever, if detected and treated early, 95 
percent of cases are cured. 

Another common form of skin 
cancer is squamous cell carcinoma. 
Here the skin appears as nodules or 
red, scaly patches. These patches can 
spread to other parts of the bodyifleft 
untreated. The chance of recovery if 
treatment is begun early is high. How- 
ever, ifignored, this form of skin can- 
cer can sometimes be fatal. 

Melanoma is a disease of the skin 
in which cancer cells are found in the 
cellsthat color the skin (melanocytes). 
It is the least common but fastest 
growing and most dangerous type of 
skin cancer. Although melanoma 
normally occurs in adults, there have 
been cases of this cancer in adoles- 
cents as well. 

Overall, skin cancer is the most 
commonly occurring cancer in the 
United States. It accounts for one 
percent ofall cancer deaths — a stag- 
gering 9,200 deaths each year. Most 
malignant melanomas occur in indi- 
viduals between 25 and 29 years of 
age. 

Interestingly, though, skin cancer 














Hopefully the many students tanning on the Beachare taking appropriate precautions to prevent skincancer. | 


is the most easily prevented cancer. 
Approximately 90 percent of all skin 
cancers can be attributed to sun over- 
exposure. There are many ways to 
limit your exposure to the sun. 
Some ways to do this would be to 
use sunscreen that protects against 
both types of UV rays: UVA and UVB. 
Experts recommend liberal use of 
sunscreens rated at least SPF 15. Re- 
apply sunscreen every two hours 
when outdoors, even on cloudy days. 
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abuse causes worry 


BY ESTHER HWANG 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-LetTeER 


During the last week of 2003, the 
Food and Drug Administration re- 
leased a consumer alert on an herb 
known as ephedra. The alert advised 
the public about the dangers and 
harmful side effects of ephedra. This 
alert strongly encouraged consumers 
to stop their intake of ephedra imme- 
diately. 

Ephedra has been popular with 
the Chinese culture for centuries. It 
has become a household name in 
the realm of traditional Chinese 
medicine for its succes in aiding res- 
piratory problems including aller- 
gies, bronchitis, colds and hay fe- 
ver. 

Anact passed by the World Health 
Oraganization approved of the effec- 
tiveness of ephedra in clinical cases. 
Ephedra is also a dietary supplement 
under the Dietary Supplement Health 
and Education Act of 1994. 

A popular dye used today in China 
and around the globe involves boil- 
ing ephedra, licorice root, cinnamon 
twig and almond to create a demul- 
cent and soothing formula for respi- 
ratory problems. 

Ephedra today is marketed pri- 
marily as an energy booster, weight 
loss supplement and sports perfor- 
mance enhancer. It was thought to be 
safe and natural since the herb is 
plant-derived and used in naturo- 
pathic and homeopathic medicinal 
practices. 

TrimSpa, a popular weight loss 
supplement, contains ephedra. Yet 
reports of seizures, cardiovascular 
damage, and strokes induced by ephe- 
dra have raised concerns about the 
efficacy and safety of this drug, used 
freely over the counter. The FDA is 
currently concerned and question- 
ing the efficacy and safety of using 
ephedra for these purposes. 

Unlinked evidence with its use asa 
medication and its ability to induce 
weight loss has called the use of ephe- 
dra into question. 

It has become a controversial is- 
sue in the United States. There have 
been several fatalities involving ephe- 
dra used as a weight control supple- 
ment or sports and energy enhancer. 
Thus many authorities have ques- 
tioned the relative safeness of this 

Like any other form of medica- 
tion, everything should be taken in 
controlandin moderation. Unknown 
and sometimes excessive use of this 
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herb has caused many people to suf- 
fer from severe heart problems that 
have proven to be fatal. - 

The concern of todayis the public’s 
lack of naturopathic treatment 
knowledge. It should be known that 
likeany other prescription drug, herbs 
like ephedra could have potentially 
dangerous side effects when com- 
bined with other supplements or 
drugs. Also, monitoring dosage is im- 
perative to ensure that there are no ill 
effects. 

The body image hype has in- 
creasingly alarmed health officials 
of the marketing of ephedra for 
weight loss plans. Studies have 
shown that the weight lost from the 
use of ephedra is proven to be only 
temporary. 

The main compounds in ephedra 
are ephedrine and pseudoephedrine. 
These plant alkaloids are the active 
ingredients in ephedra. 

They interact with the nervous sys- 
tem by communicating with neu- 
rotransmitter receptors. In short, 
ephedrine and pseudoephedrine 
stimulate the release of norepineph- 
rine. This in turn will stimulate alpha 
and beta adrenergic receptors, which 
are responsible for opening the air- 
ways. 

Other alphaand beta receptors are 
alsolinked with heart rate and its con- 
traction speed and strength. Thus 
ephedra’s main components are in- 
volved with the circulatory and respi- 
ratory working of the body when 
taken. 

This can be problematic when 
ephedra is taken in reckless dosage. 
Since it has such an important influ- 
ence upon the heart as well as respira- 
tion, an overdose ofephedra can over- 
stimulate the heartbeat, making it 
irregular. These heart problems are 
potentially fatal. 

Health officials need to create an 
educational outreach for the cautious 
use of ephedra. 

Due to its abuse, there must be 
better controls on this powerful herb, 
Enforcing physicians’ prescription or 
using ephedra under acontrolled and 
careful setting with a professional who 
has had experience with this herb is 
one way to ensure it is not abused. 

Marketing and regulations upon 
the distribution of these products is 
also ideal to ensure that adverse reac- 
tions are prevented. 

Ephedra indeed has.powerful and 
useful health advantages, yet like any 
other powerful medicine, it needs to 
be taken carefully. 
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| THE Jouns Hopkins News-LeTTER 


Summer is coming, but you ve still 
got the winter blues — or least the 
accompanying stuffy nose. For mil- 








Keep in mind that even waterproof 
sunscreen can come off when you 
towel off, sweat, or spend extended 
periods of time in the water. Con- 
trary to recent media reports that sun- 
screens may do more harm than good, 
the American Academy of Dermatol- 
ogy and the American Cancer Soci- 
ety urge Americans not to decrease 
sunscreen use. 

Dermatologists strongly urge 
people to set limits for time spent in 
the sun. They warn that between the 
hours of 10 a.m. and 4 p.m., the sun’s 
rays are the strongest. In addition, 
experts recommend covering ex- 
posed skin and wearing sunglesses as 
well as hats with wide brims. A re- 
ported 80 percent ofskin cancer cases 
occur above the neck. 

It should be noted that the sun’s 
harmful ultraviolet (UV) radiation 
can penetrate many types of clothes. 
For this reason, dermatologists rec- 
ommend wearing tightly-woven, 
lightweight clothes. 

At the beach, experts warn people 
to be conscious of how much time 
they are exposing their skin to the 
sun. Exposure to ultraviolet rays is 
cumulative; eventually it can cause a 
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leathery look and lead to skin cancer. | 

Regardless of one’s skin complex- | 
ion, everyone is at risk to get skin | 
cancer. 

The following risk factors could | 
increase your risk for developing | 
skin cancer. First, spending a great 
deal of time in the sun — especially | 
during childhood — increases risk. 
Also, past instances of severe burns 
from the sun, tanning beds orlamps, 
or having a family history of certain | 
types of skin cancer makes you a 
candidate for skin cancer. Finally, 
having a weakened immune system 
and the appearance of moles are 
risk factors. 

Fortunately, skin cancer is usually 
easy to detect since it occurs on the’ 
surface of the skin. 

Experts recommend examining 
one’s body every few months. Look | 
for changes in the size, color, tex- 
ture or shape of a mole, the appear- 
ance of new moles, or unusual 
growths on the face, ears, arms, 
chest, and back. 

Even though it is warm now, take 
preventive measures year-round to 
ensure your skin stays healthy into 
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lions of Americans, spring does not 
mean warm weather and pretty flow- 
ers but a miserable allergy season. 

In Baltimore, what is commonly 
thought of as “allergy season” begins 


| around March 1, whentrees and flow- 


ers first start blooming. 

In order to reproduce, plants pro- 
| duce pollen that carries their genetic 
information. While many flowers rely 
| on insects to transport their sticky 
pollen, other plants make tiny, light- 
weight pollen 
grains that the 
wind carries to 
nearby plants. 

These micro- 
wind- 

blown pollen 
| grains can enter 
| humannosesand 
| throats, causing 
allergic reactions 
‘during pollen 


LESUS: 


The only way to 


diagnose an allergy is 
through skin or blood 


Allergies make an 
unhappy bloom 


itchiness in thenoseand ears, scratchy 
throat and watery/itchy eyes. 

These symptoms of seasonal aller- 
gies, also knownas hay fever or rhini- 
tis, can at first seem like a common 
cold. According to the NIH, the only 
way to diagnose anallergy is through 
skin or blood tests that your doctor 
can perform. 

Once you have determined that 
you have pollen allergies, there are 
three basic methods of treatment that 
the NIH describes. 

First, as with any allergy, it is im- 
portant to try to avoid whatever it is 
that makes youallergic. Witha pollen 
allergy, this is not as easy as with a 
food or drug allergy. However, there 
are still basic 
avoidance meth- 
ods to ease your 
symptoms. 

The AAAAI 
recommends 
keeping your 
windows closed 
or using an air 
conditioner to 
cut down on the 
amount of pol- 





season, 

In North America, the pollen 
grains that most often cause people 
to have allergies are those that come 
from weeds, grasses and deciduous 
trees. 

According to the National Insti- 
tutes of Health (NIH), the human 
immune system normally functions 
by attacking bacteria and other for- 
eign substances that enter our bod- 
ies. Thisisa good thing, since its keeps 
us from getting sick every time we 
come in contact with a bacteria. 

However, in the case ofan allergic 
reaction, the bodyis reacting to some- 
thing that is, in reality, harmless. Be- 
sides pollen, substances that cause 
some people to have allergic reac- 
tions include certain foods, drugs, 
dust, and insect venom. 

' Though it is not fully understood 
why some people have allergies and 
others do not, research has shown 
that many people inherit a tendency 
to have allergies. Statistics cited by 
the NIH state that children with even 
just one parent with allergies have a 
one in four chance of having allergies 
themselves. 

The American Academy of Allergy 
Asthma & Immunology (AAAAI) 
lists the symptoms of allergies as: 








old age. 


sneezing, congestion, runny nose, 


len that enters 
your house, apartment or dorm. In 
addition, try to stay indoors in the 
morning, when pollen levels tend 
to be higher, as well as on particu- 
larly dry and windy days. 

For most people, these measures 
are not enough to give them day-to- 
day relief from their allergies, and 
they turn to medication. Many dif- 
ferent antihistamines, nasal decon- 
gestants, and corticosteroids are 
available over the counter or from a 
doctor. 

Insome patients, even these medi- 
cations do little to make their life any 
easier during allergy season. In this 
case, a doctor can administer immu- 
notherapy, also known as allergy 
shots. 

_TheAAAAIdescribesallergy shots. 
as a regiment of shots with gradually 
increasing amount of allergen, the 
substance that the patient is allergic 
to. This is meant to increase aperson’s 
tolerance to the allergen and is cur- 
rently the closest thing to a cure for 
allergies. 

For those suffering from seasonal 
allergies, the spring months might 
seem endless. With a little attention 
and care given to your allergies, how- 
ever, the summer will be here in no 
time, along with lower pollen levels. 





Legislation cracks down on binge drinking 


BY SANDYA NAIR 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-Letrer 


On the night of Nov. 18, 2004, Steve 
Judd, a junior at New Mexico State 
University went out with to celebrate 
his birthday with friends. On Nov. 
19, Steve Judd was pronounced dead 
from alcohol poisoning. 

Judd, a computer science major 
from E] Paso, Texas had been looking 
forward to celebrating his twenty-first 
birthday for weeks, according to the 
Daily Lobo, a student-run newspa- 
per of New Mexico State University. 


Unfortunately, the festivities ended 
in tragedy when Judd consumed too 
much alcohol at a local bar around 
midnight the morning before his 


_ birthday. 


In Texas, legislators are proposing 
a new bill to restrict the tradition of 
the “power hour” between midnight 
and 1 a.m. when many 21-year-olds 
celebrate their legal right to drink. 

Representative Rob Eissler has 
filed a bill to make it illegal for some- 
one to drink at a bar before 7 a.m. on 
their twenty-first birthday, but if the 
birthday falls on Sunday, the person 


would have to wait until noon before 
taking their first drink. 

According to the Houston 
Chronicle, Rep. Eissler hopes that the 
proposed bill would help prevent 
people trying to “cram everything in. 
Right now, you turn 21 at midnight 
and you have two hours to get all your 
drinking in.” 

This is one of three bills proposed 
in Texas to reduce binge drinking. 
Another bill proposed would require 
people to register with the state be- 
fore being able to purchase kegs, and 
a third bill would prohibit bars and 
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Finishing off all these cans in one night is common among collegians but incredibly dangerous to their health, 


restaurants from serving alcoholic 
beverages with more than one-half 
ounce of pure alcohol in them. 

The proposed bills are, in part, a 
reaction to the death of a University 
of Texas at Austin student, Michael 
Wagener. According to the Houston 
Chronicler, Wagener was not a big 
drinker, but on his twenty-first birth- 
day he drank eight or nine 4-0z. shots 
within 30 minutes. 

Binge drinking is a serious prob- 
lem on college campuses all over the 
United States. The definition ofbinge 
drinking differs between the genders. 
For a woman, it is consuming more 
than four drinks; for men the stan- 
dard is five drinks in an evening. 

According to a 2001 survey b 
Harvard University’s School of Pub- 
lic Health, 44 percent of U.S. college 
students engage in binge drinking. 
Only one in five students reported 
not drinking alcohol. 

Aside from binging, frequent but 
moderate alcohol consumption can 
have numerous harmful effects, Ac- 
cording to the National Institute on 
Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism 
(NIAA), liver damage canbe detected 
even among moderate drinkers. 

Alcohol consumption may also 
affect the circulatory system by in- 
creasing blood pressure and raising 
an individual’s risk of heart disease 
and stroke. Binge drinking can lead 
to stroke, cardiac arrhythmia or car- 
diac death. 

Recent studies by the NIAA 
shown that alcohol bak serious ofan 
on brain development. Heavy drink- 
Ing around adolescence may cause 
Serious impairments to the ne 
ies vere in adults, aig 

study by the Harvard Sch 
Public Health from 1993 to 2001 save 
there has been a “polarization” of 
drinking behavior: as more students 
abstain altogether, the more moder- 


ate drinkers are becoming binge 
ers. HG ME 
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BY JESSICA BEGANS 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-Letter 


For Hopkins students who dream 
of attending the University’s presti- 
gious medical school or School of 
Public Health, visiting the William 
H. Welch Medical Library or the 
Abraham M. Lilienfeld Public Health 
library could be a sort of pilgrimage. 

If you're the type to get excited 
about medical journals like Ad- 
vances in enzymology and related 
areas of molecular biology or British 
Journal of Urology, then you would 
probably look forward to spending 
time in either of the libraries that 
support the health schools. 

Though both the Welch and 
Lilienfeld libraries chiefly support 
research and patient care at the Johns 
Hopkins Medical Institutions (School 
of Medicine, Bloomberg School of 
Public Health, School of Nursing, 
Johns Hopkins Hospital, Kennedy- 
Krieger Institute), any Hopkins af- 
filiate with ID can enter and browse 
through the libraries’ holdings. How- 
ever, in order to check materials out 
of Welch or Lilienfeld, students must 
fill out a library card application 
online. The application can be found 
at http://www.welch.jhu.edu/ 

index.cfm. 

Relatively few Arts & Sciences stu- 
dents make the trek to study or re- 
searchin the two libraries despite their 
availability. 

“The main constituents [of the 
Lilienfeldlibrary] are from the School 
of Public Health, but we also have the 
various schools represented, includ- 
ing the school of Arts and Sciences,” 
said Lilienfeld librarian Donna 
Hosson. 

The two libraries are conve- 

niently located near the schools they 
serve. The elegant limestone of the 
Welch library stands out at 1900 E. 
MonumentSt. The Lilienfeld library 
is slightly more difficult to find: the 
collection itself is housed on the 
ninth floor of the Hampton House 
at 624 N. Broadway. Students com- 
ing from Homewood can easily ac- 
cess the libraries by taking the JHMI 
shuttle to its final stop at the School 
of Public Health on Monument 
Street. 
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The Welch Medical Library, located on the med. school campus, 


Welch and the Lilienfeld cater ex- 
clusively in both their collections and 
in their services to those in the medi- 
cal professions. Both carry textbooks, 
academic journals and audio-visual 
material relating to medicine and 
public health. 

Though thetwolibraries may seem 
to share similar purposes, Hosson 
explained the need for specialization 
among the two collections. 

“The purpose of Lilienfeld is that 
it’s a specialized library; it is a library 
for Public Health. The volumes and 
materials [housed] at the medical li- 
brary are not necessarily in that vein 
of public health, which encompasses 
anthropology, sociology and things 
like that. It’s a wider variety of subject 
matter.” 

Despite their different collections, 
the librarians at both schools per- 
form the same function. For example, 
specifically trained librarians (many 
of whom hold advanced degrees in 
both library sciences and health sci- 
ences) can help students research and 
organize papers. 

“The role of the librarians is to run 
the library as well as to assist faculty, 





Catch up on credits 
with summer classes 
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BY NEIL SHENAI 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-LeTTER 


Many Hopkins students choose to 
take summer classes on campus or at 
another institution over the summer, 
filling the precious months away from 
the rigors of academic life with ... the 
rigors of academic life. 

While some stick around home 
to take classes or do internships, for 
most of us, home is nowhere near 
Baltimore. In that case, students 
might consider taking classes at 
other four-year colleges of compa- 
rable quality. Simply go to the 
registrar’s office and ask for the ap- 
propriate paper work. 

Getting credit for your class is 
rarely an issue but in most cases the 
school does not give you GPA credit 
for coursework taken at another 


school. Whenasked about summer classes, There’s nowhere more con- The pool continues to bea popu- ie a Ge 
Also, if you take a class that you senior international relations major _| venient than the swimming pool ar location, particularly becauseof Again, there are all sorts of | TheInnerHarbor 

intend to count towards your major, _ Iverson Long said “I love taking sum- at the Recreation Center. While its proximity to other facilities in courses offered bythe Aquatics Pro- Re 

besure to getit pre-approvedbyyour _ merclasses. In my experience, they are some of youliving at Homewood _ the park such as tennis courts anda gram Center, including aqua aero- i Stressed by crazy Hopkins life? I 

major advisor or the department co- _ in no way less academically challeng- might complain about walking, — skating rink. bics, swimming lessons, swim con- thephungein Druid Lakewasn’tquit 

ordinator. Many departments refuse ing.” Even so, he claimed that he did faceitguys-it’sonly15minutes oa ditioning and diving. on enough to reviv its an 

to accept credit for summer classes _“significantlybetterbecause during the from your room. The pool isa — Druid Hill Park Pool Rah. ; ay | not 

taken at another school. summer, there are fewer distractions 5 800 Wyman Park Drive Elkridge Club Swimming Pool _ 

If you intend on getting your and you can really focus on the classes i (410) 396-6477 6100 North Charles Street ti 

writing requirements outofthe way, youare taking.” (410) 377-9200 Ni 


be sure to talk to the appropriate 
department first. The best place to 
start is the Office of Academic Ad- 
vising. Very often, they will ask you 
to furnish a syllabus for the course 
to make sure that the class fulfills 
the requirements. In either case, 
start early and plan ahead so that 
taking summer classes elsewhere 
becomes an easy option. 

Many students take summer 
classes here at the Homewood cam- 
pus. If you have a chunk of money 
to spare, this can be a relaxing way 
to spend the summer months in 
Baltimore. Just beware of the exor- 
bitant sticker price of $540 per credit 


hour. 


Ifyou take a four-credit class like 


check out 


lars. Even so, there are many ways 
to finance summer classes, such as 
Federal Direct Student Loans, Fed- 
eral Work Study or simply gettinga 
summer job at one of the many 
places in Baltimore. 

The price can be even harder to 
swallow when yourealize that many 
of the classes are taught by graduate 
students, not professors. Many are 
more than qualified to teach sum- 
mer Classes, but occasionally lack 
of classroom experience can be a 
problem. 

The classes themselves range from 
abysmal to amazing. Although most 
of the classes are taught by graduate 
students, some are instructed by full 
time professors, such as Professors 
David’s extremely popular class on 
weapons of mass destruction. These 
classes provide a unique opportunity, 
allowing students a chance to deal 
with a big-time professor in a small 
classroom setting. 


Finally, be sure to consult the 
course guide to find out whether or 
not the class in which you are inter- 
ested has precollege students in it. 
Nearly all introductory level classes 
such as elements of macroeconom- 
ics have precollege students, 

Nonetheless, the school does a 
fairly decent job screening 
precollege applicants. These classes 
tend to have curves insulated by 
high school students, thereby mak- 
ing your job easier, 

Be sure to start planning as soon as 
possible, and prepare for the heat. 
Summer in Baltimore is a lot of fun, 
and proper planning will ensure its 
general awesomeness, Remember to 
Hopkins’ own summer 





staffand students with their research,” 
said Hosson. “We do go on one on- 
one-with Public Health students, and 
assist them in using bibliographic 
software such as EndNote to cite ref- 
erences in an article or paper for pub- 
lication,” Hosson continued. 

The Welch library offers free lec- 
tures about once a month for stu- 
dents to learn about research tech- 
nologies and methods. 

Claire Twose, Welch librarian, 
who teaches a course on Evidence- 
Based Health Care, noted that few 
Arts and Sciences students attended 
the small lectures. 

“Interestingly enough, [the audi- 
ence] has tended to be fellows and 
post-docs, and individuals who do 
some clinical work but might be work- 
ing on a research study; might be a 
nurse, might be involved in research 
insome area. I havehad Public Health 
students and some med students, 
too.” 

During the summer, both free 
and for-fee classes concerning tech- 
nology and research are hosted at 
Welch. Free classes, most of which 
concern library services and re- 


COURTESY OF HTTP://WWW.JHU.EDU 
offers unique science resources for students. 


search methods, and are taught by 
librarians, are listed at http:// 
www.welch.jhu.edu/classes/ 
biomed.cfm. The for-fee classes, 
which generally span one or two 
days offer instruction in Microsoft 
XP, Adobe, DreamWeaver, HTML 
formatting and even building SQL 
queries. 

The Welch Web site offers many 
useful tools. Students looking for a 
piece of media not included in 
Welch’s 370,000 bound volumes, 
2300 audiovisual programs, and cur- 
rent subscriptions to nearly 2,400 
journals can order materials through 


document delivery service. Students 
writing research papers often use 
PubMed, an online service of the 
National Library of Medicine, which 
contains 15 million citations for bio- 
medical articles back through the 
1950s. 

With the Welch and the Lilienfeld 
Library accessible to undergraduate 
students, they have much wider op- 
tions to search for resources to do 
research, and should be taken advan- 
tage of more often. 








| | BY KATHERINE BREWER 
| | THE Jouns Hopkins News-Letter 


With the price of college today, 


| everyone is looking for a way to make 


paying for an education easier. One 
efficient way to pay for your Hopkins 
tuition is to consolidate your loans. 
But most students don’t know where 
to begin when it comes to loan con- 
solidation. 

“Interest rates are very low right 
now,” said Paula Abernethy, Special 
Assistant to the Director of Financial 
Aid. “And we expect them to go up 
soon, so we urge students to consoli- 
date now and not wait.” 

The office of financial aid expects 


| interest rates to rise July 1, so 


Abernethy “strongly urges” students 


| to consider loan consolidation im- 


mediately so they can take advantage 
of the current rates, which are at a 
historic low. 

Consolidation allows students to 
lower monthly loan payment by ex- 
tending the length of time the stu- 


| dents can repay. The standard pay- 


back schedule is ten years, while 
consolidated loans allow up to a 30 
year period for repayment. But the 
amountofmoneyastudent pays over- 
allincreases significantly, so students 
should try to minimize the years of 
repayment as much as possible. 
Loan consolidations is also attrac- 
tive because it allows students to lock 
in low interest rates and students are 
no longer susceptible to changes in 
interest rates for the duration of the 


| loan. 
WelDoc, an interlibrary loan and | 


Students currently enrolled in a 
university and receiving federal fi- 
nancial aid only have one option for 
loan consolidation, the Federal Di- 
rect Loan. Information on the Fed- 


| eral direct loan can be found at http:/ 





/www.loanconsolidation.ed.gov. 

If a student is on a Perkins loan 
there is no need to consolidate be- 
cause Perkins loans are already on a 
fixed rate. Butifa student has Perkins 
loans and other federal loans, they 
should still consider consolidation. 





“Private loans cannot be consoli-— 


AY 





A guide to student 
| loan consolidation 


dated under the Federal Direct Loan,” 
said Abernethy, who suggests that stu- 
dents who are not on financial aid 
discuss other options to extend loan 
repayment time witha financial advi- 
sor. 

In addition to the expected in- 
crease in interest rates in July, the 
government is considering changing 
the rules of federal loan consolida- 
tion. 

“Congress is talking about mak- 
ing changes because they think it is 
too good a deal,” said Abernethy. “A 
possible change in the law is another 
reason whyitisa very good reason for 
students to act nowand consolidate.” 

If students are graduating or go- 
ing to graduate school in the fall they 
should still consider consolidation. 

“They [graduate students] will re- 
tain all benefits and get the benefit of 
the fixed interest rate,” said 
Abernethy. 

Parents can also consolidate the 
Parents Plus loans. They need to con- 
tact the individual lenders who hold 
the loans. 

Astudentis given asixmonth grace 
period before he has to start repaying 
his loans. Within this grace period 
students can still consolidate. 

There are several private compa- 
nies thatalso offer loan consolidation 
options to students. 

“Those plans are basically identi- 
cal to the Federal direct loan,” said 
Abernethy, “but sometimes they of- 
fer a few extra benefits.” 

Sallie Mae offersa Smart Loan pro- 
gram which provides a very similar 
plan to the federal direct loan, but 
offers extra incentives and cashbacks 
which “grab students,” according to 
Abernethy. 

For further information on loan 
consolidation, contact the financial 
aid office at 410-516-6015. http:// 
www.salliemae.com, http:// 
www.nextstudent.com and http:// 
www.studentloanconsolidator.com 
are three Websites that can be helpful 
to students as well. 

Students should obviously consult 
With thatt paredtsbéghhise IhaeT Ds ti 
require a cosigner who has a eae 
income, and working at the 
Phonathon just doesn’t cutit. 


FIVE BEST PLACES TO SWIM IN BALTIMORE 
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With summer rolling in and 
temperatures shooting up to the 
80s, what's better than taking a 
dip in the water? It’s really hard 
to believe that Baltimore, located 
right near the Chesapeake Bay, 
offers no decent beaches for the 
population. 

Yet, while there might be no 
real beaches around to cooldown 
your, senses, a day at the pool 
might offer the same opportu- 
nity to look at girls in bikinis and 
guys with studly bodies. Appar- 
ently, Baltimore, the hometown 
of Michael Phelps, winner of six 
gold medals at the Olympic 
Games of Summer 2004, has no 
lack of great pools. This week, 
we'll take you to five of the best 
places in Mobtown to take a dip. 


Ralph S. O’Connor Recre- 
ation Center Swimming Pool 
Homewood campus 














you get drowned on a real kayaking 
trip. (Note: We do share our pool 
with varsity members. Once in a 
while girls, you might be able to 
catch a glimpse of our studly swim- 
ming team.) 


Patterson Park Pool 
148 S. Linwood Avenue 
(410) 396-9332 


If you’re sick of indoor swim- 


ming while the sun is shining out- _ 


side, the Patterson Park Pool might 
be the place for you. Located a few 
blocks from Fell’s Point in Patterson 
Park, the pool opens in June after 
city schools close for the summer 
and stays open until the last Sunday 
of August. 

The pool is open every day witha 
minimal admission fee. There are 
also various programs organized for 
swimmers including group lessons, 


organized group swims and early 


morning lap swimming for adults. 
Sadly, gone are the days when the 
Patterson Park Pool actually had its 
own sandy beach. 


. “Managed by the Department of 
Recreation and Parks of the City of 


Baltimore, the Druid Hill Park Pool 
_ is another location where you can 


enjoy the sunshine will swimming. 


_ With the Baltimore Zoo in close dis- 
_ tance, you can imagine (I say imag- 
ine) swimming with chimpanzees, © 



































Once in a while you need tc 
the high life. You kno 
by the pool, whip ou 
can Express Bl 

f bubbly. The 
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Baltimore has several places to swim for students tired of dry land. 
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school Website for more details: http:/ 
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Men's Track places third in Pa. 


Baseball falls in D-II] poll 


Hopkins now at No. 23 after No. 2 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A12 

-ing season. Pegged as the No. 2 
Division III team in the nation dur- 
ing the preseason, Hopkins has 
fallen to No. 23 in polling after sev- 
eral upset losses. They lost their 
streak of 30 consecutive conference 
victories and haven’t been able to 
sustain a new one. 

“It’s frustrating that we haven’t 
found our stride yet,” said 
Spiciarich. 

The day after F&M sweptahome- 
and-away series against the Fords 
to put pressure on the Blue Jays, 
Hopkins stumbled out of the gate in 
the first game of their away double- 
header. 

In the first inning, junior starter 
Jason Thayer was hit hard for seven 
runs, and the Jays were never quite 
able to catch up. 

Hopkins answered with two in the 
second offa senior first baseman and 
Co-Captain Mike Durgalahome run, 
but in the bottom of the frame the 
Fords struck right back with four 
against freshman right hander Paul 
Martone, putting the game out of 
reach. 

Hopkins hit five more home runs 
in the game, including blasts from 
senior co-captains Eric Nigro, the left 
fielder, and Paul Long, the third 
baseman, who are tied for the team 
lead with eight. 

Butit just wasn’t enough. The Jays 
fell 13-8. 

“It’s difficult to get things going 
when you are down 7-0 in the first 
inning, but I think we did an excellent 
job recovering from that deficit,” said 
senior center fielder and co-captain 
Paul Winterling. 

Hopkins came back and took the 
second installment of the double- 
header, winning 7-4. The Jays won 


ROBIN SHAW/FILE PHOTO 
Senior centerfielder Paul 
Winterling and the Jays are 21-6. 
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preseason ranking this spring 
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Junior first baseman Tim Sliker and the Blue Jays have some catching up 
to doif they hope to overtake F&M for the No. 1 seedin the C.C. playoffs. 


behind senior starter Ryan 
McConnell, who was the brightest 
spot of the game. 

McConnell has struggled this 
season after being expected to be a 
top starter, but earned his first vic- 
tory of the season witha strong com- 
plete game. He gave up four runs on 
six hits, walking five and striking 
out five. 

Butjust like most of their wins this 
year, this weekend’s victories were 
due in large part to strong perfor- 
mances by the Blue Jay bats. Hopkins 


_ toppled McDaniel, 13-6, hitting six 


homers the day before they hit six 
against Haverford. 

The right field/designated hitter 
platoon ofsenior Dave Montegariand 
Gary Rosenberg led the way with two 
round-trippers apiece. 

Both players have continued to 
impress this season, slugging sixhom- 
ers each and having 37 extra base hits 
between them. 

The Jays knocked three more out 
of the park in Gettysburg on Tuesday 
on their way to a 16-8 victory. 
Spiciarich hit his fourth, Durgala hit 
number six and junior second 
baseman Corey Gleason hit his sec- 
ond. 


Senior starter Jason Hochfelder, 
who leads the team with a 2.02 ERA, 
threwseven and got the win, his team- 
leading fifth. 

“We got another great pitching 
performance from Jason 
Hochfelder,” said Winterling. 

But even thought Hopkins has not 
lived up to its No. 2 preseason rank- 
ing, the Jays are still confident that 
they can put it all together and hit 
their stride. 

“Last year [when Hopkins opened 
the season with a 33-game win streak] 
we hit it too early, and hopefully this 
year we'll time it just right,” said 
Spiciarich. 

The conference games ahead will 
decide Hopkins’ fate in the stand- 
ings, but barring a complete collapse, 
they still should compete in the Cen- 
tennial Conference Tournament no 
matter what. 

“Westill have the highest expecta- 
tions, no matter what seed we have,” 
said Spiciarich. 

Aftera break from conference play 
Thursday at home against Messiah, 
the Jays face Gettysburg, Friday at 
3:30, then go on to Collegeville, Pa. 
for a Saturday doubleheader against 
Ursinus. 





Crew holds its own at Knecht Cup 


BY MELISSA KIM 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-LetTTER 


Inoneofthelargest and most com- 
petitive regattas in the nation, both 
Johns Hopkins crew teams posted re- 
spectable times this past weekend. 
The Knecht Cup was held in Camden, 
N.J. with over 50 schools competing. 
At the Knecht Cup the men’s varsity 
eight and novice four and the 
women’s novice eight, novice four 
and pair were successful. 

The Knecht Cup was divided into 
heats, as wellas grand, petite and third 
finals. All teams participate in the 

‘heats, then the teams that place first 
through sixth race in the grand finals, 
the next six in the petite finals and so 
forth. 

The men’s varsity eight rowed a 
spectacular race and came in second 
place in the final heat behind 
Mercyhurst College at 6:31.4. 

The women’s novice eight came in 
third place in the final heat, behind 
Rutgers-Camden and rival Washing- 
ton College with a time of 7:57.6. 

The regatta was especially exciting 
for the women’s novice four as their 
lineup was brand new. The team cred- 
its their determination to make it into 
the grand finals. 

“Itwas just determination that got 
the fourintothe finals... itwasamaz- 
ing,” said freshmen Michelle 
Zacharias. “The [women’s novice] 
four was the big deal, we made it into 
the finals with five other Division I 
schools. Thenovice women’s four re- 
ally wanted to go to grand finals ... it 
was the first time that we had actually 
rowed together in that lineup.” 

The women’s novice four com- 
Penn State University and Colgate 


University, both of whom have no- 


table rowing programs. 
“They were really good ... it was 
fun to race them ... and well, no one 


expected us to get into the finals,” 


said Zacharias. 

Asan incentive, the women’s noy- 
ice four team was allowed to use the 
varsity team’s oars, also known as 
“magic oars,” to succeed in the race. 

“There wasn’t so much of a pep 
talk except that we were given ‘magic 
oars, that means we got to use the 
varsity oars,” said Zacharias. 

“The magic oars always catch wa- 


The Knecht Cup was 
definitely the biggest 
race of the spring 


“season so far.We were 


racing with a new line- 
up and it showed a lot 


of potential. 


— ALEX TERAN, 
FRESHMAN 





ter and never catch crabs. Sometimes 
it helps, but it’s all extremely men- 
tal,” 

The women’s novice four also 
credits their coxswain, freshmen 
Emily Goodman, in their achieve- 
ments, ; 

“Emily just kept yelling at us that 
we had to make it to grand finals, so 
all four of us pulled as hard as we 
could to make up for the fact that the 


rowing was a mess,” said Zacharias. 
“Tt was a real team effort and we used 
the mental aspect to our advantage.” 

Due to the extreme physicality of 
rowing, the team makes sure that they 
are prepared well ahead of time in the 
fall and winter months. 

“It’s eight minutes of doing the 
same movement, over and over, and 
itstarts to burn after about three min- 
utes,” said Zacharias. “We put in a 
ton of work over winter.” 

“Tt’s pretty intense in the boat dur- 
ing the race ... There’s a lot to think 
about,” said freshmen Alex Teran. 
“You're trying to maintain perfect 
technique while still trying to pull as 
hard as you can,” 

“Tt was just a fantastic race, the 
novice women considered it our big- 
gest race, and really went all out for 
it,” said Zacharias. 

The team also praises the novice 
men’s boats for theiraccomplishment 
in the regatta. 

“The novice men’s four did really 
well too, they came in eighth place 
overall,” said Zacharias. 

The overall team is pleased with 
the results of the Knecht Cup and will 
compete in the ACLS Championship 
in York, Pa, this weekend, 

“The Knecht Cup was definitely 
the biggest race of the spring season 
so far. We were racing with a new 
line-up and it showed a lot of poten- 
tial,” said Teran. 

“We did well, but withalittle more 
practice in this line-up we could do 
great.” 

The team hopes to be just as suc- 
cessful, if not more, in the ACLS 
Championship, 

“This week we’ve been rowing the 
four line-up every day and really fo- 
cusing on becoming in tune with each 
other’s rowing,” said Teran, 












BY GREG BORENSTEIN 
THE JoHNS Hopkins News-Letter 


The Johns Hopkins men’s track 
and field team finished in third place 
this past weekend at the Mason- 
Dixon invitational. The men accu- 
mulated 107 total team points, just 
one point behind second place fin- 
isher Frostburg State. 

The women finished in seventh 
place out of a twelve team field, with 
40.5 total points. 

Conference rival Gettysburg Col- 
lege in Gettysburg, Pa. hosted the 
meet. 

The male athlete of the meet for 
Hopkins was sophomore Jason 
Dubyoski, who won both the 110- 
meter and 400-meter hurdles. 
Dubyoski ran the 110 high hurdles 
with a time 15.75 seconds, while he 
won the 400-meter hurdles in 55.37. 
Both of these victories qualified 
Dubyoski for the ECAC champion- 
ships. 

“I’m focusing on trying to qualify 
for nationals,” said Dubyoski. “Ihave 
a good opportunity to do that this 
upcoming weekend in the 400-meter 
hurdles since we'll be racing teams 
such as Villanova and Penn.” 

Junior Jacob Breecker and fresh- 
man Tristan Thomas finished in fifth 
and sixth place respectively in the fi- 
nals of the 100-meter dash. They both 
ran personal bests times. Thomas now 
ranks second in the conference, and 
Breeker sixth. 

Breecker and Thomas teamed up 
with Dubyoski and freshman Chris 
Cottrell to take second place in the 4 
x 100-meter relay in an ECAC quali- 
fying time of 43.73. Cottrell also set a 
new personal and freshman record in 
the long jump, with a jump of 2076”. 

In the 1500-meter run, Hopkins 
placed third, sixth and seventh with 
junior Andrew Bauerschmidt lead- 
ing the way with a time of 4:12.45, 
followed closely by freshman Pat 
Brandon and senior Eric Scrivner. In 
the 3000-meter steeplechase, sopho- 
more Sam Olesky and freshman Jus- 
tin DeAngelis finished fourth and fifth 
place to earn nine points. 

In the high jump, freshman 
Michael Palantoniwon the eventwith 
a jump of 5’11” while junior Tai 
Kobayashi took second with a jump 
of 5°9. Head Coach Bobby Van Allen 
was very pleased with the men’s per- 





formance “We really didn’t expect to 
place as high as we did in the team 
standings,” said Van Allen. “We 
didn’t run anyone in the 5K or 10K, 
and we rested several of our throwers 
as well who would have scored big. I 
was happy with how we competed in 
all of the events, and now we should 
be charged up and ready to go for the 
last three weeks of the season.” 

For the women, freshman Jessica 
Reeves had a big day, scoring in three 
openevents and running on the sixth 
place 4 x 100-meter relay team. 
Reeves rana personal best of 12.98 to 
take fifth in the 100-meter dash and 
picked up a sixth place finish in the 
pole vault, and a seventh place finish 
in the high jump after teaming up 
with freshman 

Freshman Shanna Sprinkle, fresh- 
man Allison Grant and sophomore 
Giselle Joseph in the relay. 

In the distance events, freshman 
Angela Kaon and sophomore Jessie 


COURTESY OF ANDREW BAUERSCHMIDT 
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Lozier finished fourth and fifth re- 
spectively in the 1500-meter run, 
earning nine points for the Blue Jays. 
Both times were personal bests for 
Kaonand Lozier. Lozier was awarded 
the female runner of the meet, for 
running her first 1500-meter of the 
outdoor season in a time of 5:04.30, 
this was a sixteen second improve- 
ment over her indoor time. Lozier 
later came back to run a solid leg on 
the women’s 4 x 400-meter relay 
which finished in eight place. 
Freshman Javi Hartenstine ran her 
personal best by eight seconds in the 
800-meter run finishing in fourth 
place overall with a time of 2:28.14. 
The only field point scorer for the 
women was freshman Chantel Priolo, 
who placed third in the Javelin with a 
new freshman record of 107’8” and 
seventh in the discus with a throw of 
1063”. This Friday and Saturday the 
Blue Jays compete in the Widener 
Invitational in Chester, Pa. 





Freshman Tristan Thomas out strides his opponent at Gettysburg. 
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Now Open M-Th 8AM-10PM Friday 8AM-11PM Sat/Sun 10AM-11PM 
Hung over? We sell GATORADE FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL (410) 286-811 


"HOT SANDWICH SPECIAL 


is BN oN a 


NOW SERVING 


BOAR'S HEAD 
(deli meats and cheese) 


all meals under $7 with 
chips/fountain drink 


ASK FOR SPECIAL FIXINs' 
fresh avacado, roasted red 
pepper, sun-dried tomato, 
pesto and cranberry sauce 
HOT GRILLED panini style 
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Blue Jays hold Terrapins to six scores 
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Junior defender Matt Feild and sophomore goalie Jesse Schwartzman defend an offensive threat by the Terps. 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A12 
bright spot for us and have helped us 
outin close games. Paul has frequently 
been able to dodge against his short- 
stick, because [senior midfielder] 
Kyle [Harrison] and _ [junior 
midfielder] Greg [Peyser] draw long 
sticks. So he’s been able to expose 
things on the other teams.” 

Stephen Peyser, Greg’s younger 
brother, had a career high two goals 
against Maryland. 

“Tt was an enormous relief to have 
a double-point game,” Peyser said. 
“Hopefully our game on Friday sig- 
nifies the success level we are aiming 
atas we re [trying] to peak at the right 
time.” 

Thirty-seven seconds into the 
game, Harrison scored an unassisted 
goal. Stephen Peyser scored exactly 
10 minutes later before senior 
attackman Kyle Barrie and 

Maryland’s Brendan Healy both 
scored man-up goals to close out the 
quarter with Hopkins holding a 3-1 
edge. In the second quarter, Mary- 





land came out strong, scoring two 
unanswered goals in just over two 


MIKE SCHUMP/NEWS 
A trio of Jays celebrate a score in 
the five-goal win over Maryland. 


MIKE SCHUMP/NEWS-LETTER 








minutes. Junior attackman Joe 
Walters, a top scorer for the Terps, 
opened the second-frame scoring 
with his lone goal of the night. 

“Joe Walters is one of the better 
players in the country and Maryland 
has a strong offense,” said Garvey. 
“We did a good job against them and 
[senior defenseman] Greg|Raymond], 
and [sophomore midfielder] Brendan 
[Skakandi] did a great job holding 
Walters to one goal.” 

Though the score stood at 3-3, 
Hopkins quickly pulled away and 
never looked back. Sophomore 
attackman Jake Byrne scored in the 
middle of the second quarter off an 
assist from Greg Peyser, to give 
Hopkins the lead once again. Hunt- 
ley then scored two minutes later off 
an assist from Harrison, giving 
Hopkins an 5-3 halftime lead. 

“Our best defense was in the third 


and fourth quarters,” said Garvey. | 
“Our defense is most effective when | 


our offense has possession of the ball 
and this was the casein the third quar- 





Top-ranked Northwestern is next 
on schedule for Women’s Lacrosse 
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Towson’s Shannon Witzel, the Blue 
Jays do minated the game, scoring 
nine of the next 13 goals. Key added 
four second-half goals, including the 
go-ahead goal seven minutes into the 
final frame. 

As impressive as Key’s double- 
digit output was, the Jays had seven 
different players score at least one 
goal. Once again, the freshmen con- 
tinued to show improvement, as 
Houckand Stamper scored two goals 
apiece. After Walsh scored the Blue 
Jays’ first goal of the game, Houck 
scored the next two to pull the Jays 
within two goals before Key went on 
her scoring streak. Stamper scored 
both of her goals in the last seven 
minutes of the game, netting the 15th 
and final goal of the contest with un- 
der two minutes left on an assist from 
Key. 

Sophomore midfielder Steph 
Janice, freshman attacker Annie 
Wagner, and senior attacker Erin 
Riordan each added one goal for the 
Jays. Inall, Hopkins managed to score 
15 goals against the Tigers’ ninth- 
ranked defense. Towson’s freshman 
goaltender Mandy Corry had the 
highest save percentage in the nation 
before facing the Blue Jays. 

“Thekeysto the victory at Towson 
were hustle and finishing.” said se- 





nior midfielder Anne Crisafulli. “We 
hustled after ground balls and won 
possession a lot of the time.” 

The Blue Jays played well defen- 
sively, neutralizing two of the top 
scoring threats in the country; junior 
attacker Becky Trumbo and sopho- 


Ferengi see SES aa) 
The key to the victory... 


was perseverance. We 
never gave up when 
[Towson] had the lead 


and continued to fight. 


— SARAH WALSH, 
JUNIOR ATTACKER 





more midfielder Shannon Witzelrank 
sixth and 15th respectively in scoring 
per game. Combined, the duo aver- 
ages almost nine points per game. 

“The defense as a whole played 
really well, even though Towson 
scored 10 goals,” said Crisafulli. “They 
made some key stops and gave the 
ball back to the attack. Towson has 
‘some nationally-ranked scorers that 
the defense shut down.” 


ROBIN SHAW/FILE PHOTO 


The women’s lacrosse team has a prime opportunity to climb in the polls 
this week in its much-anticipated match up with No. 1 Northwestern. 


The Hopkins defense, led by junior 
midfielder Kelley Putnam, freshman 
defender Sarah Gallion, senior defender 
Cherie Michaud, senior defender 
Lacey-Leigh Hentz, and Crisafulli, held 
the pair to seven points. 

The Blue Jays managed to focus 
on Towson despite another game 
looming on their schedule. On Fri- 
day, April 22, the Blue Jays host the 
top-ranked and undefeated North- 
western Wildcats. The game at 
Towson servedas an adequate warm- 
up for the much-anticipated game. 

“T think it was good because it got 
our minds off Northwestern,” said 
Crisafulli “We were able to concen- 
trate on things we need to do and 
perfect [them].” 

The Wildcats lead the nation in 
both offense and defense. The game 
will also showcase the nation’s top 
three offensive threats, including Key 
and the Wildcats’ high-powered of- 
fensive pair: Lindsey Munday and 
Kristen Kjellman. 

The game will once again feature 
“The Nest,” which is a students only 
section for Hopkins fans. 








tel 

After a goal by Maryland’s Dave 
Matz opened the third quarter, 
Hopkins rattled off four unanswered 
goals, as Huntley, Rabil, Stephen 
Peyser and senior attackman and co- 
captain Peter LeSueur each found the 
net one each. 

Witha five-goal cushion at the be- 
ginning of the fourth quarter, 
Hopkins had little trouble keeping 
the Terps comfortably at bay. Each 
team scored twice apiece as the game 
ended with an 11-6 Hopkins victory. 

“To date, that was the most in- 
tense sporting event I’ve ever been a 
part of,” said the younger Peyser. 
“Because of our history with Mary- 
land there was a lot going into the 
game but once we got on the field we 
just played.” 

Sophomore Jesse Schwartzman 
continued his consistent play in the 
win, registering 17 saves — his sec- 
ond-highest career total. 

Rabil now leads the team with 15 
goals and is second on the team in 
total points, with 20. Huntley’s hat 
trick was his third in the last five 
games, bringing him to 14 goals on 
the season. 

Hopkins now shifts its focus to 
No. 5 Navy, who will come to 
Homewood this Saturday fora 1 p.m. 
match up with the top-ranked Jays. 

“We've hadclose games with them 
in the past, especially last year (10-9 
OT),” said Garvey of Navy, who lost 
to Syracuse in last year’s NCAA 
Championship game. “It will be a 
good challenge for us. Navy has a 
great offense and a terrific face-off 
man. Our goal as a defense is to stop 
transitions, clear the ball for our of- 
fensive, and limit their time posses- 
sions. They have some standout play- 
ers on their team.” 

Navy has a chance to make the 
pollsters sit up and take notice of the 
Midshipmen this weekend, as 
Hopkins has been permanently 
perched at No. 1 since the start of the 
season. 





Tennis teams stay 
hot for stretch run 


Men’s team continues to crush Centennial 
opponents in surprising run at C.C. crown 


CONTINUED FROM Pace A12 
improved the men’s record to 11-2 
overall and 6-0in the Centennial Con- 
ference. 

The team returns to action once 
again on Saturday at 1] a.m. against 
Dickinson. The match will be played 
on the Homewood campus. 

The women’s team recovered 
well from their disappointing losses 
a week earlier and ran off three wins 
in four days this past weekend. 

The women 
defeated, in or- 
der, conference 
rivals McDaniel 
on Thursday, 
Bryn Mawr on 
Saturday and 





We are stronger, 
steadier, and more 


Busch and Liang, who won their ~ 
match 8-0. 

The Blue Jays easily put away 
McDaniel and Bryn Mawr in their 
earlier matches, not giving up a point 
to either squad. 

Freshman Holly Clare won at her 
singles position 6-1, 6-1 in each 
match. Senior Vandna Jerath, fresh- 
man Mary Gorski, and freshman 
Stephanie Carr were among the other 
players who won their singles matches 
each day. 

The women 
moved _ their 
record to 11-3 
overall and6-2in 
conference play. 
They play again 





Haverford on . Tuesday at 
Sunday to com- consistent all the Way Franklin & 
plete the 3-0 - Marshall before 
weekend. through [our lineu pl. preparing for the 
; After sweep- — FRANK EARLY, Centennial Con- 
ing their previ- ference Tourna- 
ous two oppo- ASSISTANT COACH pent. 

nents, the Blue Along with 
Jays faced their these sterling 


stiffest competition from Haverford, 
which they beat 6-3. 

Freshman Tanya Gulnick contin- 
ued her hot play after moving for the 
first time in her young career to No. 1 
singles, defeating her opponent from 
Haverford 6-3, 6-2. This completed 
an undefeated three matches for 
Gulnick. She won her other singles 
matches very convincingly, giving up 
only three games in the four sets she 
played. 

In the Haverford match, senior 
Michelle Liang also played well for 
the Blue Jays, winning at No. 2 singles 
6-2, 6-1. Johns Hopkins won two of 
three doubles matches against the 
Fords, anchored by sophomore Becky 


performances has come recognition 
for both the men’sand womens teams 
in the regional rankings. 

The men have climbed all the way 
into a five-way tie for No. 6 in the 
most recent Atlantic South rankings, 
while the women were slated in the 
No. 13 spot. The men are dead even 
with the likes of Carnegie Mellon, 
Sewanee, Piedmont and Centennial 
Conference rival Washington Col- 
lege. 

Emory University currently sits 
atop the men’s Atlantic South 
rankings, while the Washington & 
Lee Generals own that distinction 
on the women’s side of the equa- 
tion. 





Walsh makes her mark in 2005 


Athlete of the Week ~ 


Junior attacker adds 
another dimension 
to improving offense 


BY BRYAN CURTIN 
Tue JoHNs Hopkins News-LetTerR 


Over the last month and a half, the 
Johns Hopkins women’s lacrosse 
team has won eight of its nine games 
over that span. 

As the season draws nearer to its 
close, the Blue Jays are making a 
strong push towards the post season. 
A huge contributor to this late-sea- 
son surge hasbeen star junior attacker 
Sarah Walsh. 

One year after a season-ending 
injury thattookherentiresophomore 
season away from her, Walsh has 
moved to the forefront of the Blue 
Jays’ attack unit this year. 

“It was difficult watching from the 
sidelines for the entire year,” said 
Walsh. “I wouldn’t wish that on any- 
one. But at the same time it was a 
good learning experience, and some- 
thing I can take with me for the rest of 
my career.” 

Heading into the homestretch of 
the 2005 season, Walsh’s game seems 
to improve with each and every con- 
test. 

“I think that the Penn game was 
probably the turning pointin this sea- 
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Juniorattacker Sarah Walshis proving to be the perfect offensive comple- 
ment to super sophomore attacker Mary Key this year for the Blue Jays. 


son,” said Walsh. “Everything just 
came together, and we played ex- 
tremely well. It was a game where we 
played up to our potential.” 

Walsh finished with a flawless per- 
formance: three goals, one assist and 
nota single turnover as the Blue Jays 
went on to completely destroy the 


then-ranked No. 13 Quakers. With \ 


the win Hopkins saw a coveted im- 
provement in their standing in the 
country. 

But Walsh and the Blue Jays 
weren't nearly satisfied, and since 
that game the women have played 
with an increased level of intensity. 

“Wealwayscome out onto the field 
with a chip on our shoulders,” said 
Walsh. “We know that we are that 
good, and that we can beat any team 
that we are on the 
field with. I think 
you have to have 
that to win at this 
level.” 








_ Name: 


Vital Statistics 


as motivation for the rest of the sea- 
son.” 

Walsh responded to the loss by 
duplicating her six-point perfor- 
mance the very next game against 
American, then turning in a three- 
point performance against No. 16 
Towson this past week. Ranked No. 
11 in the nation, the Blue Jays appear 
to be on pace for the postseason and 
will make some noise come May. 

“First and foremost, our goal is to 
get to the [NCAA] tournament,” said 
Walsh. “Then we can concentrate on 
winning there and getting to the Final 
Four.” 

Walsh exemplifies the defining 
qualities of the 2005 women’s La- 
crosse team: loyalty, sacrifice and 
teamwork. 

“We have a 
great group of 
girls, here,” said 
Walsh, “and 
each and every 
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ranked’ Mary- | 
land. 

Walsh left everything on the field 
in a truly heroic effort, recording a 
career-high five goals and one assist 
in an ultimately losing effort at Col- 
lege Park. The close loss was hard to 
swallow, but did not diminish Walsh’s 
or the team’s resolve. 

“We don’t want to feel that way 
again [after the loss to Maryland],” 
said Walsh. “We can use this game 
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— sonal goals for 


the rest of the 
season, Walsh demonstrated the Blue 
Jay spirit. 

“just want to do whatever I canto 
get us [to the tournament],” Walsh 
said. Re 

As with any sport, the playoffs are 
what it’s all about. | ati 

Apparently, Walsh and the Blue 
Jays subscribe to this very philoso- 
phy. rit 
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CALENDAR 


FRIDAY 


Baseball vs. Gettysburg 3:30 p.m The Washington Nationals’ Brad Wilkerson 
W. Lacrosse vs. Northwestern p.m. became the 26th player in MLB history to 
hit for the cycle twice in his career in the 
SATURDAY opening week of the 2005 season. 
M. Tennis vs. Dickinson 11 a.m 
M. Lacrosse vs. Navy 1 p.m 





m M. Tennis 


continues 
‘streak vs. 
McDaniel 


Success still coming 
'in bunches for Blue 


| 


Jays in C.C. matches 


M. Lax 


crushes 
Terps 
on road 


Jays dominate rival 
Maryland in 11-6 
win at College Park 





| BY JOHN MONAGAN 

THE JoHNs Hopkins News-LETTER 
BY CLAIRE KOEHLER 

Tas Jouns Hoprins News-Lerrer Ending Washington’s streak has 
turned out to be the start of another 
| streak for the Johns Hopkins men’s 
tennis team itself. 

Since halting Washington 
College’s 20-year win streak in con- 
ference play earlier this spring, the 
Blue Jays have been on a tear. Their 
strong play continued last Saturday 
| in a dominating 6-1 win over 
Muhlenberg College. 

Assistant Coach Frank Early cited 
the team’s win over Washington as a 
decisive moment in the team’s suc- 
cessful run. 

“Our defining moments definitely 
came against Washington College,” 
said Early. “We lost the double point 
but we kept fighting back. Weshowed 
extreme resilience and character 
against them. There were four or five 
points where we couldhavecrumbled, 


Updated NCAA 
| ; but we didn’t, and I think that has 
Lacrosse Rankings been the strongest characteristic of 


| this team.” 
Themen’s team sits atop the rankings Against Muhlenberg on Saturday, 
for the seventh straight week, while | one would be hard-pressed to find 


After a convincing 11-6 win over 
No. 9 Maryland last Friday, the Johns 
Hopkins men’s lacrosse team remains 
the only undefeated team in D-I la- 
crosse after taking homea winat Col- 
lege Park. 

This game was all Blue Jays, as a 
crowd of over 10,000 fans at the Uni- 
versity of Maryland watched the 101st 
meeting between these rivals. 

“Maryland is definitely a hostile 
environment,” said senior defender 
Tom Garvey. “It’s great to play in 
front of a crowd that’s against you 
defense wise. A win is that much 
sweeter.” 

Last year Hopkins (9-0) defeated 
Maryland, 14-10,at Homewood Field 
in the most anticipated NCAA La- 
crosse game of 2004. 

Three freshmen provided much 
of the scoring against the Terrapins. 
Attackman Kevin Huntley and 
midfielder Paul Rabil again started 
for the Jays on Friday night, as Hunt- 





also added one assist. Midfielder 
Stephen Peyser had his first multi- 
point game. Huntley and Rabil were | 
the lone Jays to find the net in the 
fourth quarter. 

“Our freshmen are stepping up 
and a number of them are getting 
significant playing time. Paul, Kevin, 
Stephen and Nick [Veith] are all play- 
ing for us quite regularly,” said 


INSIDE 


Crew teams row at 
The Knecht Cup 


Men’s Track & Field 
takes third this week 


The men’s and women’s Crew teams 
competed in their toughest meet to 


The Jays posted their best finish of the 
season at the Mason-Dixon Invita- 



































Johns Hopkins swept the 
| matches, keyed by steadily-improv- 
. 2 | ing freshman Joe Vasoontara and fel- 
: W. Lacrosse Crulses | lowclassmate Matthew Naftilan’s 8-2 
i. e victory at No. 1 singles. Sophomore 
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Nick Kennedy and partner Justin 


Riki 54 * . . a 
Belisario also won their doubles 


aS Eo past Towson, 15-10 
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ing the jump to Division I, including 
seven goals and three assists in the 
15-10 win. 

Key did not do it all alone, how- 
ever. Solid offensive performances 
from sophomore attacker Sarah 
Walsh, freshman midfielder Kadie 
Stamper, and freshman attacker 
Kirby Houck helped to put the game 
out of the Tigers’ reach, as the trio 
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| IMAGINE a place where you can go to meet with friends...dine with 

| family...shop with sisters. Imagine Harbor East. Where President 
Street meets Aliceanna Street. There, the good times, the fun and the 
romance begin. Harbor East. The ns center of activity in Baltimore. 


posted three points apiece. Defen- 
sively, the Blue Jays shut down two of 
the nation’s top scorers. 

“The key to the victory against 
Towson was perseverance,” said 
Walsh. “We never gave up when they 
had the lead and continued to fight.” 

The Blue Jays left Towson with a 
convincing 15-10 win, which will pro- 
vide much-needed momentumas No. 
1-ranked Northwestern is set to visit 
Homewood Field this Friday. 

Key’s 10 points are also the third 
highest single-game total in the coun- 











first place 


Blue Jays are now in 
danger of missing 
out on fifth straight 
conference crown 


BY ZACH GOODMAN 
Tue Jouns Hopkins News-Lerrer 


After going 3-1 in three Centen- 
nial Conference games against 
McDaniel, Gettysburg and Haverford 
this past week, the Johns Hopkins 
baseball.team sits in a second place tie 
with Ursinus, one game behind 
Franklin & Marshall. With only five 
conference games left in the regular 
season, time isrunning out for Hopkins 
to reclaim the regular-season confer- 
ence title it has held since 2001. 

“The first three years I’ve been here 
we’ve been well in first by now,” said 
seniorshortstop and co-Captain Mike 
Spiciarich, “and now we're hoping 





ROBIN SHAW/EFILE PHOTO 
Senior outfielder Dave Montegari 
is currently hitting .358 with six 
homeruns and 15 RBIs this season. 


place Swarthmore, then two each 
against sixth-place Muhlenberg and 
eighth-place Dickinson, 

Over the course of that span, 
Hopkins will face Gettysburg once, 
and then Ursinus and Muhlenberg 
for two doubleheaders. As neither 
Hopkins nor F&M has yet played 
Muhlenberg, the Mules, 6-7 in con- _ 
ference play, may well decide who 


finishes atop the standings. — 


“This week we’re Muhlenberg’s 


| Harbor East, Drink, Dine, Shop. Live, Enjoy. www. for the team in front to lose sowe can __ biggest fans, and next week we have 
is | HARBORE€@St catch up.” to play them,” said Spiciarich, 
, “It sucks,” he added. __ Even though the Jays have #400) 
; TheJayshave been forced towatch _ shot at moving back into first place, 
, the scoreboard, hoping for F&M to _ they have very little chance of fulfill- 
N SHAW/FILE PHOTO | lose in order to pull back into the top _ ing the high preseason expectatio 
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Junior attacker Meagan Voight 
and the Jays are now 9-3 overall. 
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BY MATT HANSEN 
Tue Jouns Hopkins News-Letter 


It was the heart of one of our unseasonably 
balmy Saturdays. As usual, Jay was running late. It was the 
damn bum leg again, he claimed. Then he whistled through 
his teeth, rubbed his leathery hands on his sweatshirt, and 
said, “I’ll take the shortcut.” 

He would have liked to stick around and chat, but he’ 
was due to meet a drinking buddy. The limp vanished when he scampered 
down the hillside. You could see his head bobbing beside his pal as they 
passed a beer between them and stared out over the river. 

A few minutes passed, anda family of four pedaled by. A scrawny young kid pumpedhis legs furiously 
and tucked his head down, mock bike racer, to catch up to the loping moves of his father. A yard or two 
away, a couple sat near the gurgling stream and swapped romantic glances. It was every city planner’s 
dream, a bucolic slice of sun-dappled water, a happy family jangling about on bikes; even Jay and his 
fellow homeless had their place in the sun. 

Of course, there was the graffiti-decorated concrete pylon that straddled the river, the overturned 
shopping cart on the opposite bank, the cargo trains rumbling past coughing up metal clouds, the 
styrofoam packing peanuts swirling in little trash eddies as they made their way down the river. But this 
isthe Jones Falls, after all, andno amount of planning, pruning, hedging and paving can take the industry 
out of the industrial river. , 

The Jones Falls has been labeled both a stream and a river, but until recently, most knew it as just a 
meandering waterway shooting soupy, grayish liquid down from places unknown like a muddy artery 
from a trash-clogged heart. The river-stream made news only when summer rains caused it to flood and 
swamp low-lying industrial parks, or by serving as the blueprint for the Jones Falls Expressway (JFX), 
which runs in its tracks in all its 1970s superhighway, city-spanning glory. 

Television viewers also know the Falls for having the Salt Dome sit on its banks. This perennial 
favorite of winter TV reporters is brought out every Christmas season for a bundled, ear-muffed news 
personality to stand in front of as city deicing trucks load up on salt. With this came the end of the Jones 
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Falls’ notoriety, 
Yeta curious thing happened early last year. There was talk growing in City Hall, talk that spread into 
the peer newspapers, and then into barbershops and fried seafood places, that the JFX might be seeing 
its last days. 
And with this talk, perhaps, came a renewed interest in what lay, quietly burbling, beneath the 
highway. What was this little river-stream that had been neglected for so long? 
As it turned out, the gossip coincided with the opening of the Jones Falls Trail, the brainchild of local 
planners and the Jones Falls Watershed Association, which had been looking after the lovable loser of 
local rivers since 1997. With some support from Representative Ben Cardin and funding from city 
government, the trail opened in September of 2004, a 1.5 mile long asphalt biking and running path that 
follows Falls Road, just east of the JFX. 
With a year under its belt, the Trail still proudly displays trailhead signs and markers and the pavement , 
looks new. A zigzag path leads from the main trail to Druid Hill Park, Baltimore’s largest, which includes its 
own biking and running paths, a swimming pool, tennis courts, and, on certain Saturdays, — ‘i 
: CONTINUED ON PAGE B3 us t 
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Check your diet for stressful foods 


BY MELISSA ARTNAK 
Tue JoHNs Hopkins News-Letrer 


With finals approaching, term pa- 
per due dates coming soon and plan- 
ning for either graduation or the next 
semester in full force, it’s awfully 
tempting to soothe jumpy nerves with 
a nightly bowl of ice cream or to gulp 
down two mochas in a row just to 
keep plugging away with schoolwork 
into the wee hours. 

But some of the most common 
comfort foods and stressed-out eat- 
ing habits end up enhancing the 
inevitable end-of-the-school-year 
anxiety. 

Of course, there are also some 
culinary options that help relieve 
Stress at leasta little bit, which, judg- 
ing from sighs of desperation ring- 
ing around the library, are worth a 
try. 

Sadly, everyone’s favorite choice 
for getting through a late night of 
studying and resembling a moder- 
ately functioning human the next day 
actually piles on a little more stress. 
As any good biology student knows, 
caffeine does more than just keep the 
sleep-deprived alert. 

Inmoderation, acup of coffee here 
and a can of soda there is okay, but 
chugging three Red Bulls in a rowis, 
well, detrimental. Excessive caffeine 
raises adrenaline, which intensifies 
stress and leads to even more fatigue 























once its effects wane. But coffee-ad- 
dicts beware: stopping cold turkey 
will make life pretty miserable, so try 
to slowly decrease those tri-daily trips 
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Mom’s brownies can’t be beat, but eat sparingly to keep stress in check. 





to Café Q. 

Just like caffeine, sugar causes an 
initial jolt of energy, but its aftermath is 
far from desirable. Consuming too 
much sugar can lead to an irritable 
mood, tiredness and, in some cases, 
slight depression. Though those cook- 
ies may tempting be in times of stress, 
remember that after the taste of deli- 
cious chocolate morsels wears off, that 
anxiety will return with a vengeance, 
perhaps even more intensely. 

But those who turn toa Hershey’s 
bar when life gets tough, shouldn’t 
worry, As long as it’s just a normal 
serving size and not the entire bag 
of bite-sized Snickers, chocoholics 
are in the clear. 

Chocolate leads to enhanced se- 
cretion of endorphins, the feel-good 
neurotransmitter that’s also triggered 


ting the gym, twist the facts of nutri- 
tion around a bit and eat a candy bar, 
so that happiness will ensue. 

Here’s some more good news: car- 
bohydrates are the answer to the 
frazzled student’s dietary problems. 


Campus help for the very stressed 


BY GINA CALLAHAN 
THE JoHNs Hopkins News-LeTTER 


It goes without saying that college 
students bombarded with academic 
and social pressures will feel stressed- 
out occasionally. When stress be- 
comes unmanageable, however, stu- 
dents may look to the following 
campus resources for help and per- 
spective. 


Stressbusters 


Participation in campus groups 
may be one source of stress for stu- 
dents, yet there is a campus group, 
comprised of both graduate and un- 
dergraduate students, that is orga- 
nized especially to combat the prob- 
lem of stress. 

Volunteers hoping to promote 
relaxation on the Hopkins campus, 
Stressbusters are trained to give 
five- to seven-minute backrubs and 
do so at campus events. 

Transplanted from Columbia with 
Health and Wellness Center nurse 
practitioner Allegra Hamman, the 
stress-reduction program is fairly new 
at Hopkins. 

Stressbusters aims to decrease 
stress-related insomnia, depression, 
headaches and back pain with their 
massages and relaxation techniques. 

Other student organizations may 
recruit the group to provide massages 
at events free of charge and should 
visit their Web site, http:// 
www.jhu.edu/~health/, to complete 
such requests. 


A Place to Talk 


While Stressbusters isa newcam- 
pus organization aimed at helping 
students cope with the frustration 
and anxiety that college may cause, 
A Place to Talk (APTT), a student- 
oriented organization with a simi- 
Jar goal, is in its 21st year of opera- 
tion at Hopkins. 


si 
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- can sign up for the fitness class pro- 
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In addition to providing confiden- 
tial peer counseling services from7 p.m. 
to midnight Sunday through Thurs- 
day, APTT hosts events like its annual 
Relaxation Fair, which will be held on 
May 6. ; 


Counseling Center 


The University’s Counseling 
Center provides free individual, 
couples and group counseling. The 
Office promises that students do not 
need to have serious emotional 
problems to take advantage of these 
services. 

Group counseling offered this se- 
mester includes sessions on Substance 
Abuse Recovery, Surviving and Suc- 
ceeding with ADD and ADHD, Sur- 
viving Sexual Abuse and Assault and 
one called Connecting on Campus. 
The office also accepts suggestions 
for group counseling session topics. 
More information is available on the 
office’s Web site http://www.jhu.edu/ 
~ccenter/ and by calling (410) 516- 
8278. 


Recreation Center 


Everyone knows that moving 
around and getting some exercise not 
only makes for a healthy body but 
also reduces stress and anxiety. The 
Ralph S. O’Connor Recreation Cen- 


-ter (Rec. Center) offers practically ev- 


erything a person looking for a little 
physical activity could desire. 

Aside from the upstairs level 
filled with exercise machines, the 
downstairs weight room and the 
indoor track and basketball court, 
the Rec. Center goes beyond gym 
stables and gives students the op- 
tion of having more unique forms 
of exercise, 

The climbing wall, swimming pool 
and numerous intramural sports add 
variety to regular old workouts. In- 
tramural sports are a particularly 
good form of stress relief because, 
aside from the activity itself, there is 
also an element of social camaraderi 
with teammates. 


| ks - For a fee each semester, students 


% 


include such stress-re- 





lieving activities as yoga, Pilates and 
kickboxing. 

Intramurals schedules, fitness class 
schedules and general information 
about the Rec. Center are available at 
http://www.jhu.edu/recreation/ or by 
calling (410) 516-5229. 
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MATT HANSEN/NEWS-LETTER 
Carrots and other veggies are good for stress, but just say no to soda and caffeine if you are already tense. 


Consumption of good carbs — whole 
wheat breads, baked potatoes or 
steamed rice — leads to the release of 
serotonin, which is a neurotransmit- 
ter with pleasant, calming effects. The 
morning before a big test, make it a 
point to have a bowl of healthy grain 
cereal in hopes of reaping its calming 
benefits. 

In further proof that a bowl of ce- 
real isa good pre-exam breakfast op- 
tion, all of the vitamins and the cal- 
cium in milk help a worked-up body, 
too. Even better, throw a banana into 
the mix for additional neurotrans- 
mitter-boosting effects. 

Mom was right when she empha- 
sized the importance of clearing the 
dinner plate of carrots and peas. Veg- 
etables, which possess similar effects to 
the straight-up carbohydrates and also 
help with absorption ofa certain good- 


for-you amino acid, are another good | 


food to eat when feeling anxious. 

Ifeating raw broccoli doesn’tseem 
very appealing, get some greens in a 
hearty salad or a vegetable soup. For 
those who can tolerate its distinctive 
taste, asparagus isa particularly good 
option because of its concentration 
of folic acid. 

Another important rule to keep in 
mind: regardless of how busy you 
might be, eating three healthy meals 
per dayis particularly importantwhen 
the body is already under stress. 

Taking a break to grab a bite in 
Terrace might seem like it’s cutting 
into valuable work time, but it’s also 
helping boost concentration and pre- 
venting premature fatigue, which are 
more important in the long run. 





When passion 
leads to pressure 


BY LEAH BOURNE 
THE JouNs Hopkins News-LetTTer 


Spring is in the air at Hopkins, 
and all of the blissful ideas that sur- 
round dating and romance can seem 
particularly apt now more than ever. 
But dating and relationships can of- 
ten be a cause of stress and tension, 
and these feelings of frustration can 
seem magnified in the midst of the 
academic and emotional pressures 
of being in college. 

Everyone seems to have a differ- 
ent take on the relationship between 
dating and stress. While some say 
that a relationship can be a stress 
reliever anda great source of support 
to weather all of the other pressures 
that college presents, others feel it is 
yet another addition to the multitude 
of stresses facing students. 

Dr. Michael Mond, the director of 
the Counseling Center, cites thatalittle 
under 15 percent of the 916 students 
who visited the Counseling Center last 
year stated thatrelationshipsandbreak- 
ups were a “serious problem” in their 
lives. That percentage isn’t as dra- 
matic as the percentages of students 
concerned with time management 
‘and self-confidence; there is “often a 
lot of overlap,” Mond said. “A rela- 
tionship issue can affect someone’s 
academics or their ability to sleep or 
think clearly, and that is what they 
ultimately seek help for.” 

Mond doesn’t find the number of 
students concerned about their rela- 
tionship or dating life as particularly 
unusual. “Everybody will have some 
relationship concerns. Peopleare built 
to try and establish intimacy with oth- 
ers.” Mondsaid, “Atayoungage people 
are single and are trying to establish 
relationships and struggling with how 
to connect with others. Everybody 
struggles with how to connect with 
people andhowto beindependent and 
dependent at the same time.” 

There are a variety of issues that 
college students dealing with relation- 
ships are particularly prone to have. 

“Often times people don’t know 
what they are getting into and are so 
excited to be in a relationship that 
they overlooka lot ofstuffabout their 
partner.” Mondsaid, “When the hon- 
eymoon phase ends they start to geta 
better look at that person and they 
then have to deal with difficulties. 
Most people in the normal course of 
developing will encounter problems 
and then grow from them, even 
though it may be painful.” 

Mond said, “For many people in 
college, it is their first real relationship, 
and the lack of experience can be par- 
ticularly poignant. People are also deal- 
ing with sexual issues in a very serious 
wayand discovering what theyarecom- 


fortable with sexually.” 

Students have their own take on 
the unique stresses of being in a rela- 
tionship while in college. Sophomore 
Dave Yaron said, “Hopkins isa sucha 
small school, so everybody knows 
everybody. People’s social circles are 
intertwined and there isa lot of gossip 
that goes around. Third parties playa 
large role in dissolving relationships, 
This can make for awkward social 
gatherings and add to stress.” 

Sophomore Bryan Balin said, “At 
Hopkins you are always in contact with 
other people. Ina relationship I have to 
deal with a girl and her friends.” 

Headded, “On top of that, the isola- 
tion after freshman year lowers the out- 
lets you have to meet other people, and 
youend up dating your friends, but you 
can’t really date your friends because 
that creates its own breed of drama.” 

Problems for students can arise 
from how to find the right relation- 
ship, how to maintain a relationship 
and how to get out of a relationship 
that just isn’t working. For those who 
are attempting to enter into relation- 
ships but struggling to do so, “It is 
important to deal with self confidence 
and self image issues. It is important 
to explore ways to overcome the fear 
of entering into relationships and to 
take risks. Maintaining relationships 
means both partners need to give up 
autonomy and to learn boundaries. 
Getting out of a relationship is also 
difficult. People’s values can be dif- 
ferent, and itis important to get outin 
the least harmful way,” Mond said. 

Hopkins’ academic pressure cre- 
ates another layer of stress to the al- 
ready tense world of dating. Mond 
said, “Succeeding academically takes 
a lot of energy and time and is very 
demanding to the extent that time 
devoted to academics deprives you of 
time for a social life. There is a push 
and a pull. Some people do sacrifice 
social opportunities to succeed aca- 
demically. I don’t want to judge, butit 


~ isimportant to have a balanced life.” 


Yaron reiterated this point. “A lot 
of people at Hopkins are goal minded 
people who have their whole life 
planned out. They see relationships 
as an obstacle to their school work 
and not as a priority,” he said. 

With all of these issues that erupt 
out of dating, many students still find 
rewarding relationships. 

Sophomore Erica Brown, who has 
been in a committed relationship for 
overa year, said “beingin relationship 
has made my other stresses seem less 
severe. There is always someone there 
to support you. Overall it has made me 
feel more relaxed and less stressed. 
While you do have to chisel out time for 
the other person and juggle friends and 
school work, it is definitely worth it.” 





ith two weeks of 
classes left and 
about four weeks 
until most of cam- 
pus will be pack- 
ing up and heading home for thesum- 
mer, the usual mad 
dash to the finish line 
has begun. 
Whether it be 
starting those three 
term papers that 
were assigned weeks 
ago, finding closure 
pertaining to the status of a rela- 
tionship, or pulling out those books 
that haven’t been opened all term to 
study for finals, the work piles up 
from all directions, leaving heads 
spinning, planners full of to do lists 
and blood pressure rising. 
Moreover, 
with the sun 
shining, summer 
around the cor- 
ner and spring 
fever in the air, it 








LIZA WEHRLY 
Guest CoLUMN 


The popular though 
somewhat vulgar ‘ 


habit tends to ensure that tasks get 
completed and commitments are 
kept. 

In addition, referring back to this 
list and checking off completed 
tasks as time goes by can prove re- 
warding and 
serves as a re- 
minder that the 
work is getting 
done, albeit 
slowly. 

Moving be- 
yond the typical 
to-do list, it is also advantageous to 
set mini goals pertaining to each 
task that needs attention. 

For example, designating time 
limits for certain assignments or al- 
lotting specific hours of the day toa 
certain task can help to make work 
more manage- 
able and ensure 
completion. In 
setting these 
goals it is im- 
portant to be 


is all too easy to honest with 
dniose foc, phrase “procrastination yourself by 
Before going oe objec- 
offthedeepend, ; i i tives that are 
tdatoporentin se masturbation (since enible - 
rememberafew - which leads to 
salient pointers in the end yOu are the — second 
for keeping ; point, the im- 
one’s cool in the only screwing portance of 
face of rising neh! ; leaving time for 
stress and ex- YoOurself)"stillapplies. fun. 
ams, While it is of- 
First, re- ten tempting, es- 
member to stay pecially —at 
organized and set attainable goals. Hopkins, to get caught up in work and 
Though a laundry list of things to forgettoleavethatsecluded, silentstudy 
be completed may seem daunting, desk on D-level, taking a break once in 
| for organizational purposes this awhileisgenerallyhelpfulinalleviating 


mounting stress. 

Watching a movie, going for a 
walk, socializing or making an ap- 
pearance (even if short-lived and 
sober) at a party are all good op- 
tions to mix up the monotony of 
exam study. 

While it may seem that this time 
away from the books only leaves you 
feeling more helpless and pressed for 
time, such breaks are often the key to 
having the ability to focus and make 
that time spent studying all the more 
valuable. 

Asaside note, the popular though 
somewhat vulgar phrase “procrasti- 
nation is masturbation (since in the 
end youare only screwing yourself)” 
still applies. 

Taking time out for a little fun is 
important, but when you find your- 
self spending more time on the beach 
working on the pre-summer tan than 





To survive finals, make sure to stop for a break 


in the library, itis time to head back to 
work. 

In order to resist the temptation to 
procrastinate or to quell the growing 
stress from papers and exams, remem- 
ber the third point: The end is in sight. 

While these next two to four weeks 
may be grueling, summer vacation 
really is around the corner. 

Looking to the long run and the 
good things to come often helps to 
put things in perspective — the work 
will end and you will be able to con- 
tinue living your life. 

While I’m not promising A’s on 
all your exams (especially if you are 
Just opening those books for the first. 
time), I think that these three steps 
— Staying organized, leaving room 
for fun and remembering that the 
end is in sight — will help to reduce 
stress and to make it possible to 


reach the finish line alive, 
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Professors school students at hoops 





ROBIN SHAW/NEWS-LETTER 


For the Shots 4 Shots Measles Initiative, Hopkins professors took on students in a basketball showdown. 


BY ANNA YUKHANANOV 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-Letter 


It was the end of the first period. 
The opposing team missed a shot by 
a hair, and the fan-favorite team was 
off, sprinting to beat the clock, pass- 
ing, skirting around the other play- 
ers. 

“Don’tfallasleep out there!” some- 
one shouted from the sidelines. 

As the buzzer sounded, the ball 
wentin fora three-pointer. Thecrowd 
at the sidelines went wild. The score 
was 35 to 33. 

And the professors were winning. 

“T’ve never seen anything like this,” 
the announcer saidat halftime. “Team 





Ph.D. is giving you a run for your 
money.” 

To support the Measles Initiative, 
the JHU Red Cross, Sigma Alpha Mu 
and the Student Council organized a 
professor versus student basketball 
game—the Shots 4 Shots Tourna- 
ment. Students paid a dollar to watch 
the two teams compete in the Athletic 
Center last Friday night. 

“The International Measles Initia- 
tive, which aims to eradicate measles 
in Africa, is a large part of the Red 
Cross agenda around the country,” 
said junior Shruti Mathur, the Inter- 
national Service Chair of the JHU Red 
Cross. 

“There are 1,200 children dying in 


Africa every day, but only 82 cents is 
needed to savea child’s life,” she said. 
“Tt’s such an awesome cause to de- 
vote to because so little can-do so 
much good. College students don’t 
have that much money, but anyone 
can spare a dollar.” 

To fundraise for the Measles Ini- 
tiative, Mathur came up with the idea 
for the Shots 4 Shots tournament. 

“To me, it’s about thinking of cre- 
ative, out-of-the-box ideas,” she said. 
“During the fall semester, we had a 
Date Auction, which was very suc- 
cessful. And we wanted another event 
that wouldn’tbejust sitting at booths. 
Shots 4 Shots is very catchy and ev- 
eryone likes basketball. So we decided 


In bed, three might be company 


A ménage a trois does sound tempting, but could stir up trouble 


ome guys get dinner made 

for them on their birthdays, 

some get books, watches, or 

tickets to a Yankees game 

and others get their girl- 
friends to ask their best friends, “Well, 
it’s his birthday and I was hoping 
you'd help me give him a really good 
birthday present.” 

No, this is not the beginning of a 
porno, but it is how a friend of mine 
was propositioned 
by a friend of hers 
when she went 
homeonesummer. 
Luckily for the 
birthday boy, she 
was up for some- 
thing new, and he 
was able to enjoy 
what the majority 
of people who re- 
sponded to the Sex 
Survey wanted but 
never got: a three- 
some. 

Let’sjust say I’ve 
seen this column 
coming—or, at 
least, it has been 
suggested by every 
drunk male and/or 
hook-up I’ve had : 
for a while. I am going to take a wild 
guess here and say that with every 
column topic suggestion of this sort, 
there’s an implicit “how can I get 
one?” aspect of his question. 

Step one: stop asking. 

"Step two: be happy if you’re get- 
ting action from one other person. 

The idea comes froma good place: 
sex with one person is good, there- 
fore, sex with two people is better. 


Butthe difference between theory and 


eality, especially in this situation, can 
i sipnificant My general rebuff for 
the standard, “Will you and [female 
roommate who prances around the 
apar in that less-than-nothing 


at she calls a night shirt] have a 


oF =e 








JESS BEATON 
ORGASMIC 
CHEMISTRY 


threesome with me?” is always, 
“Well, I’m only into even numbers. 
2:2. I don’t share well, so find an- 
other guy.” 

Thank you Mrs. Blumenthal for 
neglecting some of the more im- 
portant life lessons in kindergar- 
ten, and also thank you to “most 
guys” for being homophobic 
enough (even while drunk) to drop 
the subject. 

But that’s the 
No. 1 issue facing 
most couples who 


(singles area whole 
different issue)— 
the ratio. Girls gen- 
erally want two 
guys, and guys gen- 
erally want two 
girls. My ex and I 
had abit ofastand- 
off about this one, 
so I refer back to 
my general solu- 
tion—four people. 
But for some rea- 
son most people 
aren’t too keen on 
the idea. Oh well. 

The friend of 
mine whoaccepted 
her best friend also turned down an- 
other offer not that much later be- 
cause of the problems she sawit caus- 
ing. She used to date the guy, and the 
friend who asked her got jealous eas- 
ily— not something you want to get 
into, 

If you’re being asked, just think 
about what the next day will be like— 
will sleeping with a friend and his/her 
significant other actually be OK? This 
shouldn’t bean excuse to geta peak at 
your friend’s boyfriend/girlfriend, no 
matter how hot he/she is. And more 
importantly, if your friend is the jeal- 
ous type, there is no way this is going 
to help. 

Finally, the question is—are you 


want a threesome © 


the jealous type? Ignore the next- 
day awkwardness, and think about 
whether you are cool with seeing 
your significant other with some- 
one else. Most guys are going, 
“Hmm, my girlfriend hooking-up 
with her best friend, great!” but it’s 
not always that nice. What if she 
looks like she’s having too good of a 
time? 

Or, more realistically, what ifit’s a 
MEM (male/female/male) or MMFF 
combination, are you ready to see her 
making contact with some other guy? 
Eye contact will only beasmall part of 
it. 

Ifyou re still game for some group 
play, here’s what I’ve learned over the 
years which might save you a couple 
of bloopers: 

1) Establish the parameters be- 
fore you begin the search for a third 
(or fourth, or fifth partner), Mean- 
ing, figure this out before you drunk- 
enly proposition someone. The rea- 
son for this is that no one likes being 
surprised. “Oops how did that slip 
in there” or “Oops, where did she 
come from?” are generally unwel- 
come gestures. 

2) The ball(s) is always in the girl’s 
court: treating the family jewels is 
something that could always use an 
extra pair ofhands but that’s not what 
this is about. For girls, if you’re not 
comfortable, say so, and leave— 
you re not proving anything by being 
there, 

3) Don’t point out that someone 
who’s straight and will be straight af- 
ter the experience, ishooking-up with 
someone of their own sex, Most 
people are bi-curious, and this is not 
the time to point fingers, or anything 
else, and out someone. Nothing kills 
anight more than someone else chal- 


lenging your sexuality while you're’ 


naked. 

4) Play a good host/hostess and 
payattention to everyone else’s needs 
as well. Think of it like all things 
sexual: the more you give the more 
you get—andwithoutacondom, you 
canget more than what you bargained 
for. 

_ Threesomes can be a lot of fun 
(hence the massive movie industry 
around them), but if you don’t 
multitask, it’s all good. There’s still 
the actual Eiffel Tower that you can 
ead iftha j 

if that sight inspires you, just 
remember, that bitthdey boy will al- 
ways be waiting for his present. 





to try it.” 

“It’s such an important initiative 
that we wanted to get the most people 
and groups to get involved.” 

According to sophomore brother 
Jerry George, Sigma Alpha Mu pro- 
vided the referees for the game. 

“We wanted to start setting a tone 
for our fraternity, doing more with 
community service,” George said. 
“Hopkins has been lacking in that 
respect, but I think it’s really impor- 
tant.” 

After recruiting 12 student teams 
to play in a week-long tournament, 
the Red Cross sent out an e-mail ask- 
ing for all “willing and able” profes- 
sors. 

“We didn’t realize that so many 
professors actually played basket- 
ball,” she said. “It turned out even 
better than I imagined it.” 

Friday evening at the Athletic Cen- 
ter, while the top two student teams 
competed in the finals fora chance to 
play in the tournament, the profes- 
sors were practicing on the other half 
of the gym. 

“We're not optimistic, but you 
never know,” said Barry Zirkin, a 
professor at the School of Public 
Health. “A couple of us play with 
these students in the gym and 
they’re very good. And I think one 
of the guys on our team hasn’t 
played since 1984.” 

Dan Naiman, the head of the ap- 
plied math department, took a more 
light-hearted tone about the game. 

“L used to play for the NBA in the 
60s, you know,” he said. “You do real- 
ize I’m kidding, right? 

“Really, I expect we'll have one or 
two cases of cardiacarrest,” headded. 

Naiman said that the professor 
team had practiced intensely online 
to prepare for the game. 

“We have this special strategy,” 
Naiman said. “We’re working out all 
our plays electronically. It’s one of 
thosewell-keptsecrets. Alotofpeople 
don’t know about it, but that’s how 
the professional teams doit. Youdon’t 
actually practice, you just e-mail. I 
guess during the game, we’re just go- 
ing to have to try to look like we know 
what we’re doing.” 

The game began at 8 p.m.; from 
the first moment, the crowd started 
cheering whenever the professors had 
the ball. The ‘score was very close 
throughout the match. 

A tense moment came when one 
of the professors lost a contact lens 
and had to get a substitute. 

With one minute left in the second 
half, the student team made a three- 
point shot to tie the score at 66. The 
students finally won on foul shots, 71 
to 69, because the professors quickly 
accumulated nine fouls at the end of 
the game. 

Mathur said the Red Cross hoped 
to organize a rematch in the fall. The 
event ended up raising over $1,200 
for the Measles Initiative. 

“Wereached so many people,” she 
said. “All of those who showed up to 
the game, or played, or helped us or- 
ganize it, all of those people got in- 
volved.” 

“T think it was the right out- 
come,” said Doug Sandhaus, a pro- 
fessor of business and internet law. 
“Our best moment was when we 
were winning at halftime. I’m glad 
we had them that close, and ’m 
going to do what I can to fail every 
one of them,” he said. 























JASON FARBER/NEWS-LETTER 


Junior Aida Vigil is one of about 40 ARs who give admissions interviews. 


ARs puta friendly 
face on admissions 


BY JESSICA BYLANDER 


| THE JOHNS Hopkins News-Letrer 


A panel of seven students sits on 
the stage at Shriver Hall, facing an 
auditorium packed with eager par- 
ents just dying to ask about cafeteria 
food or whether engineering students 
make friends. 

Fortunately, these students know 
exactly how to handle the sea of 
questions, ranging from the basic 
to the bizarre. For a student Admis- 
sions Representative (AR), running 
an info session or interviewing a 
prospective student is all in a day’s 
work. 

The Admissions Representative 
Program, a student group with about 
40 members, gives juniors and se- 
niors an opportunity to play a key 
role in the admissions process at 
Hopkins. 

“This is the most selective student 
group in the ad- 
missions Office,” 
said Amy Brokl,-~ 
assistant director 
of admissions 
and current su- 
pervisor of the 
program. 

Becoming an 
AR requires an 
application, a 





| think the idea is, who 
better to interview 
prospective students 
than students 


been interviewing and running the 
info sessions since Brokl’s own years 
at Hopkins, as a student Admissions 
Representative herself. 

The program has remained fairly 
consistent in its activities, but each 
group’s particular character varies 
from year to year. 

“Certain classes will be alittle more 
involved, a little more serious,” said 
Brokl. 

Last year, juniors Shelby 
Boxenbaum and Rebecca Shields 
were both drawn to the unique op- 
portunity and hope to continue in the 
fall. 

“T think the idea is, who better to 
interview prospective students than 
students themselves?” said Shields, a 
public health major. 

Boxenbaum, a double major in 
International Relations and His- 
tory, said she never found it hard to 
beso close in age to her interviewees. 

“If anything, 
it makes it easier 
_ to-answer-ques- 
tions about stu- 
dentlifeandaca- 
demics,” she 
said. 

Se heise: | dis. 
added, “It’s not 
that strange. 
They don’t seem 





recommenda- themselves? that close to me 
tion and of in age, even 
course, a willing- —JUNIOR REBECCA  thoughit’s nota 
ness to take on SHIELDS _ big difference.” 
tasks ranging As she ex- 


from on-campus 

interviews, staffing student panels at 
open houses and even doing general 
office work whenever an extra hand 
is needed. 

“This is a somewhat unique expe- 
rience,” Brokl said. “It really shows 
that we have faith in our students. 
They are our trusted ambassadors.” 

A number of campus activities are 
offered to prospective students, such 
as campus tours, open houses, over- 
night stays and the admissions inter- 
view. 

The whole idea of students inter- 
viewing students arose both from a 
need for additional bodies in the Ad- 
missions Office and for an outlook 
that differed from what the staffmem- 
bers could provide. Students have 


Jones Falls provides a 
city retreat for Bmore 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE B1 
women’s rugby games (as though you 
would visit for any other reason). The 
trail also connects with a path that 
leads from the tree-lined Falls to the 
taxi-strewn lots of Penn Station, 
which lets bikers who live in the area 
take a convenient ride to their morn- 
ing commuter trains. 

On the Saturday I visited, there 
was a kayaker in full wetsuit gear 
making his way down the Falls, which 
were moving at enough of a pace to 
make paddling optional. The Falls 
makes it way through the edges of 
North and East Baltimore, empties 
into the Inner Harbor and stays 
mostly secluded and shaded by old 
growth trees even when it passes 
through the busiest areas. 

While there is no guarantee that 
you won't find floating tires, candy 
wrappers and mannequins, and while 
some stretches of the river are prob- 
ably impassable thanks to tunnels or 
dams, long stretches of virgin water 


await the paddler who is willing to 


overlook outward appearance in fa- 
vor of a good ride. 

If Thoreau-esque reflection by 
your very own Walden Pond is your 
aim, there are a series of riverside 
docks along the Trail, including the 
James W. Rouse Memorial Deck 
which sits less than three minutes 
away from the administrative offices 
of the Whiting School of Engineer- 
ing. Which begs the question: why 
turn in that paper on warp vectors or 
multi-variable structural integrity 
when youcould make eyesat the part- 
ner of your choice while sitting river- 
side? ; 

After only a ten minute stroll down 


Sterling’s Crab & Oyster House 
Baltimore’s best artery-cloggin, 


29th Street (with perhaps a stop in 





character all its own; thanks t 







long-overdue respect. 
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digs, it just might be receiving some 


plained, the AR’s 
role is to meet with the student, who 
is thinking of or has already applied, 
asking and answering their questions 
in the space of just half an hour. 

“It’s like a typical interview,” she 
said. “Then we do a write up of our 
impressions, whether they would suc- 
ceed at Hopkins, and that gets added 
to the application file.” 

Although these optional and in- 
formal interviews don’t carry a great 
deal of weight in the actual decision 
process, Brokl explained, they give 
Hopkins a chance to get to know pro- 
spective students, who in turn get to 
ask the questions that most concern 
them. 

“As we always say, our interviews 
are more informative than evalua- 
tion,” Brokl said. “They’re an oppor- 
tunity for students to learn more 
about the University.” 

But even if the interview doesn’t 
affect a student’s chances of getting 
in, the AR gives vital feedback that 
contributes to the entire admissions 
process, 

“You rank on whether you see 
them as someone who'd do wellat the 
school,” said Shields. “It’scooltomeet 
someone and think ‘this person would 
be such a great match.” 

According to Shields, the training 
process involves observing two info 
sessions and three interviews, com- 
bined with additional training days 
and mock interviews with old repre- 
sentatives to help prepare the new 
group. Finally, they’re ready to have 
their first interviews observed and cri- 
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Students in the ogranization Cooking for Love gather around and cook food for the womenat My Sister’s Place. 


Cooking up a plan to help 


Organization creates different dishes to feed a local women’s shelter 


BY JESSICA YOUDIN 
[He JoHNs Hopkins News-Letrer 


Many people put a lot of love into 
cooking, but do they ever cook for 
love? A student group attached to the 
Center of Social Concern is an orga- 
nization known as “Cooking For 
Love.” A few years ago, a group of 
students from the Royce dormitory 
decided to get together and cook 
for My Sister’s Place, a women’s 
shelter for the homeless. The stu- 
dents would drive food over to the 
shelter each week and deliver it to 
the women. Eventually the Center 
for Social Concern decided Cook- 
ing for Love should be an official 
organization. 

According to the club’s president, 
Yoo Mee Shin, the club has.over 300 
members — well, at least 300 are on 
the email list. Overall, the club has 
about) 15-20, regular members who 
Meetsevery Friday in the basemento 
the Interfaith Center. They cook a 
variety of meals ranging from French 
to Indian food. They havea budget of 


$40 each week to cook for about 20- | 


30 people at the shelter. The cooking 
skills of the group vary. Some are very 
talented, says Shin, while others are 
just learning. The group usually hasa 
different person each week come in 
with a recipe to instruct the group on 
how to cook. 

The group raises money by sell- 
ing Papa John’s “mystery cards.” 
You can buy a card for 10 dollars 
which allows you to buy one pizza 
and get one free. 

They also havea bake sale at both 
Spring Fair and Fall Festival. No 
need to fear if you feel like you are 
missing out on the fun: you can al- 
ways join. 

“We are really flexible; there is 
no need to keep such a strict regiment. 
We're nice people,” says Shin. 

Aaron Tan has been coming on Fri- 
days regularly since last semester. He 
originally decided to join because he 
knew a few people involved and he 
knows how to cook what he calls “the 
basic stuff,” such as Chinese food, stir 
fry, rice, vegetables and meat. 

Recently, instead ofcooking,Tan has 
been delivering the meals in person to 
the women at My Sister’s Place. 

“It is quite nice to just talk to the 
ladies there and see the enjoyment they 
take from this,” says Tan. 

Sophomoresecretary Ron Benjamin 
helps cook and serve the food in addi- 
tion to organizing the different groups 
of students that come in each week. 

Some weeks there are other volun- 
teer organizationsthatworkwith Cook- 
ing for Love alongside fraternities and 
sororities. 

~ You can join in the cooking fun at 
any time as long as you schedule it. 
Contact Ron Benjamin at 
hopkinsc4l@yahoo.com. 

One major aspect of Cooking for 


Love is the cultural exchange enjoyed ° 


by both the Hopkins students and the 
women at the shelter. The women at 
My Sister’s Place get to learn about new 
foods and recipies, while Hopkins stu- 


rae 
y irst it can be intimidating 


because there are different women 
each week, and you do not know 
what to expect,” says Benjamin. 
Any qualms the students may feel 
en fi aching the women 
» as soon as they 
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food, a specialty of his, and he said 
the women loved it. They especially 
enjoyed the chicken schnitzel. 

As Benjamin shares his culture 
with the women, the shelter’s resi- 
dents share their own lifestyles, which 
sometimes revolve around a home 
that makes the dorms look nice. 

The main shelter building has a 
few rooms to sleep in, but you need to 
be buzzed into the section containing 
the beds. The shelter also has a 
kitchen, but it does not have the fa- 
cilities neccesary for the Hopkins stu- 
dents to cook there. 

Benjamin says that when they 
first arrive the women seem sad, 


veryone is always looking 
for an excuse to be lazy. 
The most recent example 
of this in the weight loss 
industry is the discovery 
of the “fat genes.” Experts claim that 
these genes are source of obesity in 
individuals who carry them. 
Personally, I believe these discov- 
eries will do more harm than good to 
those unmotivated few who happen 
to be overweight. 
However, there may be some sci- 





but when they see the food their 
faces brighten. 

“They always ask what the des- 
sert is and then what we study, what 
we do at school, etc.” 

The Cooking for Love group was 
recently profiled in the Johns 
Hopkins Magazine as one of the 25 
most prominent social welfare 
groups on campus. 

Fame or not, Cooking for Love 
will continue putting a smile on the 
faces of those who need it the most 
for some time to come. For more 
information, visit their website at 
http://www.jhu.edu/csc/ 
cooking _4_love.html. 


Finding the right size 
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t genes. esoabtigin 


leptin but much more needs to be 
known about this gene until it really 
becomes useful. 

Another potential “fat gene” that 
stimulates hunger hasrecently been dis- 
covered. This gene, called GAD2, was 
determined to bea cause of overeating 
and obesityamong many peopleworld- 
wide. A European team of scientists 
carried out the research on about 1,200 
people. The study showed that 
the gene acts by speeding up the pro- 
duction ofachemicalin the brain. When 

















entific good that comes that chemical, knownas 
out of all this. So, this GABA, interacts with 
week willbe dedicated | another molecule in the 
to reviewing the genes brain, peoplefeelacrav- 
that science claims to ing for food. 
be the cause of obesity. Theresearchers said 
One ofthenewly dis- that some people may 
covered gene codes is a haveamoreactiveform 
substance called of the gene and sug- 
“leptin,” referred to in gested that theoverload 
the literature as the “ob of GABA drives the per- 
gene.” Leptin helps to son to overeat and be- 
regulateappetiteandac- a Z _| come obese. fers 
tivity level. The study * Drs.Spiegelmanan 
indicates that the strain M ARCUS Heidi Camp from 


of mice that lack the 
leptin gene have insa- 
tiable appetites and be- 
come very obese (hence 
the “ob”). 

Unfortunately, stud- 
ies done on thousands 
of obese humans have 
found no people with 
particularly lowlevels of 
leptin. In fact, the genetic defect has 
been found in only two people. Thus, 
this “fat gene” has little promise for fat 
loss drugs or supplements. 

Thenext ofthegenes recently found, 
helps in controlling how the body pro- 
duces and uses fat: lipin. The gene’s 
researchers claim that this finding will 
provide a new target for therapies to 
control obesity, diabetes and other 
weight-related disorders. 

“Findings suggest that differences 
in lipin levels may play a roJe in why 
some peopleare more prone to weight 
gain than others who consume the 
same calories,” said principal inves- 
tigator Karen Reue, Ph.D., a profes- 
sor of medicine and human genetics 
at the David Geffen School of Medi- 
cineatUCLA, 

When fed a high-fat diet for six 
weeks, mice with elevated lipin in their 
fat or muscles showed double the 
amount of weight gain compared to 
normal mice. 

When theleveloflipin wasincreased 
in the muscle, the cells burned carbo- 
before 





than hit the gym. 
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Harvard and Pfizer, re- 
spectively, have deter- 
mined that the gene 
which encodes the 
PPARgammaproteinis 
responsible for fat cell 
development. These 
two research groups 
have discovered that 
PPARgamma is re- 
sponsible for the transition from pre- 
adipocyte to fat cell. 

A hyperactive form of this protein 
could lead to obesity. 

There have been many other genes 
located for obesity, but these mostly 
code for beta-adrenergic receptors. 

The body regulates energy by re- 
leasing chemicals to stimulate them. 
These receptors essentially act like a 
switch to burn fat. If the receptors are 
broken or deformed, the switch only 
partially turns on. A Native American 
tribe has been studied where the faulty 
gene has been found in abundance. 

Individuals with one faulty gene 
generally have base metabolic rates 
(BMR) about 50 calories lower than 
expected, while two faulty copies have 
an 80 calorie deficit, which results to 
about five pounds gained per year. 

If you find that you have a “fat 
gene” or two, let that be motivation to 
work a little harder than the average 
Joe. Fifty to 80 calories a day ishardly 
going to stop you from making 
progress if you’re training hard and 
watching your diet. If diagnosed 
with one of these genes you should 

tell science to bite 
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the big one and 
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ake some pride in your 
school No university is 
perfect. In the past five 
years, I have gone from 
being an optimistic fresh- 
man toa jaded and somewhat disillu- 
sioned graduate student who ready 
to finish his degree and move on. 
Hopkins was always my first choice, 
and if I had to go through college all 
over again, Hopkins would still be on 
my list of potential schools. Some 
students, though, see Hopkins as a 
“safety school”. Maybe it wasn’t your 
first choice, but you know what? Like 
it or not, warts andall, every Hopkins 
student reading this article attends 
one of the top universities in the 
world. It’s time that all the jaded 
students out there realize this. 
Learn the fight songs and the 
alma mater — yes, we have them 
If 100 Hopkins students were ran- 
domly polled and asked if they knew 
the words to either of the fight songs, 
I would bet that no more than 
5 could correctly sing either 


dation or incorporation between 
groups would better achieve the mis- 
sions of these organizations. 
C.V. should stand for College Vi- 
tality 
Furthermore, I’m genuinely curi- 
ousasto howmany clubs were started 


KEVIN 
TEN Ways TO 
IMPROVE JOHNS 
HOPKINS 


by pre-meds who were doing so in 
order to improve their med school ap- 
plication. As much as I want to believe 
that no one would be that egotistical, I 
know that it’s probably true. People 


Putting pride back in JHU 


as.a musical act, and comedy may have 
greater mass appeal than either rock or 
hip-hop. The Talib Kweli concert may 
very well sell out, but I won't be buying 

a ticket. 

Fix our identity crisis 
Johns Hopkinshas produced count- 
less successful alumni- Woodrow Wil- 
son, Michael Bloomberg, etc. So why is 
it that we have labs and classes in build- 
ingsnamed the New Engineering Build- 
ing and the New Chemistry Building? 
Why do several hundred freshmen live 
in Building A and Building B? These 
residence hall names sound less like 
dormitories and more like cell blocks, 
which is misleading, because they’re 
actually pretty nice facilities. Wilson 
and Bloomberg already have their 
names on buildings, but what about 
(Rachel) Carson Hall or (Frederick 
Jackson) Turner Hall? Maybe (Spiro) 
Agnew Halland ( Alger) Hiss Hallaren’t 
such great choices for building names, 
but any name would be better than the 
current generic monikers. 

Takethe edge offthe bricks 





song. Heck, I would bet that 
no more than 20 could actu- 
ally give the proper name of 
either song. (“Johnny 
Hopkins on to Victory” is 
played when the football or 
lacrosse team takes the field, 
and “To Win” is played after 
points are scored. If you’re 
curious about the lyrics, they 
are available on the Hopkins 








with some water 

Over thelastfew years, much 
has been made of the tens of 
thousands of bricks that 
transect the campus. The bricks 
area definite aestheticimprove- 
ment over the old concrete 
pathways, but when combined 
with the brick building archi- 
tecture, itcan be bitoverwhelm- 
ing. This is particularly evident 
in front of Levering, which is 








rather archaic, but it’s still a 
shame that they aren’t widely 


| known. 


While I’m on the subject of music, 
I feel obligated to mention the alma 
mater, the appropriately named Johns 
Hopkins University Ode. The JHU 
Wind Ensemble plays the Ode at the 
beginning of every concert, but I’ve 
never heard it played or sung at any 
other university function — it’s even 
absent from the undergraduate com- 
mencement. President Brody, if 
you're reading this, please take the 
necessary action to include the Ode 
in this year’s commencement cer- 
emonies. Doing so will instill pride in 
the attending students and alumni 
and give a badly needed sense of tra-_ 


Student “organizations: “qualit ' 
vs. quantity 

We've been too chicken to admit it, 
butlet’s face it; there are too many clubs 
and organizations supported by the 
JHU administration. The abundance 
of clubs dilutes the potential member- 
ship of every other organization and 
reduces the amount ofmoney available 
per group. Yet the university feels the 
need to suggest and even encourage us 
to start our own clubs if we can’t find 
one that we like. 

Rather than cutting a little funding 
from all groups (except for a precious 
few who received 100% of their re- 
quested budget), Hopkins should be 
cutting all funding from a few groups 
that can survive on the time, talent and 
treasure of their members. Making the 
group registration process more in- 
volved or imposing a minimum mem- 
bership requirement for university 
fundingwould make forstronger, more 
durable student organizations. This 
action could goalong way toward ame- 
liorating the budget crisis in the SAC, 
andincorporating thetalents ofthenon- 
funded groups would strengthen those 
that did receive support. 

Jacks ofall trades... andI meanall 

Continuing in the vein of quality 
over quantity — and it may be social 
sacrilege to say this — organizational 
diversity may be overrated. How 
many a capella groups do we actually 
need (we have eight)? How many — 
dance-related groups do we actually 
need (we have five)? For crying out 
loud, how many literary magazines 
does one university need (we have at 
least four)? There are many organi- 
zations dedicated to volunteering and 
community service, but do they re- 
ally need to be recognized by the uni- 
versity? The list of groups with over- 
lapping missions could go on — but 
they still exist, unnecessarily consum- 
ing human and financial resources 
that could be applied to other organi- 
zations and facets of the university. 

End voluntary segregation 

Similarly, there are over a dozen 
university-sponsored groups called 
the (insert ethnicity here) Students 
Association or something similar. 
The intention of many of these groups 
is to make foreign students feel like a 
part of the university, but all they do 
is create a segregated campus where 
the Pakistanis and the Koreans and 
the Filipinos associate less with other 
cultures and more with their own. 
Hopkins prides itself on ethnic and 
religious diversity, and while some 
cultural events really do ip ie 
campus together (e.g. Diwali), this is 
the tion rather than the rule. 
Understand 

rese groups should be disbanded 


_ rapper named. 


that I don’t believe that — 


like this are misguided — if you see 
your college experienceas merely away, 
to boost your resume, you seriously 
need to rethink your priorities. College 
is way more than a stepping-stone to 
Harvard Med, and not enough people 
at this school realize this. 

Majority rules with minority 
rights 

I'ma pretty average white guy from 
the Midwest, which means my expo- 
sure to rap and hip-hop is pretty much 
limited to what gets played on the top- 
40 radio stations. Living on the East 
Coast for five years hasn’t made melike 
this music any more, so when I heard 
that this year’s Spring Fair act was a 
‘alib Kweli whomstiahe 
never heard of, I was less than im- 
pressed. I understand that the Spring 
Fair Committee is constrained by bud- 
get, but a more mainstream rock act 
would be a more attractive option to 
students who didn’trespondtothemid- 
December survey. Didn’t we learn any- 
thing from the underwhelming turn- 
out at the Blackalicious/Pharcyde 
concert in 2003? 

And why are rock and hip-hop the 
only two options for such a concert? 
Shriver Hall was about 2/3 full for Dan 
Ahdoot’s standup comedyshowin Feb- 
ruary, and the crowd for Ant’s perfor- 
mance during Spring Fair will probably 
belarge as well. A bigger name in com- 
edy would generate just as much buzz 


$463... 


Price is roundtrip airfare, Must}. { 


the site ofa very high brick con- 
centration. Whynotputa foun- 
tainin the middle of that patio?Itwould 
make a fantastic landmark for campus 
tours, it would give the campus some 
artistic flair, and it would bea great way 
to cool offona hot day. We could even 
start a tradition where students run 
through the fountain to celebrate the 
end ofthe school year. We already have 
one fountain near the Mattin Center, 
but the most fun anybody ever has with 
thatis putting abraon thestatue. Come 
on, people, fill it with Jell-O or some- 
thing! 

Lighten up a little bit 

If nothing else, relax. Education is 
the primary mission of Johns Hopkins, 
as it should be. This does not mean, 


spent in class or serious study ark 


Twain is famously quoted as saying “I 
never let my schooling interfere with 
my education,” and he’s right. Too of- 
ten, any attempts by students tolighten 
the somber mood are struck down by 
others who can’t take 5 minutes out of 
their studies to watch an air guitar jam 
on the upper quad or listen to Christ- 
mas carols on the steps of McCoy dur- 
ing finals. Go out and watch a squirrel 
for a little; you'll feel a lot better and 
learn about rodents at the same time. 
It’s a win-win situation. 

Ifyou’re interested in writing an edi- 
tion of “10 Ways to Improve Johns 
Hopkins, send an email to 
features@jhunewsletter.com. 





Apri 21, 2005 


THE JOHNS Hopkins News-Letter 


B5 





FEATURES 





Ring in the spring in style Walk-on lacrosse players are 
Hopkins very own Rudy story 


pringisin the air. The cherry 

blossoms are in full bloom, 

the grass is suddenly lush 

and green, the birds chirp 

cheerfully outside our win- 
dows and daylight blissfully extends 
to the evening hours. 

Such a heavenly hiatus from the 
previous months ofarctic chillis cause 
for celebration, and celebrate we do! 
Spring is the season where parties and 
events abound, as people experience 
a reinvigorated appreciation for life. 

Besides garden and patio parties, 
picnics, fairs and outdoor evening 
soirees, the months between April 
and Augustare filled with graduation 
parties, class reunions, bridal show- 
ers, and the a whole slew of 
celebratory occasions. Whileall these 
fetes are cause for excitement, they 
do propose the fateful dilemma one 
encounters every year around this 
time: what to wear for each affair. 

As may be expected, what’s ap- 
propriate attire for an afternoon gar- 
den party is a ghastly match for the 
graduation dinner. To ease your angst 
and keep the serenity of spring in 
full-force, here’s a guide to creating 
the perfect outfit for every occasion 
onemightencounter this spring. And, 
of course, which pairings will make 
sure you re the life of the springtime 
party! 

Let’s begin with the formal affairs 
of spring. For the college or high 
school graduation, it’s important to 
look sophisticated and dress respect- 
fully. Save the low-cut tops, lace, blue 
jeans, and tennis shoes for the streets! 
Graduation ceremonies and parties 
call for clean-cut, simple looks. La- 
dies might opt for a floral-print sun 
dress with strappy sandals anda clas- 
sic clutch, while gentlemen should 
don either a traditional suit or blazer 
and khakis. Also be mindful that your 
outfit does not upstage the graduate. 
Remember, youre a tribute-paying 
guest, not the main attraction. 

For the springtime wedding, you'll 
also want to keep it formal and so- 
phisticated. Remember, the guests at 
weddings range from adolescent 
brothers to Maand Pop to Great Aunt 
Gertrude. Mind your manners and 
choose conservative clothing appro- 
priate for all age groups. Options in- 
clude clegant..sundresses and 
pantsuits for the ladies, and strictly 





Call Today! 


suits or tuxes for the guys. Whatever 
you choose, never, ever, sport some- 
thing so eye-catching that your attire 
sparks more buzz than the bride and 
groom themselves. 

As for a fancy black-tie gala, the 
men are pretty much locked-in to 
what tradition deems acceptable at- 
tire: tuxedo or suit. The ladies, how- 
ever, have a bit more leeway. While 
the ensemble should bea dress—pref- 
erably long—it need not be basic 
black or white, as many women be- 
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lieve. In fact, dresses and gowns can 
be of any color, from radiant hues to 
earth-tones. 

The main criterion for choosing a 
formal evening dress is material. 
Gowns should not be overly cluttered 
by floral prints or geometric shapes. 
Rather, a perfect gown will be one 
made ofan elegant fabric, like taffeta, 
or a satin creation embossed with 
Swarovsky crystals. Streamlined hems 
that gracefully flow across curves are 
always flattering for formal fetes. 
Whatever is opted for should be bla- 
tantly formal and flanked by sensual 
heels and a clutch handbag. 

For more casual festivities, your 
clothing options are open to broader 
interpretations. If headed to a back- 
yard barbecue, one might choose any- 
thing from slouchy jeans and a tee- 
shirt to fitted trousers and a dressy 
blouse, or button-down shirt for the 
fellas. The chosen ensemble for each 
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affair depends upon personal prefer- 
ence, temperature and the other 
guests. 

Just one caveat exists: where there’s 
barbecue, there’s potential for some 
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major mess. Therefore, save those | 


whites for nights when greasy ribs 
and ketchup-covered hot dogs aren’t 
on the menu. 

For that late-afternoon Memorial 


Day cocktail party, casual elegance | 


shouldbethe outfit scheme. This means 


pairing fitted white capri pants with a | 


sexy peasant blouse (call upon design- 
ers like Chloe and Walter for inspira- 


tion), and a pair of eye-catching jew- | 


eled sandals, Since this particular 
springy affair begins nearer to dusk, 
make sure to bring a cover-up for the 
evening—a blazer or cardigan for guys, 
or light cashmere shawl for the ladies. 
Ifthe cocktail party involvesa pool, 
and you’re body-beautiful enough to 
let it all hang out, ladies should do it 
up, emulating over-the-top glamour 
goddesses like Mariah Carey and J. 
Lo, opting for “pool-side chic.” This 
means a skimpy bikini or one-piece 
cutout suit—think Valentino, Dior, 
or Versace—with sky-high stilettos 
and a transparent wrap. Oh so sexy, 
in that “look-at-me” kind of way. 
As for the mid-afternoon garden 
party, keep it elegant—as if you were 
headed to afternoon tea. Mostappro- 
priate would be a head-to-toe white 


look—pantsuit, skirt or dress— | 


simple jewelry, and a straw or wicker 
tote. Essential to the outdoor garden 


party look is a stylish pair of shades. | 


Invest in one of this season’s gargan- 
tuan aviators or transparent lenses 
with thick white frames. 

Finally, for an afternoon picnic or 
school function, ultra-casual is the 
way to go. Keep in mind that school- 
held events and picnics often involve 
outdoor games and activities, not to 
mention grass-based seating—both 
enemies of fine clothing. Thus, sport 
something comfortable and dirt- 
friendly, like Nantucket red capris, a 
simple tank-top or blouse and a pair 
of comfy flats. 

With an array of style choices for 
any upcoming celebration, your only 
worry lies in finding the time to at- 
tend them all! So take a cleansing 
breath of that lilac-laden air, slip into 
a chic look and party hearty in the 
warmth and splendor. 
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Every September, as the academic 
calendar begins, a few brave souls 
| make their way to Homewood Field 
| to attempt the seemingly impossible: 
to make the men’s lacrosse team as a 
walk-on. 

The dream of these unrecruited, 
non-scholarship players is to bea part 
of the greatest lacrosse tradition in 
the country and to contribute what- 
ever they can toward the goal of a 
national championship. 

For three current Blue Jays, their 
perseverance paid off and their 
| dreams were fulfilled. 

Senior James Maimone-Medwick, 
sophomore Kyle Miller, and fresh- 
man Val Washington have all gotten 
their names on the roster only after 
getting into Hopkins and proving 
themselves to their coaches and fel- 
low players on the field. 

Listed at 5°8” and 165 lbs., 
Maimone-Medwickis considerably 
smaller than nearly every one of his 
teammates. Growing up in Long Is- 
land, he used to hear lacrosse sto- 
ries from his uncle, Bob Maimone, 
who graduated from Hopkins in 
1977 and was a legendary face-off 
specialist. He was also a member of 
the 1974 NCAA championship- 
winning team. 

“He gave me a lacrosse stick for 
one of my birthdays and made me 
want to play here growing up,” said 
Maimone-Medwick. 

Washington knew he was going to 
try out for the lacrosse team as soon 
as he was accepted into Hopkins. 
Hailing from Bloomfield, Mich., he 
played lacrosse for Cranbrook High 
School alongside fellow walk-on 
Miller. 

“T went in with an open mind 
and I figured there’s nothing to be 
afraid of. If get cut, I get cut, and if 
I make it, I make it,” said Washing- 
ton. 

As the days went by on the prac- 
tice field, Washington’s confidence 
began to build. 

“Every day they didn’t cut me was 
another good day,” he said, 





After making the team, Wash- 
ington feels that he and the other 
walk-ons have been treated as 
equals. 

“The team as a whole has ac- 
cepted me like a brother, and the 
same goes for James and Kyle,” said 
Washington. “The ‘walk-on’ title is 
only there while you’re trying out, 


| always felt attached 
to the Rudy story. I'm 
not that tall, I'm not 
that big, and I've 
always felt a strong 
attachment to the 


underdog. 


—SENIOR JAMES 
MAIMONE-MEDWICK 





but then you’re made a full part of 
the team.” 

Maimone-Medwick was a backup 
goalie at Manhasset High School, one 
of the best teams in the state. When 
he arrived on campus, he heard that 
the lacrosse team was only carrying 
two goalies and probably would need 
at least one more to round out the 
team. 

“When I came here and I saw they 
were looking fora goalie, that was my 
opportunity,” he said. 

Maimone-Medwick and another 
walk-on battled for the spot, which 
Maimone-Medwick eventually lost. 
Needless to say, he wasn’ttoo pleased. 

“T felt like I had ruined a good 
situation, and I was pretty upset with 
myself for a while,” he said. 

But he would get a second chance. 
During his sophomore year, when the 
team had no need for goalies, 
Maimone-Medwick continued play- 
ing for the club lacrosse team, while 
also serving as its president. Then, 


_ during his junior year, the team once 


again founditselfshorta goalie. Upon 
returning from a fall semester study- 
ing in Florence, Maimone-Medwick 
vowed to get himself into shape and 
make one last run at the team. 

After showing up at practice be- 
ginning in January and playing hard 
for the next two weeks, he finally 
achieved the goal he had set for him- 
self. One day after practice, head 
coach Dave Pietramala quietly an- 
nounced thatanew member had been 





added to the team. 

“It feltamazing, my lifelong dream 
had actually come true,” said 
Maimone-Medwick. “I thought | 
would never have another shot, but it 
turns out, luckily, that I did.” He cur- 
rently wears the number 26 on his 
jersey, twice his high school number, 
13. 

Maimone-Medwick has only 
played twice in his career, at the end 
of games against Albany, both this 
year and last. But those are moments 
he will never forget. 

In the first game of his career last 
spring, Pietramala put him in with 
less than two minutes in the game 
and victory already assured. In that 
brief time he faced one shot which he 
justcouldn’tgethis stickon and ended 
up in asa goal. Still, he was pleasantly 
surprised at getting the opportunity 
to play. 

“I didnot know I was going to play 
before the game,” he said. “Coach 
told me to get ready two seconds be- 
fore I went in.” — 


If there seem to be any similarities 
to the movie Rudy, you wouldn’t be 
too far off. 

“I always felt attached to the Rudy 
story,” says Maimone-Medwick. “I’m 
not that tall, I’m not that big, and I’ve 
always felt a strong attachment to the 
underdog.” 

Washington has also seen only 
brief playing time. But that doesn’t 
diminish the experience for him at 
all. 

“Everybody hasarole on the team, 
and no matter what that roleis, it still 
contributes to-the team. If one suc- 
ceeds, we all succeed and if one fails, 
we all fail,” he said. 

Though Rudy Ruettiger was on 
the field for only one play his whole 
career, he will forever be remem- 
beredasa hero of Notre Dame foot- 
ball. While Maimone-Medwick, 
Washington and Miller may receive 
less publicity and attention, their 
accomplishments are just as note- 
worthy, proving that determination 
and hard work can go a long way. 
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KEVIN CLARK/NEWS-LETTER 


Though the storefront is unassuming, Jamdunn cooks an amazing goat. 


Getting your goat on 


Two eateries that offer something different 


love goat. I know youre all 

very surprised that I like eating 

an unusual animal. That’s 

so unlike me. It’s so good. The 

goat curry at Jamdunn is ri- 

diculously tender and juicy, with in- 

credibly flavored bits of fat sticking 

to the chunks of goat, which have 

been liberally cut up into bits, includ- 

ing the bones, 
so be careful. 

It's a gamey 
meat, and it 
matches very 
well with the 
brown curry 
sauce. The 
sauce itselfis kind ofmild— it doesn’t 
really have a lot of spice to it — but 
it’s got that curry flavor. 

The best part of the sauce, though, 
is that there’sa lot of gelatin going on. 
The connective tissue of the goat con- 
tains collagen, which turns into gela- 
tin in the heat, and gives you an in- 
credible mouth feel. I’ve only had it 
once and I already crave it beyond 
what’s usually reasonable with some- 
thing like that. 

I love goat, really. It’s my new 
favorite meat. I’m heading down to 
the halal meat market east of 
Homewood and seeing what I can 
scare up in terms of recently killed 
animals. 

This restaurant used to be a Chi- 
nese restaurant, and will never seat 
you. They are a takeout only place, 
and it was a fluke that when I went 
in the inside door was open. Usu- 
ally you have to pay, order, and be 
served through the little plastic 
opening. 

Even though it was the middle ofa 
hot day when I went in there, I was 
told to go around to the little window 
instead of just talking over the bar 
inside. It’s a little weird, and the wait 
for the food is very long. 

After that you have to find some- 
place to sit down and eat it. But even 
for all of that, it’s really good. I love 
goat. 

In the interests of journalism, | 
stuff myself weekly, In addition to 
the goat, I had three side dishes: 
string beans, plantains, and rice and 
beans. The string beans were cut in 
small bits and perfectly steamed, 
They were fresh and bright green — 
good stuff. : 

The rice and beans were good and 
the flavor worked well with the last 
bits of goat curry sauce that were left 
after I ate the goat and sucked the 





KEVIN ©). 
Foop FOR THOUGHT 


sinew from the bones. 

The plantains are the most in- 
herently Jamaican side dish of the 
three. At the Caribbean Kitchen on 
Calvert the fried plantains are hot 
and sweet, with just a hint of ba- 
nana. At Jamdunn they’re luke- 
warm, kind of floppy instead of ten- 
der and less flavorful. 

A plantain is a 
big, starchy, less 
sugary banana. If 
you try to eat it raw, 
you'll think that the 
fruit you just peeled 
turned into a potato 
on its way to your 
mouth. I’vealways thought that sweet 
potato was a better descriptor for 
plantains than for actual sweet pota- 
toes. When peopleaskmewhataplan- 
tainis, I tell them thatit’s a sweetened 
potato that accidentally got turned 
into a banana. 

Plantains are awesome, and 
Americans don’t eat enough of 
them. Sadly, Caribbean Kitchen 
makes better ones than Jamdunn 
does. 

This restaurant is very blue collar. 
The dessertselection consists of sweet 
potato pudding and bread pudding, 
at two dollars each. Oreos, Cheez-its, 
Ritz crackers, Chips Ahoy and Cheese 
Nips appear on the menu as snacks. 
There is a beer section on the menu 
that has three low-cost lagers on it: 
Hurricane, King Cobra and Bud Ice. 

Don’t let low class dissuade you, 
the curry is amazing. I’m going back 
for the jerk chicken (dark meat 
please), the brown fish stew and the 
curry shrimp. And the oxtail. 

You can’t get stuff this real any- 
where else in Baltimore. When is 
the last time you saw oxtail on a 
menu? For adventurous eaters, go 
for the goat, stay for the cocoa bread. 
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Look out below: see Death from Above 1979 Improv _ 


BY LIZ ELDRIDGE 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-Letter 


Two Toronto boys with cute hair 
have forgone the guitar to bring you 
hard, fast drums, sexy bass lines and 
wailing vocals. They relumped into the 
group ofimpressive bands coming from 
up north, such as the Arcade Fire, and 
controller.controller, with whom they 
are now touring. Jesse Keeler (bass, vo- 
cals) and Sebastian Grainger (drums, 
vocals) — the guys behind Death From 
Above 1979—arealso often compared 
to that other drums-and-bass-only 
band, Lightning Bolt, and it’s true that 
both bands are a shining example of 
every indie rock darling’s favorite new 
genre: noise punk. 

Of course, new isa relative term, 
but along with previously estab- 
lished bands like Wolf Eyes, Blood 
Brothers and the Locust, noise 
bands are getting signed to bigger 
labels (ranging from Sub Pop to 
Atlantic) and releasing successful 
albums. The thing is, along with the 
aforementioned bands, DFA1979 
are more than just a couple of guys 
trying to bridge the gap between 

Fugazi and Sonic Youth. DFA1979 
is two talented, slightly eccentric 
young musicians and together they 
are one of the greatest live acts 
around these days. Impressively, 
they've managed to translate the ter- 
ror, the sex, the love and the fury of 
their shows to their bright pink al- 
bum: You’re A Woman, I’m A Ma- 
chine, released in October 2004 on 
Vice/Atlantic Records. 

Are they derivative? Probably. Are 
they sometimes repetitive? Well, yes. 
But, this is effective music — itis evoca- 
tive, emotional, ear-shattering, and 
other adjectives starting with the letter 
‘E.’ You’re A Woman, I'm A Machine 
features tracks that are alternately 
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Death from Above 1979 bring two-man bass-heavy sludge rock to the Ottobar on April 27th, plus cowbell. 


danceable (“You're A Woman, I’m A 
Machine”), witty (“Pull Out, Sexy Re- 
sults”), socially conscious (“Black His- 
tory Month”), but always well-crafted 
and impossible to ignore. 

I had the chance to embarrass 
myself by asking Sebastian Grainger 
a few ridiculous questions: 

News-Letter: What is the best live 
showyou ve ever seen? Where? Why? 
How!? 

Sebastian Grainger: The first time 
I saw a band called Tricky Woo from 
Montreal in Canada. The reason I 
love them is because their live show 
sort of made up for three decades of 
rock music I had missed, being born 
when I was — it was like I was seeing 


The Who and Led Zeppelin. The first 
time I saw them was the best show I'd 
seen in my life. And the first time I 
saw The Dears play, which is another 
band from Montreal, it was at a bar in 
Toronto with, like, 20 other people. It 
was really desperate and that’s what I 
liked about it. 

N-L: What was the first album that 
you went out and bought? 

SG: That’s really hard, because 
when you're young the lines are 
blurred between what you own and 
what your siblings own and what your 
parents own. I'd like to say it’s some- 
thing really cool, but I don’t know if 
that’s true. This is shameless because 
I don’t have any “guilty pleasures” 


but I think it was Cats by Andrew 
Lloyd Weber. I used to conduct it in 
my living room. As a young adult I 
got really into Jesus Christ Superstar, 
and I don’t think that was a coinci- 
dence. 

N-L: What’s the worst band name 
you can think of? 

SG: White Power. When we were 
considering changing our name 
[DFA1979 used to be DFA, and got 
sued by the New York production of 
the same name] we thought of chang- 
ing it to White Lightning, but that 
sounded too racial. [Laughs.] And 
we re gonna justrip off Lightning Bolt 
on our next album. Actually, the next 
album is just gonna be rip offs of 





other two-piece bands. Yeah...being 
a two-piece band. We think about it 
all the time. We’re really obsessed 
with it and we talk about it all the 
time. Every day. 

N-L: Are you planning to do some 
more recording anytime soon? 

SG: Jesse and Al, the guys we record 
with, are in the process of building a 
commercial recording studio in 
Toronto. We're gonna be the inaugu- 
ral band. We'll start recording and 
writing in June. We haven't really 
been writing, just having conversa- 
tions and stuff — nothing too pro- 
ductive. There’s nothing creative 
about what we’re doing right now. 
Musicis supposed to be creative. Well, 
a lot of people have no problem with 
doing things over and over again, but 
we re not into that. 

N-L: A lot of people reading this 


may have just heard of you. Why | 


should you be their new favorite 
band? 


SG: We shouldn’t be. Having a | 


favorite band sucks. No, that’s not 
true. It’s fine for children, and I guess 


a lot of children like us. We’re a real | 


cool underground band and listen- 
ing to us will make other people like 
you. And it'll make your parents like 
you more too — we are in a lot of 
major publications such as Time and 
Playboy. So, it’s something that your 
parents will appreciate on an intellec- 
tual level. 


So, that’s DFA 1979. You should | 


go to one of their shows because, well, 
every once anda while they break out 
the cowbell. And we couldall use more 
cowbell. 

DFA1979is playing the Ottobar on 
April 27. For tickets visit 
www.theottobar.com and for more 
info, check out their MySpace page at 
http://www.myspace.com/ 
deathfromabove1979. 


Collection of Hopkins fiction, Wilbur poems hit the press 
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John T. Irwin (right) and Jean McGarry, both Hopkins professors, co-edited So the Story Goes for JHU Press. 





John T. Irwin and Jean 
McGarry, editors 

So the Story Goes 
Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity Press 

304 pages 

May 13,2005 


BY ROBBIE WHELAN 
Tue Jouns Hopkins News-Letrer 


It’saworld that only Writing Sems 
majors knowabout, mostly. It’s prob- 
ably the coolest academic scene on 
campus, with the horn-rimmed pro- 
fessors in tweeds and colorful cami- 
soles reading from their latest collec- 
tions of short fiction or narrative 
poetry. Then afterwards, they all 
gather in the lobby of Mudd Hall and 
wine and cocktails and nibble 
fancy cheeses while they compliment 
each other and give out autographs. | 
bet some of them even do drugs— 
drugs I’ve never heard of, with mind- 
warping chemicals that produce light- 
ning bolts of creativity from ‘hei 
ink-stained fingernails and vintage 

It’s the Hopkins literary scene, 

__ which began with the 1947 founding 
of the Writing Seminars department, 
and was revitalized in 1977 by the 
coming of scholar John T. Irwin, who 


oa eneeetmmeiomelll en nop 
or - 


now teaches classes about modernist 
poetry, fiction, and detective stories 
here at Hopkins. Irwin, along with 
Writing Sems chair Jean McGarry 
have co-edited So the Story Goes, a 
new collection of short stories to be 
published next month by the JHU 
Press. 

The book is printed on the 25" 
anniversary of the Johns Hopkins 
Short Fiction Series, a joint venture 
by the Writing Seminars and the JHU 
Press to revive the short story genre 
by publishing as many worthy au- 
thors as possible. Many of the writers 
in this collection have backgrounds 
in academia, others are career artists, 
and almost all of them compelling 
storytellers. The collection as awhole, 
save a few weak choices of submis- 
sions, coheres as a strong exposition 
of reserved, often self-referential, aca- 
demic-style fiction. 

Steven Dixon, another Writing 
Seminars professor, contributed the 
most poignant piece in the book. 
“Time to Go,” starts with the narrator 
describing his trip to the jewelry store 
to buy his fiancé a jade necklace. The 
narrator’s dead father is with him in 
line, at the counter and afterwards, ad- 
vising him to bargain down the price, to 
buy a certain jewel and to gripe about 
manipulative sales tactics. In between 
the narrative, the father talks to himself 
(or to the readet not clear): “My 
son...Nothing like me. Never learned 
anything | ever taught him and triedas 
hard as I could.” 

The narrator’s father follows his 
son through a mugging on the streets 
of New York, the purchase of a wed- 
dingbandanda marriagelicense, and 


ameeting witha rabbi, appearing and 
disappearing at key moments and 
offering disapproving parental com- 
mentary all the while. The final scene 
is the wedding ceremony in the 
narrator’s apartment. The narrator 
becomes emotional, starts to cry, 
starts kissing all the guests and, in the 
final moments, has a touching recon- 
ciliation with his father, who then dis- 
appearsintothinair. | 

The two other Hopkins submis- 
sions, from McGarry and Tristan 
Davies, are much weaker. McGarry’s 
“The Last Time” is a playful but un- 
substantial fantasy of life with 
Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas in 
Jazz Age Paris. In it, she is a faceless 
cohort of the two women, somewhat 
inlovewith Alice, who ends up couch- 
surfing with the Parisian literati, in- 
cluding Ezra Pound, Hemingway, and 
T.S. Eliot. It is cute, but the point of 
the story is unclear. Is McGarry mak- 
ing any sort of comment on the his- 
torical figures she writes on or their 
work, or is this piece just a dalliance? 

Davies’ “Counterfactuals,” from 
his collection Cake, is a very poor 
selection. Curtis, the disgruntled lover 
of Charlotte, crouches in front of the 
bathtub with a squeeze bottle full of 
ammonia and lemon, inhaling the 
fumes and making up his mind to 
leave her. He imagines the trajectory 
of his life—the various scenarios that 
couldcome about, the various women 
he might love down the line, The 
whole thing is like a certain crappy 
Gwyneth Paltrow movie I seem to 
remember froma few years back, end- 
ing with the line, “What if? he asks 
himself.” ’ 


* 


From Guy Davenport’s 1979 col- 
lection Da Vinci’s Bicycle—the first 
collection to be published by the se- 
ries—we get “A Field of Snow on the 
Slope of the Rosenberg,” a rambling, 
Wodehouse-style, dandy description 
of a balloon ride over Switzerland, 
toldin shifting perspectives by a hap- 
less butler. Davenport’s story is a 
tough read, and morea cerebral exer- 
cise in literary experimentalism than 
a conventional narrative. “The bal- 
loon, O gorgeous memory, was as 
gaily painted asa Greek krater,” writes 
Davenport. 

The strongest story in the collec- 
tion was Steve Barthleme’s “Zorro,” 
the story of a young man named 
Bobby who is forced to choose be- 
tween caring for his widowed, alco- 
holic mother and having a life with 
his girlfriend Maria. Each weekend 
he makes the long drive between Aus- 
tin and Houston to sit with his mother, 
listen to her disapproval of his life, 
and deal with her listening in on his 
phone calls with Maria. 

Barthelme’s voice is distinctly 
male, and through brilliant, crisp dia- 
logue his character wins us over. At 
one point, during a fight with Maria, 
he stops—“I sit down. I think, 
Something’s surely wrong because 
I’ve gotten myself into one of those 
arguments where the woman is right. 
This should never happen.” 

Perhaps I’ma sucker for the rebel- 
lious, but for my money the best pieces 
in So the Story Goes are the ones that 
don’tsmack of college classrooms and 
subtle literary tricks. It’s fun to go 
through academic excursions for a 
few hundred pages, but the excep- 
tions to the rule are the most welcome 
breaths of fresh air. What Irwin and 
McGarry have put together here is 
something of a good mix between 
literate writing that is not too stuffy, 
aired out every nowand then bysome 
fiction with a refreshing punch. 


Richard Wilbur 


Collected Poems 1943-— 


2004 

Harcourt 

608 pages 
December 6, 2004 


BY KATHERINE BREWER 
Tue Jouns Hopkins News-Letrer 


Did Richard Wilbur cursed un- 
der his breath when little known 
Austrian playwright Elfriede Jelinek 
won the Nobel prize for literature 
this year? After four decades, two 
Pulitzer prizes, a National Book 
award, and a term as poet laureate, 


Wilbur is perhaps the most success- 
ful and well-known poet of the 20th 
century to never have won the 
Nobel. 

Although Wilbur’s Collected Po- 
ems show tremendous skill and 
unique talent, his pieces lack the 
uniformed vision of Nobel laure- 
ates such as Seamus Heaney, T.S. 
Eliot, or W.B. Yeats—or even, for 
that matter, contemporary poets 
like Louise Gluck. 

Wilbur is a master of poetic 
forms; no one disputes this. Often 
compared to Frost, Wilbur can be 
praised if only for how effortless he 
makes rhythm and rhyme seem. 
When it comes to content, Wilbur’s 
best poems are slow-moving and 
usually set in spring or summer 
(“June Light,” “Sunlight is Imagi- 
nation”). Wilbur makes very little 
of the winter world and finds so 
much of his inspiration in sun- 
soaked days. 

In his more recent work, such as 
“Green” and “Asides”, Wilbur does 
confront autumn and winter more 
directly, but he cannot seem to get 
rid of the elements of sunlight and 
spring. Always more of an optimist 
than his counterparts, now and in 
the 1950s, Wilbur can’t help but be 
inspired by the energy of the living 
months. 

But some of Wilbur’s poems are 
off. The simile in “A Simile for her 
Smile” doesn’t work: “Your smil- 
ing, or the hope, the thought of it, / 
Makes in my mind such pause and 
abrupt ease / As when you highway 
bridgegates fall.” A lover’s smile re- 
minds the narrator of waiting at a 
drawbridge? These types of meta- 
phors are not just uninspiring, but 
actually irksome. And although at 
his best Wilbur writes poems like 
“Advice to a Prophet,”—with its 
perfect form and deceptive simplic- 
ity of language that combine into a 
subtle gem of poetry—some of the 
poems written over the cqurse of 
his career seem offhanded. Like Billy 
Collins, another prominent figure 
in contemporary poetry and once- 
National Poet Laureate, Wilbur 
might have succumbed to the pres- 
sure to constantly produce, even 
when his creative well was dry, 

His translations sometimes take 
a little too much freedom, in bias- 
ing rhythm over meaning, but that 
is up to the reader’s preference, 
Some of these poems he calls “trans- 
formations” which are very loose 
interpretations of poems in other 
languages. This is interesting, but 
Robert Lowell did it decades ago 
and Wilbur adds little to the genre. 

The book ends with Wilbur's “Po- 
ems for Children,” which includes 
illustrations and poems entitled “The 
Disappearing Alphabet,” (“If the al- 
phabet began to disappear, / some 


Group low 
on laugh- 


o-meter 


BY DAVID KRAUS 
Tue Jouns Hopkins News-Letter 


The words “Baltimore improv” 
bring to mind, for the average citizen, 
certain expectations—laughs, maybe 
half-decent facilities, among others, 
One of those expectations is drinks, 
| which any comedy club is bound to 
| offer. This is because people who 

drink are generally happier, and hap- 
pier people laugh more. Moreover, 


| comedy shows are usually not pre- 


| 
| 





sented in churches, because churches 
are not funny places. Lastly, one 


| would expect funny things to hap- 


pen. A comedy show is commonly 
funny, or if not funny, at least light- 
hearted. 

Unfortunately, my experience 
with the newly-formed Baltimore 
Improv Group failed to meet any of 
these expectations, and thus my ob- 
jectivity was left to suffer. In short, I 
would rather waste my time watching 
1995’s The Babysitters’ Club movie 
not once, but twice, than re-experi- 
ence five minutes of Saturday night’s 
BIGImprov show at Christ Lutheran 
Church downtown. 

The opening act consisted of an 
hour-long, unscripted sketch by one 
of the group’s sub-troupes, It’s not 
Me, it’s You! With the help of audi- 
ence interaction we witnessed the un- 
folding ofa tempestuous relationship 
between your standard tough guy, 
knife-sharpening worker, and his 

CONTINUED ON PAGE B8 
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the Wilbur collection both score. 


words would look raggedy and 
queer.”). Again, Wilbur seems to be 
taking a cue for another great poet, 
this time T.S. Eliot, and has written a 
book of poetry for children. But un- 
like Old Possum’s book of Practical 
Cats, Wilbur fails to be intriguing to 
adults and children simultaneously. 
Besides the children’s verse, the 
only difference between this new 
collection and Wilbur’s Pulitzer 
prize-winning New and Collected Po- 
ems, published in 1987, is the set of 
poems from Mayflies, New Poemsand 
Translations, published in 2000, and 


_ afew newer poems. The best and most 


interesting of these are traditional 
Wilbur verses like the one in “For C,” 
which Wilbur ends, “Like a good 
fiddle, like the rose’s scent, / Like a 
rose window or the firmament,” He 
also explores Asian forms such as the 
Tanka more in his later work, but 
with limited success, 

This new collection verifies what 
was already know, that Wilbur is a 
very talented formalist—arguably 
the best alive. But he shouldn’t hold 
his breath waiting for that Nobel. 
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One of these films is just like the other 





In Woody Allen’s newest comedy, Melinda and Melinda, things feel a little too familiar 





BY PATRICK KENNEDY 
THE JoHNS Hopkins News-Letter 


Melinda and Melinda, director 
Woody Allen’s latest chapter on New 
York’s peculiar caste of artists and 
intellectuals, is all about conflicting 
perspectives. As the movie opens, we 
find two playwrights, one a writer of 
tragedies (Larry Pine), the other a 
maker of comedies (Wallace Shawn), 
sitting at a bistro table jovially debat- 
ing the merits of their chosen styles. 

With the conversation teetering 
from one maxim to another, one of 
the two companions poses a chal- 
lenge — he will share an anecdote, 
and each will determine whether the 
story should be interpreted as a com- 
edy or a tragedy. 

Although we never hear the ac- 

‘count, which concerns a young 
woman named Melinda (Radha 





Larry Flynt’s Hustler Club 








COURTESY OF HTTP://MEDIA.OUTNOW.CH 
Will Ferrell and Amanda Peet play some of Allen’s bourgeois New Yorkers in his latest, Melinda and Melinda. 


Mitchell), the authors supply us with 
entirely different spins on her adven- 
tures. 

From then on, Allen knocks our 


Then, she’s a bright and shiny 
arts buff, crashing in on her new 
neighbors, a high-wired filmmaker 
(Amanda Peet) and her goofball ac- 





first cluster of tor husband 
urbanites off the (Will Ferrelll). 
screen until the Allthe renditions 
last few scenes, Where do tragedy share isaroughly 
replacing them similar sequence 
with the two and comedy of affairs and di- 
separate troops. : vorces, along 
ofactorsthatine intersect? Can Will with a_ well- 


habit Melinda’s 
now tragic, now 


placed piece of 
scenery or dia- 


Ferrell fit into a movie 


comic life. logue once in a 
First, Melinda that features no while. 

is drugged up The good 
and — suicidal, thing about this 


yelling or slapstick? 


schematic back- 
and-forth is that 
Allen knows how 
to avoid easy, self-defeating con- 
trasts, 


seeking refuge 
with an old Park 
Avenue. friend 
(Chloé Sevigny) and her brooding 
actor husband (Jonny Lee Miller). 
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He spends his time, instead, pos- 
ing more complex questions. Where 
do tragedy and comedy intersect? 
Does an account’s grasp of human | 
nature depend onits style? Can Will 
Ferrell fit into a movie that features 
no yelling or slapstick? 

The bad thing is that Melinda and 
Melinda doesn’t do anything extraor- 
dinary with these inquiries. The film 
does, however, make one wonder why 
Allen is still plugging his well-worn 
theme of Big Apple angst. It’s a dis- 
heartening indication of how little he 
cares about contemporary influences 
when you realize that Melinda and 
Melinda, minus a few cell phones, 
could have been released back with 
Annie Hall. 

In recent years, Woody Allen has 
been most successful when he has 
broken away from characters of 
New York’s bourgeoisie. His 1999 
film Sweet and Lowdown, the story 
of dysfunctional jazz guitarist 
Emmet Ray, ranks among his finest 
efforts. 

But the designer-apartment 
limbo that Allen movies like 
Hannah and Her Sisters immortal- 
ized is no longer a novelty; nor is 
the situation comedy, nor the 
nattering Jewish insensibility that 
were once uproarious staples of the | 
Allen canon. 

Buthe has made some progress. In 
Melinda and Melinda, Allen is no- 
where to be found on camera — a big 
step fora man whose masterpieces all 
feature variations of his own neurotic 
persona. 

Also, Melinda and Melinda adds 
some diversity to the usual Allen cho- 
rus of WASPs, bohemians and so- 
cialites, notably Chiwetel Ejiofor as 
tragic Melinda’s late-discovered love 
interest. 

Fittingly, Melinda and Melinda, 
which revolves around ambivalence, 
raises similar doubts aboutits critical 
worth. The opening comes off as 
staged, and the frequent recitations 
of Melinda’s history — despite effi- 
cient acting from Sevigny and Ejiofar 
— lack dramatic force. Yet it seems 
there is no other way to establish her 
character. 

Melinda’s fluctuating moods are 
not presented in a classic or incom- 
patible sense, yet shifting between 
such extremes compromises the plot’s 
realism. 

While they dutifully do what is 
demanded of them, Melinda and 
Melinda’s actors generate the same 
conflicted impressions. Mitchell in 
particular can goa bit overboard, her 
tragic Melinda smoking nonstop and 
staggering from place to place, her 
comic rendition overjoyed with ey- 
erything that happens to her. The 
script, mercifully, provides a few im- 
pressive moments where each 
Melinda breaks out of her dominant 
mood. 

Inevitably, any entertainment- 
savvy viewer will focus on Ferrell’s 
performance as Hobe, an out-of- 
commission thespian who specializes 
in characters with limps. 

His role is the most visibly comic 
thing that Melinda and Melinda has 
going — a probably unintentional 
remix of the massive man-child he 
played in Elf plus a misdirected pre- 
occupation with Melinda’s comic 
half. : 

By strictly regulating its comic 
flow, Melinda and Melinda pre- 
cludes the kind of hilarity that 
marked Allen’s classic pieces like 
Broadway Danny Rose. 

Here, Allen has set himself to the 
dual task of re-visiting his monu- 
mental NY years and investigating 
an artistic philosophy. What he 
comes up with is something more 
like the hundred dollar trinket 
Ferrell’s Hobe buys ina city antique 
shop. 

Melinda and Melinda is a movie 
of small consequence, a respectable 
but only middling entry on his re- 
sume. But on the other side (and 
there is always another side), it 
shows enough flashes of cleverness 
to recall the best experiments of 





Allen’s 50-year career, 


MELINDA AND 
MELINDA 


Starring: Radha Mitchel, Chl 
Sevigny, Jonny Lee Miller 


Director; Woody Allen 
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New Vibrations 


Prefuse 73— 
Surrounded By Silence 


Warp 
March 22, 2005 


Atlanta-based super producer 
Prefuse 73 (a.k.a. Scott Herran) has 
put out some of the most interest- 
ing and forward-thinking music of 
the last five years. With choppy 
tempos and mind-warping fre- 
quency twists, he fuses staggered 
hip-hop beats with avant-garde jazz 
samples and vocal splices that are 
more akin to British labelmate 
Squarepusher than anything from 
the American hip-hop set that most 
people associate him with. With his 
newest release, Surrounded by Si- 
lence, Scott makes logical progres- 
sions from his previous releases and 
incorporates his distinct sound with 
a variety of big-name guests. 

Starting with the first track, the 
Ghostface- and El-P-supported 
“Hide Ya Face,” it becomes appar- 
ent that this album was created asa 
statement: a loud screaming decla- 
ration that the Prefuse sound is just 
as viable outside of a vacuum as it is 
isolated. The beats bang and crash 
but never grate on or overwhelm 
the MCs’ verses as many similar 
efforts from EI-P’s Def Jux label 
have a tendency to do. From there 
on the album is a throwback to clas- 
sic Prefuse 73 tracks, only with more 
care shown to the softer jazz which 
gives the songs a more refined and 
disciplined sound. 

The first major transition occurs 
when Prefuse highlights guest band 


The Books— 
Lost and Safe 


Tomlab 
April 5, 2005 


With the release of their third 
album, Lost and Safe, Nick 
Zammuto’s and Paul de Jong’s 
electro-rock duo The Books con- 
firm their commitment to-explor- 
ing the delicate blend of acoustic, 
sampled and found sound that 
brought them recognition with 
their first release, Thought for Food. 

The first track, “A Little Long- 
ing Goes Away,” is minimalist, 
heavily filtered, but vastly under- 
stated; when paired with “Be Good 
to Them Always,” it sets the overall 
tone of album — moments of com- 
pressed tension yielding to spaces 
of silence or runs of falsetto lyri- 
cism (not unlike that of The Postal 
Service). 

They vary their approach only a 
little throughout the whole album, 
giving it unity and an ambient qual- 
ity. By the same token, however, it is 
difficult to differentiate between the 
first five or so homogenous tracks, 
until “An Animated Description of 
Mr. Maps” changes things up with 
vintage radio broadcast samples bril- 
liantly syncopated and layered 
against some refreshingly hard-hit- 
ting drums, 

But monotony is a drawback of 
the second half of the album, up 
until “An Owl with Knees,” which 








The Books on the quirky glitch 
masterpiece, “Pagina Dos.” In the 
same way he highlights the lighter 
sound of The Books, Herran brings 
out the best in the beautiful voice of 
Kazu (of Blonde Redhead fame) with 
“We Go Our Own Way.” She croons 
softly over a wonderfully smooth 
backbeat that grooves and shakes, 
making it the best track on the album. 

After the indie-centric middle 
section the album veers back to- 
wards hip-hop with mixed results. 
Aesop Rock’s rhymes sound warm 
and wonderful while Beans compli- 
ments the Martian backbeat of “Mo- 
rale Crusher” with all the subtlety of 
a wrecking ball. Both songs are fan- 
tastic because they are unique and 
work with Herran’s erratic style, 
however a surprising misstep in the 
album occurs with the normally su- 
perb GZA and Masta Killa. Both rap- 
pers are a little off, and their in- 
your-face style of rhyming sounds 
strange on top of the sparse and ur- 
gent beat. Fortunately Surrounded 
picks back up for the last few selec- 
tions and ends on the beautiful and 
appropriate multi-collaboration 
“And I’m Gone.” 

—John Lichtefeld 














picks up the pace after a long, sleepy 


spell. 
The final track, “Twelve Fold 
Chain,” plays out rather 


stereotypically — a long, very quiet 
three minutes of inaudible, high- 
pitched murmuring, followed by a 
vaguely sharper minute, and then an 
utterly quiet finale. 

A bit more violent percussion and 
dramatic vocalizing would be wel- 
come, but the Books remain true to 
their past. For one unaccustomed to 
the genre, this album might sound 
like a bunch of unrelated, unmoti- 
vated movie quotes set againstlooped, 
sustained stringed instruments and 
synthesizers; it is, however, far more 
than that. 

The effect of subtly winding spo- 
ken-word and melodic lyrics to- 
gether, all against precise, melan- 
choly strings, drums, and samples, 
is a feeling of completion; by the 
end of Lost. and Safe, one feels a 
degree of closure rare in less organic 
albums. ae 

Patrick Meaney 
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Fantomas— 
Suspended Animation 
Ipecac 

April 5, 2005 


Mike Patton is a profound con- 
ductor of doom metal with a deep- 
voiced hum and the power to mix 


‘vocal explosions witha variety of car- 


toon sound effects at the head of a 
band called Fantémas. 

Most people smile and nod if you 
mention his first band, Faith No More. 
Fewer people react when you mention 
one of his contemporary bands, like 
Tomahawk, but a Fant6mas listener is 
an important find. 

Accompanying Master Patton is 
Slayer drummer Dave Lombardo, 
Melvins’ guitarist Buzz Osbourne and 
the bassist from Mr, Bungle (another 
Patton staple), Trevor*Dunn, who 
combine to make albums that sound 
like Saturday morning cartoons set 
to mass destruction. 

Suspended Animationisthe fourth 
studio album from Fantémas, fol- 
lowing, among others, 2004’s De- 
lirium Cordia and 2001's Director’s 
Cut — an album in which Patton 
takes well-known songs from famous 
movie soundtracks and gives them 
his own twist. ft 8 

Suspended Animation follows the 
same style but with brand new pack- 
aging — literally. This album is actu- 





no more than two and a half minutes 
long; and each track listing is a date in 
April 2005, AO Viole 
Additionally, the album itselfis an 
actual spiral-bound calendar of April 
featuring a different illustration on 
every day. Definitely check out “April 
10,2005” (a Sunday), which begins by 
sounding like the automated voice on 
a toddler’s toy and then switches to 
Patton yapping in short bursts to a 
chime of tone-descending bells, . 
Oh, and April 10th would be Soul 
Sunday according to “Haitian 
Vodou” and “The Feast of the Riv- 
ers” and “Seas in Egypt” — tidbits 
which are also included with the al- 
bum. Hurry up though, because 
there are only a few more daysleftin 


April, and there’s nothing like lis- 


tening toa song that’s named for the 
day you're livingin, 
_ Michelle Miano gia 
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A new way to do opera: make it political 


BY RONNI REICH 
THE JOHNS Hopkins News-LeTTer 


Opera Vivente’s production of 
George Frideric Handel’s 
Tamburlaine is not your ordinary 
baroque opera. Sure, it focuses on 
love and death, someone is poisoned, 
a daughterisasked to choose between 
her fatherand herlover, and ofcourse, 
drama abounds. But, it is not just a 
personal tragedy. Though the story 
takes place in Persia 300 years ago, it 
has strong political undertones, and 
Opera Vivente brings this out. The 
audience is not along merely to ad- 
mire pretty voices and sympathize 
with their travails. Rather, they are to 
contemplate the implications of the 
characters’ behavior and realize its 
often eerie relevance to contempo- 
rary life. By modernizing the dress 
and setting, singing in English, and 
maintaining active, energetic staging 
throughout, Opera Vivente creates a 
fresh, engaging performance. 

The plot follows Tamburlaine, the 
emperor of the Tartars, as he deals 
with his newfound power over his 
prisoners of war, Bajazeth, the former 
king of Persia and his daughter, Aste- 
ria. Tamburlaine seeks to make Aste- 
ria his queen and to subjugate and 
torture Bajazeth. Bajazeth wants As- 
teria to avoid submission to 
Tamburlaineatall costs. Asterialoves 
Andronicus, who is also at 
Tamburlaine’s mercy. Meanwhile, 
Irene, princess of Trebizond, pursues 
Tamburlaine and the throne. It is at 
least as much a story of power as it is 
one of love. 

Tamburlaine wields his power with 
no compassion. He delights in his 
prisoners’ misery — we see his col- 
oratura passages (long vocal runs on 
single syllables) treated as laughter 
while his captives are beaten. He or- 
ders the rape of Asteria, which is en- 
acted on stage and photographed with 
a Polaroid. His aides unquestioningly 
carry out his horrific demands. It is 
shocking to observe this, and it forces 
the audience to confront their views 
on authority, militancy and violence. 

Today, it is common for us to speak 
Out against such abuses. In Handel’s 
time, however, such candid dissent was 
unheard of. He couches his views in the 
midst of tributes to “fair Asteria” anda 

musical style that is perfectly uniform 








Handel’s Tamburlaine usually looks alotlike this, 


for the period. What happens on stage, 
however, betrays the formula. The view- 
ers, often ofhigher class, were forced to 
examine their positions and treatment 
of others and that which they condone 
regarding political figures. Our reac- 
tions are not dissimilar, but to really 
appreciate the boldness of the work, we 
must place it in a historical context. 
While it is historically significant, 
the issues it addresses are important 
today. Opera Vivente sets up 
Tamburlaine’s quarters like a dilapi- 
dated office building-turned-battle- 
ground. A computers sits conspicu- 
ously on a stage right desk, filing 
cabinets seem to make up a stage-left 
blockade,.and shredded paper is ev- 
erywhere. Irene wearsa business suit. 
Tamburlaine’s men are in army uni- 
form, and the throne is placed up- 
stage, waiting in the background to 
be filled. Bajazeth and Asteria are in 
simple robes — victims amidst cor- 
porate and military power and greed. 
Yet, Bajazeth and Asteria are 
hardly docile victims. Asteria refuses 


to become queen and even attempts. 






to murder Tamburlaine, mostly out 
of love and respect for her father and 
Andronicus. In a more dramatic ac- 
tion, Bajazeth, for his part, takes his 
own life rather than submitting to 


Tamburlaine. The opera proves itself 


to be a study of pride, honor and 
personal and national values. 

The performance is not a short 
one, and the first two acts are largely 
expositional. The predictability of the 
music as each character introduces 
himself and his plight can be tire- 
some. The third act is far more dra- 
matic, as we finally see results of the 
struggles among the characters, and 
not just individual laments. 

The singers’ performances are 
mixed. As Tamburlaine, Ryan de 
Ryke captivates. His brilliant, reso- 
nant countertenor is both refresh- 
ing and impressive, and he gives a 
dynamic, energetic performance. 
He brings out Tamburlaine’s de- 
monic maliciousness and adds oc- 
casional comic relief through exag- 
gerated lechery with facial 
expressions and gestures that be- 
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tray our expectations of “stand- 
and-sing” opera. Ah Hong is a ca- 
pable Asteria with a beautiful, sil- 
very voice and a strong upper | 
register. As Andronicus, John 


BIG show, few laughs 


Baltimore Improv Group just doesn't cut it 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE B6 
narcissistic yet ethnically ambiguous 
life partner. In the midst of the fire- 


|| works, breaking up for one ridicu- 


lous reason, making up, breaking up 
again, beginning a new relationship 
between the same two actors, and fi- 
nally, all four characters interacting 
ina grand PG-13 melee, I found my- 
self wondering, “Where are the other 


| actors?” A hostess took audience in- 








Carden is effectively sensitive, but 
vocally less appealing than the oth- 
ers. Ken Gayle’s Bajazeth, similarly, | 
is well-acted, but often nasal and | 
limited in vocal range. In the lesser | 
roles, Michelle Rice brings charac- 
ter to Irene, and Christopher Aus- 
tin shows great vocal talent with his 
warm, rich tone and flawless col- 
oratura as Leone. 


The production is greatly en- | | 


hanced by director John Bowen’s tal- | 
ent for illuminating the contradic- 
tion and poignancy in the superficially 
simplistic music. In one particularly 
moving moment, Asteria and 
Andronicus wish for a happier fu- 
ture, while they lay on opposite sides 
of the stage, ostensibly too dejected 
toriseand comfort one another. They 
have been physically beaten, and we 
see their pain even though their words 





are full of hope. 


put during breaks, asking for sugges- 
tions ofanon- geographical location, 
or an activity. But, besides her re- 
freshing presence, it was just the two 


i | aforementioned characters on stage. 


The audience contributed such 
witty outbursts as “he has too many 
fillings in his teeth!” and, “she does 
really bad elephant impersonations!” 


} | producing momentary ripples of au- 
| | dience excitement. However, an hour 


is simply too long to watcha couple of 
people slapdick around, only to fin- 
ish on a sickeningly heartwarming 
speech about the effort that needs to 


| be put into relationships. 


I found the company’s female ac- 


| tress extremely annoying. Though she 


appeared to be Indian, she refused to 
commit her character Constantina to 
any accent, ethnicbackground, oreven 
age. At times juvenile Latina, at others 
an old Jewish mother, Constantina was 
a powder keg of banality. One of the 
highlights of her creativity involved an 
imaginary Frisbee, shaved into spa- 
ghetti and woven into a T-shirt which 
was then pulled over her head, all con- 
ceived in pantomime. Watching her 
take off the imaginary Frisbee t-shirt to 
rekindle the flame with Mike, I realized 
that I may never laugh again. 


Some people were laughing at the 
troupe’s efforts, but I was not one of 
them. I was in pain. Maybe if I were 
more of aman, or more ofa reporter, 
I would have stayed past the inter- 
mission. In fairness, only two mem- 
bers of the troupe received represen- 
tation in this review, and the group 
customarily performs in a more 
quick-paced, “Whose Line is it Any- 
way” format. Nonetheless, it was a 
Saturday night, and to live life in re- 
gret is to open oneself to the unmer- 
ciful tides of the oceans of self doubt. 

Through my tears of boredom, 
though, I hope to impart some advice 
upon the reader: ; 

1. The Buttered Niblets are fun- 
nier, cheaper, and closer. 

2. Shriver Hallisalovely facility with 
urinals and sinks of normal height. 

3. South Park, Family Guy and 
Sealab 2021 are very enjoyable shows 
that one can access without even leav- 
ing the home (depending on their 
cable situation). 

4. Pornography is an easily acces- 
sible way to enjoy oneself on a week- 
end. 

5, Six dollars worth of drugs buys 
morelaughter thana ticket to this show. 

The Baltimore Improv is a group 
committed to bringing improvisa- 
tional humor to Baltimore, and they 
give educational classes to convey the 
experience of being, “improv’d.” 
About 50 people, mostly families and 
elderly, arrived last Saturday at the 
Christ Lutheran Church on 701 S. 
Charles. Some paid $8 for tickets, oth- 
ers $6. In my opinion, that money 
should have been spent on cans of 
whipped cream. 








hs) soy pulang) COURTESY OF HTTP://WWW.BIGIMPROV.ORG 
While they may look entertaining, this troupe ts missing its funny bone. 
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ARIES: (MARCH 21-Aprit 19) 
New Kids on the Block, like the 
Backstreet Boys, are about to make 


by Ann Renee Angiulo 


Lrpra: (SEPTEMBER 23 - OCTOBER 22) 

Mousetraps may come in handy this week 
in fending off those vicious AMR pests. 
Unless you like to discover excrement in 








acomeback. Use your moneywisely 
and invest in merchandise. 
Taurus: (Aprit 20-May 20) 
Editors across the nation agree that 
the horoscopes are great at filling 
space. Yet you still continue to read 
them as if they mean something. 














your shoes, buy mousetraps today. 
Scorpio; (Ocroser 23 - NOVEMBER 21) 
Are you ever going to take out the damn 
trash? Stop being a slob for once and try 
basic hygiene for a change. It'll greatly 
improve your life. 


\+'s \ust Corporations 
trying to bramwash 
people into qving 


| 1 Know, 
iWere not 







Advertising 
today is such j 





GEMINI: (May 21-Jun; 20) SAGITTARIUS: (NOVEMBER 22 - oh) 


Will everyone finally stop wearing 
those stupid multi-colored rubber 
bracelets, pretending that they all 
make a difference!? Probably not. 


Not just anyone can be a certified Horo- 
scope writer. Ittakes years of practice and 
insight into the human psyche. So quit 
complaining about our predictions. 
Cancer: (JUNE 21-JuLy 22) 
Discover the joys of Baltimore by 
walking down Greenmountat 2am. 
Add to your experience by wearing 
a shirt that says “Mug me.” 


Capricorn: (Dec. 23 - January 19) 
Justwhen you thought it was safe to enjoy 
the weather, our campus has been in- 
vaded by pre-frosh. Don’t worry, they'll 
soon realize Baltimore sucks. 

Leo: (Jury 23-Aucust 22) 

That BBQ chicken in Wolman was 
not the best thing to get, especially if 
you believed you were eating real 
meat. Keep Tums on hand. 

Virco: (Aucust 23-SEPTEMBER 22) 
Gatehouse walls are covered in crap, 
especially transcriptions of inside 
jokes that no one currently under- 
stands. 


Aquarius: (JANUARY 20 - Fesruary 18) 
For the millionth time, you will be sitting 
in class and about to discover what ex- 
actly you want to do with your life, but 
once again you will suddenly forget it. 
Pisces: (FEBRUARY 19 - Marcu 20) 
Decoration specialists would cringe at 
your taste in wall accouterments. Time to 
getridofthattrite Homer Simpson poster, 
and make way for a Peter Griffin poster. Life is Random 





by William Parschalk 































When it 
got really 
hot, my 
friends and I 
would give 
each other 
awesome 
haircuts like 
this one to 


Well, I would not 
know what the weather 
was like, I spent all 

my time in labs! 
Aha! 























































_ but get mugged 















In the summer, 
it would get, like, 
hot and stuff, 
and then, like, 
we'd try to go 
get ice cream, 


instead. 


stay “cool”. a ea aaeno 
IT was ys uh, studying ee 4 tf 

| | Sean 

| | STE 






It could get fairly 
cold, which I didn’t 
mind at all. Cold 
weather gave me 
an opportunity 
to wear the hip 
type of sweaters 
Iam wearing 



















Satan worth a second look 


lot of people have come 

up to me recently and 

said, “Youknow, Matt, 

you ve covered a lot of 

topics in that column 
of yours. But when are you gonna 
write about Satan, the Prince of 
Darkness? I mean, come on. He’s 
so underrated.” Indeed, despite be- 
ing one of the most influential fig- 
ures of the twentieth century (right 
up there with Pauly Shore), Satan 
doesn’t seem to get a lot of recogni- 
tion these days. People seem to 
write him off as just another “un- 
holy lord of the underworld” with- 
out giving it a second thought. So, 
inan effort to increase Satan Aware- 
ness on campus, I’ve compiled a 
short list to educate my readers on 


the benefits of Satan. But first, a - 


little background. 

Satan came into existence a very 
long time ago. Judging from his de- 
meanor, I’m guessing he was born 
somewhere in North Jersey. Some 
say he was originally an archangel 
in heaven but got into a huge fight 
with God during a particularly 
rough game of Rock, Paper, Scis- 
‘prs, 

This led to a big civil war in 
Heaven, with Satan leading his 
forces against those of God and 
General Ulysses S. Grant. In the 
end, Satan lost the war and relo- 
cated to Hell, which somehow 
seemed like a good idea at the time. 
He currently spends his time tor- 

ring the damned and feeding his 





THE TOP FIVE REASONS WHY 
SATAN ISN’T SO BAD 


1) He likes it hot. Ever had to live 
with someone who kept turning the 
thermostat down, even when it was 
already way too cold? Remember how 
annoying that was? Well, Satan knows 
theimportance ofheat. Heloves warm 
weather. And who doesn’t? Who 
hasn’t thought to him or herself, 
“Man, I wish it could be summer for- 
ever!” Well, now it can be! In Hell! 


_ MATT DIAMOND 
ONE FRY SHORT 


2) He delivers justice. Why hasn’t 
this occurred to anyone? Sure, God is 
technically the one who sends you to 
Hell to be punished, but does he actu- 
ally do the punishing? No. That’s 
Satan’s job. Satan lays down the law. 
He makes sure people pay for their 
crimes. He gives evildoers the Eternal 
Backhand, And it’s not exactly a 
bundle of fun, either. You think God 
wants to be bothered with people like 
Hitler and Charles Manson? No way. 
That’s why he handed off the job to 
someone else. So typical. 


3) He has a huge influence on pop 
culture. Remember the Macarena? 
The Spice Girls? Yeah, I think you get 
the idea, 


4) He’s confident in himself. You 
know how God always wants you to 
pray to him? Well, Satan doesn’t roll 
that way. Satan doesn’t need your 


admiration or worship. He doesn’t 
need youtosuckup to him. He doesn’t 
have self-esteem issues, unlike some 
deities (*cough* the Lord *cough”*). 


5) He lets you do what you want. 
Ever feel like God is a bit too control- 
ling? He’s always telling us what we’re 
not allowed to do: “Thou shalt not 
murder,” “Thou shalt not steal,” 
“Thou shalt not covet your neighbor’s 
wife,” etc. But hey, some of us like to 
covet our neighbor’s wife. I know I 
do. That’s where Satan comes in: he 
doesn’t care what you do! You can 
covet all you like, and Satan wont 
mind. Don’t feel like honoring thy 
father and mother? No problem! In 
fact, Satan hates your parents, too. 
He hates all authority figures. That's 
why hippies love itin Hell ... which is 
where all of them go. 


In conclusion, I’m reminded of 
the old adage, “Don’t judge a su- 
premely evil being by its cover.” Have 
any of you ever actually met Satan? 
Have you ever talked to him? I didn t 
think so. The guy is obviously misun- 
derstood. I mean, come on ... if you 
got kicked out of Heaven and every- 
body hated you, I think you'd be a 
little grumpy, too. Besides, we've all 
been there at one point or another: 
the “unpopular” kid, the kid that no- 
body likes, the kid that reigns over 
the underworld with an iron fist and 
torments the damned for all of eter- 
nity. So let’s cut the poor guy some 
slack already. After all, that’s what 
Pauly Shore would do. 


Can Matt Diamond really be con- 
tacted at PianoMattD@aol,com? Orisit 
all an elaborate hoax? Find out in next 
week’s exciting edition of One Fry Short! 
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What does every guy in Hollander fear 
around this time of the year? 





Help Peter Pre-Frosh make his way to the Johns Hopkins campus! 















Art Museum Drive, 


jhunewsletter.com 








The semester 
is almost over! 
Send in your 
doodles before it 
is too late! 
Drop them off 
at the Gatehouse, 
on the corner 
of N. Charles and 













or email 
GRAPHICS@ 










Do it today! 
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FEATURED EVENTS 





Brew Fest to feature 44 regional beers 


Think of City Paper’s 9th An- 
nual Brew Fest this Saturday af- 
ternoon as Spring Fair’s Beer 
Garden, only about 10 times big- 
ger. Those wanting to enjoysome 
brews outside in the nice weather 
can get their fix a week early at 
this event, which features 44 dif- 
ferent beers from around the 

| area. 

While you probably won’t be 
| able to sample all of them, no 
| one is going to stop you from 
trying. 

The event, which will be held 
for the second straight year at 
the plaza at Power Plant Live! in 
the Inner Harbor will feature a 
bevy of regional beers, from lo- 
cal breweries and pubs like 
Brewer’s Art, Clipper City, and 
Frederick Brewing Co. to other 
east coast favorites, such as Dog- 
| fish Head, Capitol City Brewing 
| Co. and Boston Beer. 

Best ofall, you'll probably get 
| your money’s worth. A cover 
| charge of $15 (or $20 at the gate) 
gets you unlimited brews to 
sample. Unfortunately, the event 


only lasts from 1 p.m.-5 p.m., so 
those hoping for a whole night of 
unlimited drinking will have to 
search elsewhere. 

In addition to the wide selection 
of beers, the event will feature a live 
DJ and door prizes, such as tickets 
for Southwest Airlines. The 
peoplethat put up those bizarre “Bo- 
vine Unite” billboards around Balti- 
more will also be at the event, not 
revealing what the advertisements 
mean. 

The weather forecast for Saturday 
calls for showers, but the event’s orga- 
nizers won't be giving anyone a rain 
check. “We'll be drinking rain or 
shine,” says City Paper Advertising 
Director Jennifer Marsh. “It’s going 
to be a good time.” 

And while there won’t bea shallow 
reflecting pool for a drunk student to 
dive into, there’s always the filthy In- 
ner Harbor. 

For more information, or to buy 
tickets, visit http:// 
www.missiontix.com, or call City Pa- 
per at (410) 523-2300. 





— Jeff Katzenstein 

















} 














Spiritual and Religious 
Services 


THURSDAY, APRIL 21 


12p.m. Lutheran Discussion Group 
will meet in Levering. For more in- 
formation call Rev. Don Burggraf 
(410) 235-2356. 


5 p.m. A Divine Liturgy and Din- 
ner for Eastern Orthodox students 
will be held at the Interfaith Center. 


7:30 p.m. Baptist Bible study will 
take place at the University Baptist 
Church. 


9 p.m. Unitarian Universalist Ser- 
vices with Dr. Larry Egbert will take 
place in the Interfaith Center Li- 
brary. f 


FRIDAY, APRIL 22 


1:15 p.m. Jumah prayers will be held 
at the Interfaith Center. Visit http:// 
www.jhu.edu/~jhumso for more in- 
formation. 


8 p.m. Seventh Day Adventist ser- 
vices with Fredrick Russell will be 
held at the Interfaith Center. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 23 


Time TBA, Shabbat Dinner at the 
Interfaith center; for more informa- 
tion and updated times visit http:// 
www.jhu.edu/~jsa. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 24 


11 a.m. Catholic Mass will be held at 
the Interfaith Center. Visit http:// 


www.catholic.jhu.edu for more infor- 


mation. 


11 a.m. Aarthi will be held at the 
Interfaith Center, lower level. For 
more information, e-mail 
HSC@jhu.edu. 


2 p.m. Stepping Stones Ministry 
will hold services in Shaffer 3, fol- 
lowed by a fellowship meeting at 
3:30 p.m. | =e 


7:30 p.m. Baptist services and con- 


"A 
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temporary worship will take place at 
the University Baptist Church. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 


7 p.m. Buddhist meditation will be 
practiced at the Interfaith Center. 


8 p.m. The Graduate Christian Fel- 
lowship will have its weekly meeting 
in the Marylander Apartments, Lon- 
don Room. For more information e- 
mail Bmac@jhu.edu. 





Performing Arts 


THURSDAY, APRIL 21 


8 p.m. See The Little Shop of Horrors 
at the Hippodrome Performing Arts 
Center. For more information and 
tickets visit http:// 
www.ticketmaster.com. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 22 


6 p.m. Check out the Peabody Spring 
Concert at the Peabody Institute. 
Tickets are $40, $30 for students. 


6:30 p.m. Check out SASH’s Spring 
Show Lishkara in the Glass Pavilion, 
with a full-catered Indian dinner and 


- dances. 


8 p.m. See the great comedic perfor- 
mance Boy Meets Girl in the 
Merrick Barn. Tickets are $15 for 
general admission, $14 for senior 
citizens, and $5 for student rush tick- 
ets. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 23 


8 p.m. See the great comedic perfor- 
mance Boy Meets Girl in the 
Merrick Barn. Tickets are $15 for 
general admission, $14 for senior 
citizens, and $5 for student rush tick- 
ets. , 


_ SUNDAY, APRIL 24 


8 p.m. See the great comedic perfor- 


-mance Boy Meets Girl in the Merrick 


Barn. Tickets are $15 for general ad- 
mission, $14 for senior citizens, and 
$5 for student rush tickets, — 
















_-ures were fashioned after the de- 





COURTESY OF HTTP://WWW.GARBAGE.CZ 


See Shirley Manson — and she is something to see — and the rest of the guys this Friday at the 9:30 Club. 


Garbage collects at 9:30 in D.C. 


Aftertherecentrelease oftheir fourth 
album, Bleed Like Me, Garbage is tak- 
ing to the stage this Thursday, April 21 
atthe 9:30 Clubin D.C. The four-mem- 
ber band has been developing their 
unique sound ever since their forma- 
tion in 1993. Originally conceived as a 
side project by producer Butch Vig, 
who broke into the big-time with his 
production of Nirvana’s Nevermind, 
the band gained great success after the 
induction of the Scottish vocal lead, 
Shirley Manson. 

Some have attacked this groupand 
Manson as a designer band put to- 
gether by Vig, who is no slouch in the 
industry. However, as their track 
record shows, Garbage is no rock ver- 
sion of the Backstreet Boys, and 
Manson has time and time agair 






proved herself to be more than just a 
pretty face on stage. 

Since they formed they have re- 
leased four records and even garnered 
a No.1 spot in the UK with thier sec- 
ond release, Version 2.0. They also 
performed the popular title song for 
the James Bond film, “The World is 
Not Enough.” 

With the release of their latest al- 
bum the band has made an attemptto 
return to their roots as a rock band. 
The result is a messier and heavier 
sound with energy that manages to 
eclipse their super-charged perfor- 
mances of the past. Garbage’s recent 
effort contrasts with the eclectic ex- 
periment of their third album, Beau- 
tiful Garbage. So far, fans have greeted 
eturn to hard rock as a blessing. 
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April 21 To 28 


TUESDAY, APRIL 26 


8 p.m. See The Little Shop of Hor- 
rors at the Hippodrome Performing 
Arts Center. For more information 


and tickets visit —http:// 
www. ticketmaster.com. 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 


7:30 p.m. Come see Joey and Maria’s 
Comedy Italian Wedding at 
Gardel’s. For more information call 
(800) 944-5639. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 28 


8 p.m. Check out the Tranny 
Roadshow for vaudeville like you’ve 
never seen in Shaffer 3. 


8 p.m. Don’t miss the Jazz Ensemble 
and Jazz Band Spring Concert in the 
auditorium of Shriver Hall, 





Miscellaneous Events 





yt) 
THURSDAY, APRIL 21 
| 


5 p.m, The CTY Alumni Reception 
will take place at the Hopkins Club. 
Please RSVP by April 18 to 


enelson! @jhu.edu or call (410) 735- . 


6011. 


8 p.m. Check out the recent block- 
buster film Motorcycle Diaries 
(2004), already rated as one of the 
greatest movies of the century, in 
Shaffer 3. 


' FRIDAY, APRIL 22 


5 p.m. The National Aquarium in 
Baltimore offers. a discounted admis- 
sion of $5 every Friday after 5 p.m. 
The discounted admission is a great 
deal, so don’t pass it up! Even if you 
have been to the aquarium before, 
head down to check out the new dol- 
phin show. For more information, 
including hours of operation, group 
discounts and directions, call (410) 
567-3845. 


8p.m. The Maryland Space Grant Ob- 
servatory, located in Bloomberg, of- 
fersyoua free chancetolookatthesolar 
system with its telescopes, weather per- 


- mitting, Call (410) 516-6525 forweather 


updates and observing conditions be- 
fore you hike up to Bloomberg. 


10 p.m. Coffee Grounds takes place 
every Friday night in the Mattin Center 
Silk Road Cafe. Come out for the free 
Krispy Kreme doughnuts and coffee, 
and stay for the fun evening activity. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 23 


8 a.m.-12 p.m. Assist with National 


The No. 4 position on the U.S. charts 
after the April 12 release of Bleed Like 
Me is telling of the fans approval. 
Despite Garbage’s immense popu- 
larity, the current tour almost never 
occurred, since Garbage suffered a 
breakup in March 2004. Mental break- 
downs, creative dryspells and disagree- 
ments over musical elements forced 
the band to part ways. It wasn’t until 
four months later that the band was 


coaxed back together by Dust Brother _ 


John King and former Nirvana drum- 


mer David Grohl. The result is one of — 


Garbage’sbestalbumsand another U.S. 
tour. Luckily for fans, the band is re- 
portedly enjoying their tour and is far 
from breaking up again. 
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Volunteer Week 2005 - East Balti- 
more Community Clean Up. For 
details or for required registration, 
contact Elana at (410) 614-0744 or 
mariam@jhmi.edu. 


10 a.m.- 3 p.m. Check out the 4th 
Annual Student Leadership Confer- 
ence in Health And Social Justice in 
the Mattin Center. 


9 p.m. Dress up and get down at the 
Drag Dance in the Great Hall. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 24 


1 p.m. Head out to the Washington 
County Museum of Fine Arts for Take 
Me Outto the Ballgame: An Exhibi- 
tion in Honor of Baseball. Celebrate 
this great springtime tradition 


through June 12. For more informa~ 


tion call (301) 739-5727. 
MONDAY, APRIL 25 


4p.m. Check outa Screening of Born 
into Brothels with a panel discussion 
immediately following in the Becton 
Dickinson Lecture Hall - W1020 in 
the Bloomberg School of Public 
Health, 615 N. Wolfe St. 


7 p.m. Don’t miss the Eco-Friendly 
Dinner with tons of great catered food 
in the Great Hall of Levering. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 26 


9 a.m. Take some time to reflect on 
the hate crimes that plague our com- 
munity at the Hate Crimes Vigil on 
the upper quad, 


5 p.m. There will be a collection of 
Student Archeological Exhibits on 
display in Gilman. Refreshments will 
be served. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 


12 p.m. William R. Brody, MD, 
Ph.D., president of the Johns 
Hopkins University, presents a 
Hopkinsone Town Hall Meet 


+ in the Sommer Hall (E2014) of the 


Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
615 N. Wolfe St. a 


THURSDAY, APRIL 28 





Egyptian display 
newat theWalters 


Currently on exhibit at the 
Walters Art Museum is Carved for 
Immortality. This display encases 
a number of carved wooden fig- 
ures from ancient Egypt. These fig- 


ceased to represent the person at 
various stages of his or her life and 
were held in special chambers in 
the tombs.These carvings were 
brightly painted so as to remain as 
lifelike as possible. 

Both wood and stone were used 
for statuary, but for the most part, 
the soft Egyptian wood, usually 
from the Sycamore fig, has barely 
survived from ancient times. This 
exhibition, which promises to be 
captivating, will be here until No- 
vember 2005. 

The Walters Art Museum, well 
known as one of the area’s most 
fascinating art collections, contains 
artwork from around the world, 
spanning numerous centuries. Itis 
one of the few museums world- 
wide to present a comprehensive 
chronology of art from the third 
millennium B.C. to present day. 

The pieces are divided into 
seven main categories: ancient 
art, medieval art, Renaissance 
and Baroque art, 18th- and 19th- 
century art, Islamicart, Asian art, 
and manuscripts and rare books, 
with each collection housing 
some of the finest pieces in the 
world. Especially notable pieces 
include works by Monet, 
Pissarro, Frederick Edwin 
Church, Alfred Jacob Miller, Van 
der Goes, Reni, Tiepolo and E] 
Greco. 

Following a recent $24 million 
renovation, the museum boasts 39 
newly configured galleries, tech- 
nological features, interactive 
kiosks, and a 300-stop audio tour 
in addition to its café and gift shop. 
Details, including location infor- 
mation and admissions costs, can 
be found at http:// 
www.thewaltersorg, 
















Anusha Gopalratnam. : 


1 p.m. Don’t miss Tai Chi Classes 
With Master Liu Xiao Ling in the 
Main Exercise Studio of the Cooley 
Center (behind the Hampton House), 
1620 McElderry St. 


7:30 p.m. Slaying the Dragon is a 
look at media stereotypes of Asian 
women since the silent film era. It is 
the fifth film in the diversity film se- 
ries and will be screened in Remsen 
101. 





Lectures and Work- 
shops 





THURSDAY, APRIL 21 


3 p.m. Check out the presentation 
The Science And Ethics Of Stem Cell 
Research featuring Ruth Faden, 
Ph.D., MPH; Philip Franklin Wagley, 
professor of Biomedical Ethics; Di- 
rector Phoebe R. Berman of the Bio- 
ethics Institute, Johns Hopkins Uni- 
versity; John Gearheart, Ph.D.; and 
Michael Armstrong, professor of 
medicine and co-director of the Stem 
Cell Program, Institute of Cell Engi- 
neering, JHU School of Medicine. 
This will take place in the Great Hall 
of Levering. 


3 p.m. Progress in Continuum 
Simulation and Experimental Vali- 
dation of Grain-Level will be dis- 
cussed by R. Raadovitsky of MIT. This 
is a free event and will be held in 
Hodson 210. 


4:30 p.m. “Europeand the East Asian 
Regional Equation” will be discussed 
by Pieter Bottelier, an SAIS adjunct 
professor of Chinese studies. This isa 
free eventand will take place in Room 
806 of the Rome Building, 


8 p.m. Patrick Guerriero, Log Cabin 
Republicans’ President, comes to 
Hopkins as part of Awareness Days 
2005. This workshop will take place 
in the Great Hall. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 22 


12 p.m. Brian Cole of the Micro- 
computer Support Specialist Cen- 
ter for Educational Resources will 
speak on Buzzword Bistro: Get- 
ting The Most from the New 
Google in the Garrett Room of the 
MSE Library. a ede 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 21 


7 p.m. Coal, Curbside and Hilikus will take 
place at the Recher Theatre in Towson. For 
more info visit http://www. rechertheatre.com. 


8 p.m. Perpetual Groove will be performing 
at the Funk Box. For more info visit http:// 
www.thefunkbox.com. 


8:30 p.m. Amy Ray, Athens Boys Choir and 
Snow Machine will perform at the Black Cat in 
D.C. For more information visit http:// 
www. blackcatdc.com. 


9 p.m. Outhud, Hella and Wilderness at the 
perform at the Ottobar. For more info visit 
http://www.theottobar.com. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 22 


8 p.m. Damian Gong Marley, Stephen 
Marley and Jah Works will perform at the 
Funk Box. For more info visit http:// 
www.thefunkbox.com. 


9 p.m. Antibalas Afrobeat Orchestra will 
perform at the 9:30 Club in Washington, D.C. 
For more info visit http://www.930.com. 


9 p.m. Greengenes will perform at the Recher 
Theatre in Towson. For more info visit http:// 
www.rechertheatre.com. 

9 p.m. Lake Trout, Apollo Sunshine and 
Battersea will perform at the Ottobar. For 
more info visit http://www. theottobar.com. 


9:30 p.m. Ben Lee, Har Mar Superstar and 
Maria Taylor will perform at the Black Cat in 


CONCERT AND MOVIE LISTINGS 


D.C. For more information visit http:// 
www.blackcatdc.com. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 23 


4p.m. Wakefield, Caffeine (UK), The Pennyroy- 
als and guests will perform at the Ottobar. For 
more info visit http://www.theottobar.com. 


8 p.m. Project/Object (Feat. Ike Willis) adn Na- 
poleon Murphy Brock will perform at the Funk 
Box. For more info visit http:// 
www.thefunkbox.com. 


9 p.m. Kevin and Hotspur will perform at the 9:30 
Club in Washington, D.C. Formore info visit http:/ 
/www.930.com. 


9 p.m. Night Ranger will perform at the Recher 
Theatre in Towson. For more info visit http:// 
www.rechertheatre.com. 


9:30 p.m. Bliss Indie Dance Party will be held at 
the Black Cat in D.C. For more information visit 
http://www. blackcatdc.com 


SUNDAY, APRIL 24 


9 p.m. Animal Collective, Ariel Pink and Mada- 
gascar will perform at the Ottobar. For more info 
visit http://www.theottobar.com. 


8 p.m. Kommencement, the industrial and synth 
pop dance night will take place at the Sonar Lounge 
at 407 East Saratoga St. in Fells Point. For more 
information, visit http://www.sonarlounge.com 


9 p.m. Damien Jurado and the Radar Bros, will 
perform at the Black Cat in D.C. For more infor- 





mation visit http://www. blackcatdc.com. 


MONDAY, APRIL 25 


7 p.m. Open Mic hosted by Hudson and Prout 
goes down at the Funk Box. For more info visit 
http://www. thefunkbox.com 


TUESDAY, APRIL 26 


7 p.m. Death From Above 1979, 
Controller.Controller and Uncut will perform 
at the Black Cat in D.C. For more information 
visit http://www.blackcatdc.com. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 


8 p.m. The Raq and Guests will perform at the 
Funk Box. For more info visit http:// 
www.thefunkbox.com, 


9 p.m. DJ’s Jason Urick, Shields, Sir Cyclops 
and Adam Savage will perform the “Landed” 
DJ set at the Ottobar. For more info visit http:// 
www. theottobar.com. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 28 


7 p.m. Finch, Vendetta Red, Nursesadn Emanuel 
will take place at the Recher Theatre in Towson. 
For more info visit http://www.rechertheatre.com. 


8 p.m. Culture, Soldiers of Jah Army and Dub 
isa Weapon will be performing at the Funk Box. 
For more info visit http://www.thefunkbox.com. 








SHOWTIMES FOR THE CHARLES THEATRE FOR FRIDAY, SATURDAY 


AND SUNDAY 
Revivals Off The Map 
Saturdays at 12 p.m. Rated (PG-13)- 1 hr. 48 min. 
Mondays at 7 p.m. 2:20 p.m., 7 p.m. 


Thursdays at 9 p.m. 

Downfall (Der Untergang) 
Rated (R)- 2 hr. 36 min. 

2 p.m., 7 p.m. 


The Best Years of Our Lives 
Thursday, April 21 


The Big Red One 
Saturday, April 23 
Monday, April 25 
Thursday, April 28 


Millions 

Rated (PG)- 1 hr. 37 Min. 
2:50 p.m., 7:10 p.m. 

(2:50 p.m. only on Monday) 


Tarnation Melinda and Melinda 
Not Rated- | hr. 28 min. Rated (PG-13)- ] hr. 50 min. 
5 p.m,, 10 p.m. 5 p.m., 9:45 p.m. 


SHOWTIMES FOR THE AMC TOWSON COMMONS 8 FOR FRIDAY, 


SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 
The Amityville Horror The Ring Two 
Rated (R)- 1 hr. 40 min. Rated (PG-13)- 1 hr. 47 min. 
4:30 p.m., 7:30 p.m., 10:30 p.m. 9:50 p.m. 
Beauty Shop Robots 


Rated (PG-13)- 1 hr, 45 min. 
4:40 p.m., 7:40 p.m., 10:10 p.m. 


Rated (PG)- 1 hr. 30 min 
4:20 p.m., 7:20 p.m. 


Sahara 
Rated (PG-13)- 2 hrs. 7 min. 
4p.m.,7 p.m., 10 p.m. 


Fever Pitch 
Rated (PG-13)- 1 hr. 41 min. 
4:45 p.m., 7:45 p.m., 10:20 p.m. 


Guess Who 
Rated (PG-13)- 1 hr. 37 min. 
4:10 p.m., 7:10 p.m., 9:45 p.m. 


Sin City 
Rated (R)- 2 hrs. 6 min. 
4:15 p.m., 7:15 p.m., 10:15 p.m. 








12 p.m. Arnold-Peter C. Weiss, JHU 
alumnus, Class of 1986, will give a 
Brown University School of Medi- 
cine Information Session in the 
Sherwood Room of Levering. 


12:15 p.m. Graham Colditz, MD, 
Dr.PH., professor of epidemiology 
and medicine at the Harvard School 
of Public Health, will speak on Trans- 
lating Epidemiologic Data To Pre- 
vention Messages: Your Disease 
Risk in Room W3030 in the 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
615 N. Wolfe St. 


12:30 p.m. “South Korean Interests 
and East Asia” will be discussed by 
Young Kwan Yoon, a professor’at 
Seoul National University and former 
foreign Minister of South Korea. This 
is a free event and will take place in 
the Rome Building auditorium. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 23 


8 a.m.-6 p.m. Check out the 4th An- 
nual International Health Confer- 
ence: Children In Crisis at the 
Bloomberg School of Public Health, 
615 N. Wolfe St. Registration is re- 
quired at http://www.children-in- 
crisis.com. Cost is free for affiliates of 
Hopkins School of Medicine, School 
of Public Health, and School of Nurs- 
ing. For others, tickets are $25. 


10.a.m. The Fourth Annual Student 
Leadership Conference will take 
place in the Mattin Center. This is a 
free event and will last until 3 p.m. 


MONDAY, APRIL 25 


12 p.m. Loretta M. Kopelman, Ph.D., 
will speak on The Role of Science in 
Assessing Conventional, Comple- 
mentary, and Alternative Medi- 
cines in the Weinberg Auditorium in 
the Weinberg Building at the corner 
of Orleans and Broadway. 


12:15 p.m. Signal Networks in 
Chemotaxis and Cytokinesis will be 
discussed by Peter Devreotes at 115 
W. University Pkwy. This is a free 
event sponsored by the Carnegie In- 
stitution of Washington. 


4 p.m~ Biophysics Seminar: DNA 
Replication and Repair will be dis- 
cussed by Wei Yang, Ph.D. of JHU 
School of Medicine. This free event 
that will take place in Mergenthaler 
1G Rie 


4 p.m. Bo Guan will be giving a semi- 
nar on a topic to be announced in 
Krieger 308. This is a free event. 


TUESDAY, APRIL 26 


12:15 p.m. Doug Storey, Ph.D.,ofSo- 
cial & Behavioral Sciences, JHU Cen- 
ter of Communication Programs, will 
present Developing Health Compe- 
tence Communication In Egypt in 
the Basement Auditorium of the 
Hampton House, 624 N. Broadway. 


3 p.m. Megalopolis Revisited is the 
title of a lecture to be given by John 


Rennie Short of UMBC. This is a free 
event and will be held in Ames 234. 


4:15 p.m. Molecular Beam Studies 
of Interfacial Reactions in Pure and 
Salty Glycerol will be discussed by 
Gilber Nathanson of University of 
Wisconsin - Madison. This is a free 
event and will be held in Remsen 233. 


8 p.m. William Keller, the New York 
Times news chief, will give the Frank 
R. Kent Memorial Lecture in Jour- 
nalism in the Shriver Hall Audito- 
rium. 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27 


12:15 p.m. William M. Compton MD, 
MPE, Services and Prevention Re- 
search National Institute on Drug 
Abuse, presents Public Health Re- 
search At The National Institute On 
Drug Abuse in the Basement Audi- 
torium (B14B) of the Hampton 
House, 624 N. Broadway. 


1:30 p.m. Peter Galison, Ph.D., pro- 
fessor at Harvard University, presents 
Secrecy in the Sherwood Room of 
Levering Hall. This talk will be spon- 
sored by the German department. 


3 p.m. Peter Galison, Ph.D., profes- 
sor at Harvard University, presents 
The Assassin of Relativity in the 
Sherwood Room of Levering Hall. 
This talk will be sponsored by the 
German department. 


4 p.m. Andrew Griffith, First Year 


Graduate Student, JHU, Department 
of History, presents The American 
Seminar- A Moving Wall: Mid-Cen- 
tury Religious Understandings of 
The Separation of Church and State 
in Room 315 of Gilman Hall. 


6 p.m. Attend the Passover “Free- 
dom” Seder in the Carpenter Room 
(1* floor) of the School of Nursing, 
525 N. Wolfe St. RSVP needed be- 
cause space is limited. 


7:30 p.m. U.S. World Power: Resur- 
gent or Unraveling? is the title of a 
panel discussion with Perry Ander- 
sonofU.C.L.A.and Giovanni Arrighi 
of JHU. This is a free event that will 
take place in Gilman 315. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 28 


4 p.m. Don’t miss the AMCAS Essay 
Writing Workshop in Mergenthaler 
111. Getting this rightis key to getting 
into medical school. 


4 p.m. Misgav Har-Peled, First Year 
Presentation JHU, Department of 
History, presents The European 
Seminar in Room315 ofGilman Hall. 


4 p.m. Mike Reese, assistant director 
of the Center for Educational Re- 
sources, presents Buzzword Bistro: 
Is This Legal? Copyrightin the Digi- 
tal Age in the Garrett Room of the 
MSE Library. 


7:30 p.m. Candace Pert , Ph.D., pro- 
fessor at Georgetown University and 
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JHU alumna, explains WHAT THE 
BLEEP DO WE KNOW!? in the 
Sheraton Inner Harbor Hotel. Tick- 
ets are $25 for students, $30 for the 
general public. 


Got an Event? 





Send details about future events, includ- 
ing date, time, location, a briefsummary 
of the event and contact information to 

 News.Letter@jhu.edu. In order to have 
the event make it into next week’s calen- 
dar, please e-mail all events by the Mon- 
day before publication. 


— Compiled by John Lichtefeld and 
Anusha Gopalratnam 





CLUBS 


9:30 Club, 815 V. St, NW, Washington, 202-393-0930 

Baja Beach Club, 55 Market Pl., 410-727-0468 

Bohagers, 701 S. Eden St., 410-563-7220 

Black Cat, 1811 14th St. NW, Washington, 202-667-7960 

Brass Monkey, 1601 Eastern Ave., 410-522-0784 

Buddies Pub and Jazz Club, 313 N. Charles St., 410-332-4200 __ 
Cat’s Eye Pub, 1730 Thames St., 410-276-9085 
Club 2314, 2314 Boston St., 410-276-9556 

DeGroen’s Grill, 104 Albemarle St., 410-837-5000 

Fletcher’s, 701 S. Bond St., 410-558-1889 

Hal Daddy’s, 4119 E. Lombard St., 410-342-3239 

Harry’ s, 1200 N. Charles Street, 410-685-2828 

Hammerjacks, 316 Guilford Ave., 410-234-0044 

Horse You Came In On, 1626 Thames St., 410-327-8111 

Latin Palace, 509 S. Broadway, 410-522-6700 

Lava Lounge, Pier Four, 410-539-7888 

Ottobar, 2549 N. Howard St., 410-662-0069 

Recher Theatre, 512 York Rd., Towson, 410-337-7178 

Redwood Trust, 200 E. Redwood St., 410-669-9500 _ 

Sonar, 407 E. Saratoga St., 410-327-8333 

The Talking Head, 203 E. Davis St., 410-962-5588 
The Vault, 401 W. Baltimore St., 410-244-6000 
Waterfront Hotel, 1710 Thames St., 410-327-4886. 
Wyatt’s, 1614 Eastern Ay., 410-732-8656 _ Ne 















COMEDY 


- Comedy Factory, 36 Light St., 410-752-4189 
The Improv, 6 Market Place at Power Plant Live, 41( 









COFFEE 


- Borders Bookstore and Music, 415 York Road, 41 
Cafe Tattoo, 4825 Belair Road, 410-325-7427 
_Donna’s, 3101 St. Paul St., 410-889-3410 
E Level, Levering Hall, JHU, 410-516-6219 | 
- Fell’s Point Cafe, 723 S. Broadway, 410-327-8800. 
Funk’s Democratic Coffee Spot, 1818 Eastern 
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